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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN A «DECLINING CHURCH

PART I: THE CONTEXT

CHAPTER 1
CATHOLIC SCIIOOLS AND SOCIAL CHANGE

This book reports on a replication of the 1963 Nationmal Opinion Research
Center (NORC) study of the effectiveness of the value-oriented education carried
out in the Roman Catholic schools in thes United States (Greeley and Rcssi 1966).
It is thercfore an exercise in the sociological study of both value-oriented edu-
cation and of social change. We propose *.ot merely to analyze the impact of
Catholic schools on adult religious behavior but also to see whether that im-
pct has changed in the decade since the first NORC study was conducted, a decade
marked by great turbulcnce in the Roman Catholic Church in the United S*=ates.

Our study is part of the growing body of social change research
being done by American sociologists.1 In recent years scientists lLave become
increasingly persuaded that social research must involve more than a description
of social statics and include analysis of social dynamics. Much of the social
change rescarch has involved replication of previous studies, using exactly
the same questions as the prior research, or the analysis of change in responses

to measurcs which have been asked in past surveys and continue to be asked at

periodic intervals in other ounes.
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‘ ‘ When the idea for the replication of the 1963 NORC study ecmerged,
w felt fortunate indeed that James Davis, then director of NORC, and his col-
leagues w. re developing both a logic and a methodology for social change °
analysis concurrently with our collecting and analyzing the data about the

effectiveness of Catholic cducation. Our debt to Dr. Davis and his te¢am

will be obvious throughout iiis report.
Introduction

There are five general reasons for studying Catholic schools
and one specific one for the replication of thé 1963 study:

1. catholic schools are a suberb laboratory for the study of the
conditions under which value-oriented education is effective.

2. With the emphasis on alternative educational systems increasing,

‘ the Catholic school system remains the larges single alternative to public edu-

cation in the country. (Despite the decline in attendance in recent years,
Roman Catholic parochial schoolsenroll slightly under one-tenth of the pri-
mary school children in the couniry.)

3. Recent research has raised serious questions about how "successful"
schools are in achieving the results expected of them, udder what circumstances

they are effective, and vhat might be done to make them so.2 The Catholic

school system provides a readily available laloratory for studying the cir-

cums tances under which very specific goals are or are not achieved by the

educational cnterprisa.

‘ 4. Considerable questioning has been taking place recently about the
1 transmission of values in Amcrican society. The relative importante of home,

peer group, sch ols, and the mass media remains to be determined. A parochial
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. school system is explicitly concerned with the transmission of a fundamental
world view, a world view which may or may not be shared by the family; the
peer group, or the media to which the child is exposed. ' .
5. Finally, Catholic schools continue to be a major matter of public
policy debate. They were a matter of contvoversy in the 1972 election; and
at the present moment, an extremely controversial tax credit bill is before
Congress. Under s uch circumstances there could be no question that the Catholic
schools are a subject of some importance for the future of American education.
Why specifically did we replicate the 1963 NORC study? The 1963 data
provide a base line of information about the effectiveness of Catholic schools
before the impact of the Second Vatican Council. A replication of this study
in 1973 provides information after the cataclysmic events thch cffected
Roman Catholic church since the Council. It enables us to measure the effective-
. ness of value-oriented education, indced the survival of a system dedicated to

that kind of education, under the stress of immense pressure, perhaps the strongest

pressure the institution which sponsors the schools has experienced in half a

millenium.

The 1963 Study

In the fall of 1963, NORC administercd questionnaires to 2,071 Catholic
American adults (about 40 per cent of whom had attended Catholic schools),
990 teenage Catholicchildren presently in high school (a3 little less than half of

whom were in Catholic Schools, and 700 parents of such children who were not in

the original sample (but whose spouses were).
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The following were the principal findings of the 1963 research:

1: Gradiates of parochial schools were as likely to interact with
non-Catholics in their adult lives as were Catholics who went to public schools.
There was no evidence that parochial schools had an isolating effect,

2, Parochial school graduates had lower scores on measures of racism
and anti-Semitism than did Catholic who did not attend parochial schools These
differences were particularly str.king whcn those who had attended Catholic
colleges were compared with those who did not.

3. There was no economic disadvantage in having attended parochial
schools. On the contrary, those who did sttend Catholic schools were moderately
more successful both economically and educationally than those who did not.

4., There was no evidence either among adults or among teenagers
that the religious education programs operated for Catholics attending public
school had any effect on either religiocus behavior or social attitudes.

5. The Catholic teenagers attending Catholic schools were sub-
stantially more religious in all measures of religious attitudes « .d behavior
used in the survey than Catholic teenagers attending public schools. Thnue
differences showed no relationship with the religiousness of the parents.
However, no such large differences were observable between the Catholic
school Catholics and public school Catholics in the young adult years of
life. Whether the phenomenon was one of rapid erosion, ~ differences in
religious behavior after high school, or of marked increase in effective-
ness of Catholic ed ucation in the years immediately before the study was
impossible to determine

6. llolding constant the availability o school and the religiousness

of parents, there were moderate differences of occupational and cducational




achievement between Catholics who attended parochial school and those who did

L 4

not.

7. Parochial school attendance was about as powerful a predictor of
adult religious behavior as was sex and social class. The impact of Catholic
education on the religious behavior of adults was especially powerful under
two circumstances: (a) when the respondent came from a devout Catholic famiiy
or (b) when the respondent received a Catholic education in grammar school,
high school, and college, Under the latter circumstance, not only was the
impact of Catholic school on adult religious behavior striking, it also was
quite independent of the religiousness of the parents of the respondent.

8. There was a high level of political, economic, and emotional
support for :(he parochial school system among Catholics. This support in

‘ both sympathy and propensity to send one's children to such schools increased

with social class and educational level.

Subsequent Findings

The data collected in 1963, which was analyzed and reported in The

Education of Catholic Americans, was subjected to considerable secondary

~

analysis. Andrew M. Greeley reported in Why Can't They Be Like Us? that
parochial schools seemed tobe particularly effective among German and Irish

Catholics and particularly ineffective among Poles and Italian Catholics.

Donald Light (/769 famd tntCatholic high schools were substantially more
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successful at integrating the educationally, economically, and personally dis-
advantaged into the life of the school than were other high schools. William
McCready (196 ) reported the very considerable effectiveness of Catholic schools
on the elite population represented by the Commonweal readership, and in a
subsequent study, McCready (1973) delincated the transmission of religious
v.lues across threce generati:ms.4 Edward Cleary and Hans Mohl, in studies yet
to be published, replicated the NORC study in Peru and Australia, with sub-

stantially the same findings reported - “ove,

The Last Ten Years

Since the end of the Second Vatican Council, profound changes have affected th
Roman Catholic church. Liturgical and disciplinaru regulations which had
stood for a millenium-and-a-half were swept away. Authoritarian structures
which had stood since the Counter-Reformation have been rapidly replaced
by democratic or quasidemocratic structures, reaching from the parish
council to the senate of bishops which meets biennially in Rome. Very con-
side;able numbers of priests and nuns have resigned from their ecclesiastical
roles. Church attendance has declined, Catholic attitudes on critical issues
like birth control, abortion, and premarital sex have undergone much more rapid
change than has the official teaching (McCready-Greeley 1972). Westhoff and
Bumpass ( /973), in a recent study on attitudes of birth control, raise the

question as to whether the offidal fomar Church enjoys any credibility at all as a

teacher of sexual morality. The NORC study of the American Catholic priesthood

(NORC 1971) shows a dramatic move to.the left on the subject of clerical
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‘ acceptance of birth control among the laity, despite the papal encyclical whi:h

banned the pill. From top to bottom, then, the Roman Church has been shaken

by ideological, cultural, and structural changes, 1In many respec*3s, it is
hardly recognizable as the organization it was at thz time of the 1963 study.

Simultancously the Catholic population has gone through dramatic

social change. 1In 1961, at the time of the beginning of the NORC study of col-
lege students, 25 per cent of those enrolled in American colleges were Catholic
(about the same proportion of Catholic as in the general population). The most
recent American Council of Education survey of college students indicates that
35 per cent of them are Catholic. Andrew Greely (1973) has shown that Catholics
areé now rcpresented in the junior faculties (professors under thirty-five) at

e lite universitieﬁ }n approximately their proportion ix the general popula-
tion. Greeley (ié;é% also has shown that Irish Catholics are second only to

' Jews in economic, occupational, and educational success in American society,

and that younger Italian and Polish Catholics have higher educational and

economic scores than the mean for tleir age group among northern whites in

-

large cities, In=the-—yents.

In the years since the 1963 study, then, the American Catholic popu-
lation has decisively crossed the 1ine separating the lower middle class from
the upper middle class. At the same Eime, a small but influential Catholic radi-
cal movement has cimerged, and, according to as yet unpublished cata (Ntie, Pctrocik,

VcrbaA ﬂ}\gfpihv), the general Catholic population has moved dicisively to

the left politically.
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In the meantime, however, there has been a serious crisis in Catholic
‘ schools. The shortage of nuns has led to a dramatic increase in lay teachers.

Priests and sisters are no longer as confident as they were that the apostolate
of Catholic education is a valid vocation. Attendance in such schoolé h;s
declined, in substantial part at least because Catholic school construction
has almost ceased since the Vatican Councili. There was controversy within
theRoman Churcﬁ before 1963 about the existence of a separate Catholic school
system, but in the past decade this controve¥sy has risen to a crescendo, It
seems safe to say that only a handful of Catholic theoreticians are prepared
to defend the continuation of Catholic schools.

The data published in the annual 0fficial Catholic Directory--while

i

generally of the quality which would give professional statisticians night-

mares (it underestimates Catholics by between 2 and 3 percentage points of
the American population, or between four and five million people)--gives
some idea of the rise and fall of Catholic schools since the end of World War
) .
II. In 1945, thcre were 10,912 Catholic schools with 2,590,660 students.
In 1965, the schools had increased by 31 per cent (to 14;296) and the students
by 135 per cent (to 3,505,186). But in the most recent (1975) Directory, .the
ghools had decreased 24 per cent since 1965 and enrollment had fallen by 35 per

cent (to 3,95%,788).

Enrollment in elementary schools continues to fall. Between 1974 and 1975

it drooped by slightly under 120,000--a 3 per cent decline from the previous year
and a 7 per cent decline since 1973. On the other hand, enrollment in Catholic
high schools in 1975 reached almost the one million mark it had attained in 1965--

and increase of 13,638 since the previous year: Enrollment in Catholic colleges

also increased by more than 15,000; it is now 422,243--almost 40,000 higher than
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it was ten ycars ago. In 1965, 14 per cent of the grammar school children
. in the country were in Catholic schools; in 1975,. this fell to 8 per cent.
The secondary drop was from 9 per cent to 7 per cent.
If onc speaks of a decline in Catholic school attendance, one mu;t
be careful to specify that most of this decline has taken place at the cle-"
mentary school levelj At the secondary level enrollment fell but has begun to
inch back up toward its 1965 high. And college enrollment is actually higher
than it was ten years ago and secems to be continuing to climb despite all
the problems that private higher education is experiencing.S

Some of the decline in elementary school enrollment may be due ta
changing patterns of family size and child spacing. Some of it is also the
result of the disinclination of bishops and school administrators to replace
the inner-city parochial schools from which Catholic ramilies have moved

‘ to new suburban schools. Finally, some of the decline may result from a
conscious repudiation by Catholics of the idea of parochial school or a
decision that in one's own community the public schools simply offer better
educational opportunities. It might #*cc be that the costs of Catholic schools
are too high. American Catholicism has traditionally refused to engage in
systematic research on itself, so while theories as to the reason for the
deccline abound. there is no evidence to support any of them.

Nevdrtheless, in the central secions of many large cities in the northeast
and north central regions, parochial schools have become alternative cducational
facilities for a considerable number of black students, most of whom are not
catholic. Indeed many such schools have enrollments at approximately the same

levels they had when the students were white and Catholic. As Catholic ad-

ministrators strive to keep up with the increasing costs, particularly those

v
h‘
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e
without large Sunday collections to subsidize them, bitter battles have been

‘ those of running alternative educational facilities in the immer city |

waged in the state legislatures and the courts around the nation to obtain
some sort of governmental aid for these schools.

In summary, then, during the past decade, the Roman Catholic Church
has undergone an extraordinarily pr~found and pervasive change. The Catholic
population has changed its cconomic and social status, and parochial schools

are hard-pressed financially, intellectually, and administratively.

Issucs Tnvolved in the Replication of the 1963 Study

There are, as we have said in Lhe Introduction of -this chapter,
several reasons for studying Catholic cducation in the United States
quite apart from the fact that the system happens to be reigiously oriented.
It is an educational enterprise concerned with value formation, und it is
the principal alternative educational system presently available in the .
United States. Onc could casily ignore the substantive nature of tha

religious commitment of these schools and still find their impact a fas-

cinating subject for social science and cducational research,’

The 1963 study addresscd itself to the question of valuc-oriented
* ecducation and an alternative educationél enterprise under what might have
been termed "ordinary'" circumstances. At tle time of the 1963 study. therc
was little doubt in the minds of most of the clients of the Catholic schools
that it was worth the moncy involved or that they would continuc to exist.
catholic schools were under no particular pressurc other than that which

any cducational enterprise must endure. MHowever, since 1963, changes discussed

' previously have subjected the system to very considerable pressure. Thus

4
~
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the questions which arise are not merely those which would arise in an ordinary
replication in which one would simply be secking to measure changes over time.
There are additional questions of how performance of the value-oriented educa-
tion, indced its very cxistence, persisted and have been affected by the con-
siderable changes of the past decade. Tables 1 and 2 attempt to present
schematically the criteria for success of the Catholic schools in the 1963
study and the criteria for success that seemed to us to be appropriate for

replicatior.

(Tables 1 and 2 about here)

We assume that value-oriented education is concerned with maintainiug

and promoting organizational involvement, transmitting the ethical values
) DOCTNRIN 4L~

and the drgEnizatdenal knowledge of the institution that maintains them,
sustaining the basic world view, explicit or implicit, of that organization,
and developing those social attitudes and that sort of organizational loyalty
which the institution deems appropriate in the circumstances in which it
finds iteelf. Under such circumstances, the successful value-ofientcd
educational enterprise is one which produces frequent organizational activity,
acceptance of the official ethical values, capacity to repeat the official
views the organization endorses, the acceptance of the underlying world
view of the organization, : the commitmcnt to its social attitudes and
values, and the maintenance of a high level of organizational loyalty.

In the 1963 study, it was discovered thatorganizational activity,

ethical values, and the transmission of official organizational knowlege were

successfully generated by the Catholic schools, especially for those students
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who came from decout homes and for those who had all of their education in
the Catholic educational system up to and including college. It war also
found that there was a direct relationship between the number of years one
spent at Catholic school and one's propensity to accept the appropriate
social and racial attitudes and values. There was, however, no evidence
that organizational loyalty was affected one way or the other by attendance
at Catholic schools.

The second three columns of Table 1 present three different sets of

riteria for the success of a value-oriented educational enterprise under

pressurc. severe- enough to force the institution which sponsors the schools to
notably modify their structure and style., The set of criteria in the fourth
®©lumn would indicate that graduates of parochial schools in the 1970s were
substantially unchanged from those studied in the 1960s. Their organiza-
tional activities, their values, their religious knowledge, their world
views, their racial and social attifudes, and their orgnizational loyalties
would be approximately the same as their predecessors a decade ago. In

the second column, there is a set of criteria which would indicate that under

the pressure of notable change in the stitution the graduates of the value-

oriented schools have been more likely than those who did not go to such schools
to adapt to the new circumstances in which they find themselves. Their organi-
zational involvement would be more nuanced, their values more sophisticated

and subtle, their knowledge more elaborate and less rigid, their world-view
restated in terms deemed more appropriate, their social and racial attitudes
more cnlightened, and their organizational loyalty more discriminating. To

the extent that the criteria in the fifth column are sustained by our research,

it can be said that value-oriented education is quite successful in preparing

students for dramGﬁﬁc, indced traumatic, changes in fthe sponsoring institution.
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Finally, the last column represents a set of crifteria which would in-
dicate the exact opposite of the outcome described in the fifth column. Or-
ganizational involvement would decline, values would erode, knc-ledge would
also decline, the world-view would be abandcned, and the respondents would be
botk more racist aud less loyal than they were a decade ago. Under such cir-
cumstances, one could legitimately conclude that value-oriented education,
far from faciliating adjustment to change, growth, and trauma, actually impeded
ad justment and achicvement,

It need not be pointed out that these questions are of very con-
siderable import for value-oriented education.. No insti*ution attempting
to inculcate values in young people can afford to take the risk that what
it is doing may be counterproductive. Tf on the other hénd, there are

certain kinds of value-oriented education chich equip students to respond
‘ maturely and intelligently to uncxpected social change, particularly change

in the value propounded by the insti tution itself, then these educational

methods and techniques.are of the highest importance.

Table 2 turns to the second principal question of our research:
criteria for the survival of alternative education. Under ordinary cir-
.cumstances, we contend, an alternative educatjonal system's future is
relatively assured if the young and upwardly mobile parents in the popu-

lation arc sendingtheir children into the sSystem;s classrooms. Such a situ-
ation will exist when value education, which inculcates loyalty and which
transmits its basic values, is considered important to the population whose
children are likely to attend the schools. Parenthetically, it is worth
noting that in 1963, Ca .olic cducation met all the criteria in column 1

of Table 2. There was a positive relationship both with youthfulness and

social class, and a strong endorscment of the three motivations for a separate

school system,
-
&) J
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But a separate school system under pressure must maintain the support
of both the ciites, which appear to direct the movement of the population
group, and the nonelites. If the schools are only pleasing the elites, they
may well go out of business for lack of attendance and support. If they

are pleasing the non-elites only, their situation will deteriorate as more

and more of the rank and file follow the elites in another direction. )

Furthermore, the target population, those who constitute the pool from
which potential students will be drawn, must display a willingness to con-
tinue the financial sacrifice required in American society to-support a separate
school system. This report will investigate whether the motivations for this
mcrifice are deteriorating or not and whether new motives are appearing to
sistain the financial sacrifice. We list at the end of the second column
in Table 2 four possible new motivations for a separate school system:

education for community leadership, education for social action and respon-

sibility, education according to the most innovative and creative new tech-

niques, and the conviction that it 15 necessary to maintain educational
alternatives. If such goals are beginning to develop in the target popula-

tion, then it is safe to assume that the alternative educational entcrprise

does have a reasonably bright future,

Questions to be Answered

Effectivencss of Fducation.

1. Does a strong valuc-oriented education predisposec one to accept
dramatic transformation in the basic value system in which onec was educated?
Are Catholic schen?' educated Catholics more likely or less likely to accept
the dramatic cha ., ; which have occurred in their church in the last decade?
By comparing the ¢ (victivns about their church in the 1963 and 1973 samples,

we can ascertain if disillusionment has sef in and among which groups it

16 ‘
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might be greatest in the last decade. The basic analytic structure will

be to comparc the cohorts from 1963 with those from 1973, Available data
show that church attendance has been declining in rccent years. By comparing
these groups, we can see if the decline has been more dramatic for the Catholic
school educated respondents than for the public school educated Catholics. The
high investment in their church, both financial and emotional, displayed by
the former group in 1962 may have prepared them for great disillusionment,
resvlting in their abandoning the institution.

2., In the midst of therpervasive changes that have occurred, will.
the effectiveness of the parochial schools on aduit religious behavior in-
creasc or decrzase or remain the same since the time of the first study in
1963? There has been a major shift in emphasis on what are critical religious
symbols. The traditional symbols of church attendance and other ritual be-
havior appear to have declined in importante in favor of more experimental
and personal symbols. Will parochial school Catholics be as highly committed
to the new symbols in 1973 as they were to the old ones in 1963, or will they
be indistinguishable from Protestants on both sets of symbols?

3. Will the very considerable differences reported in The Education

of Catholic Americans between Catholic school adolescents and Catholic adol-

escents in public schools persist into adult life, or will it turn out that
such a phenomenon was purely a result of a transient situation that existed
only so long as thc young pcople were in fact in a Catholic high school? 1If
erosion of the very high levels of religious practice among parochial school
Catholics does occur after high school, when does it happen?

e . 4. Will. those younger Catholics tho have come out of the Catholic
school system since the Vatican Council display any signs in their adult

religious behavior of the striking shift of emphasis which has occurred within

the Catholic school system since the Vatican Council began?

1%
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5. What will be fhe impact on the attitudes and behavior of
‘ parochial school Catholics of the increasingly greater separation between
popular Catholic practice and official Catholic church teaching? Have
their attitudes changed more or less rapidly than their fellow Catholics
who were educated in public;;chools, or have they changed at the same rate?

These data could reveal important facts about the process by which strongly

held values change over time.

Attitudes toward Catholic Schools.

1. What is the nature of the change in commitment and understanding
of Catholics in their schools in the last decade? Despite postconciliar up-
heaval, the proportion of Catholics who support parochial schools, as measured
by periodic diocesan surveys, does not seem to have changed much in the last
decade. However, national data about the extent and the nature of this

‘ support are of considerable importante for all American eduacation planners.

2. What sort of financial expenditures ate American Catholics will-
ing to make to sustain thcir commitment to their schools? The actual cost.
of Catholic schools has increased dramatically, but the apparent costs have

increased cveu more, because the hidden subsidies from parish to school in

the form of plant maintenance and free teaching by nuns are nc longer so ef-
fectively hjiden now that the Catholic schools operate on a much more realistic
bookkeeping and accounting basis.

3. How importont a poiitical issue to Catholics is the question of
aid to parochial schools? We know that in both the 1963 rescarch and from
other rescarch that the majority of Catholics do support such aid. We do

not know if such aid is politically salient to them; that is, whether it would

be of dccisive importancze in affecting their choice of a candidate for whom
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‘ to vote. The issue of aid to parochial schools had some importance in the
1972 presidential electior because both candidates seemed to helieve that
it might be salient to Catholic voters, but there is no evidence either way
on the subject.
4, Which social classes are most likely to support Catholic schools?
In 1963, it was clear that support for the schools increased with social class.
It may well be that since then the curve has taken a U-shape, with the lower

middle classes being more supportive and the upper middle classes being

less so.

Procedures and Methods

Our sample of 1128 American adult Catholics was drawn from an ex-
isting NORC sample frame. These respondents were inturviewed by NORC's
trained field staff., The response rate in the 1074 sutdy (82 per cent)

was both above the 80 per cent which is normally taken to be satisfactory

in American survey rescarch and 5 percentage points above the response rate
in the 1963 study. A description of the sample design, of the response rate, and
the indices compited from the responses to individual items is presented in
the technical appendices. In addition, a copy of the 1974 questionnaire is
appended with the distribution of responses to both the 1974 and the 1963
survey included. (1963 responses arc in parentheses fcir those questions that
were asked in both ycars.)6

Analytic models are used in many of the chapters in tliis book. The
use of such nodels is still infrequent in the sociology of religions, but
it is our convictiah that sociology is little more than a descriptive discipline

. unless causal or explanatory models arc specified at the beginning of the

- 19




-18-

research process. Such models are something less than precise descriptiongs
@
of rcality but something more than just analytic tools. They are, from the
viewpoint of the social scientist, approximations of r.ality; but they are
tentative and subject to medification and change. They arc, as one scholar
%G.V‘&)O\Jf'

dserved, Wisomorphic with reality." (Barbey, PRI I

Since this report is concerned with both religious behavior and
social chafnge, there are two analytic models which shape it, a religious be-
havior model and a social change model. The first one (Figure 1) assumes
that adult religious behavior will be influenced by the rcligiousness of one's
spousc, the number of years ome went to ratholic schools, the number of years
of education one has had (which is also an indicator of social class), and omne's
age, sex, and the religiousness of onc's parents. Spouse's religiousness is
influenced in its turn by the five prior variables that are on its left in
‘ the model. The number of years onc h-s spent in Catholic schools is by defini-
tion a function of the number of ye;rs of education one has had; it is also
influenced by age, sex, and especially by the religiousress of one's barents.
The critical question in the 1963 study was wvhether there was any direct rela-
tionship betwcen years of Catholic education and religious attit udes or be-
havior once parental religiousness was taken into account.

) (Figure 1 about here)

We arc not interested in using the social change model to predict or
to explain the responses to items concerning attitudes or behavior. We are
intercsted in showing the change in the proportion of our sample giving a
specific response over time. There are fundamentally two ways a population

can change: (1) Thosc in a population cohort who were interviewed in a

previous sample may have changed in their attitudes or behavior, or (2) the

o :2
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older cohort may not have changed at all but thenew cohort, that youthful
generation which has come into the survey sample since the previous re-
search, may be different in its attitudes and bechavior from its predccessor.
This differencec may explain the change in the proportion having a specific
attitude or engaging in a specific behavior. For example, most of the growth
of political "indepcndency" in the last ten years has not been the result
of changing political affiliation among the old cohorts. It has resulted
from a new cohort coming into political adulthood and which has not yet
chosen (and may never choose) a party affiliation. Obviously, both the in-
flux of a new cohort and changes in an older cohort may contribute to the
social change betwcen two surveys taken over a considerable time span.

(Figure 2 about here)

When we attempt to explain such change, we try to find an intervening
variable that will provide a reason why the new cohort has different attitudes
or behaviors and why the older cohort (or cohorts) may have modified their
attitudes or behaviors. James Davis, in his reanalysis of the Stouffer
Civil Liberties Study (1974), uses educational attainment as an intervening
variable. The new cohort is better educated than the older omes, and this
explains in part the change in the attitudes of Americans toward civil liber-
ties--but only in part. The older cohort has changed, too; and, furthermore,
all cducational categories have also become more tolerunt., Davis and his
colleaguas have developed a special cocfficient to measure the linkages (or
“"transmittences," as they call them) between the variablessina social change

model. Wé shall discuss that cocfficient later when it relates appropriately

to our rescarch.
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‘ For the prescat, however, we turn to the rel igious behavior model,
thch is quite diffcrent from the Davis social change model, The religious
behavior model utilizes the techniques of multiple regression and path analysis to
depict the relationships within a set of dependent variables and between dependent
and indcpendent variables. There are four typ es of relationship portrayed in
the model: (1) the "simple" relationship, (2) the "standardized" relationship,
(3) the "direct" relationship, and (4) the "indirect" relationship.
A "simple" rclationship is one which exists between two variables
without taking into account any third variable. A "standardized" relation-
ship is onc which takes into account any other variable (or variables) that
may relate to the two variables about thiwh the relationship is stated. The
other variables may be either "prior'" or "subsequent'" in the model. Thus
in Figure 1, a standardized coefficient between the years of Catholic education
. and adult religious attitudes or bchavior is one that takes into account
age, sex, parental religiousness, years of education, and spouse's religious-
ness. It is a "pure" relationship or a "het" relationship. The linkage

expressed in the ngrandardized" coefficient is not explained away by any of

the other variables in the model.

A "direct" relationship is one which links two variables without
passing througﬁ any ¢ntervening variable. It differs from a "simple" rela-
tionship in that the later ignores any intervening variables while a "direct"
relationship states that therc are no intervening variables. It will be
reported in this book that there are stronger relationships in 1974 than there
were in 1963 betwcen age and adult religious behavior. To the extent that

this relationship is purcly a function of some people being older than others,

. it will be expressed by a direct path from age to adult religious bchavior.
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To the extent some of this influence is meditte through the fact that older
. people’'s spouses are more religious, there will be an "indirect" relationship
also.

Figure 3 illustrates the kind of analysis that we propose. Let us
assume a population of students that is ordered on thrze different scales,
their age, number of years of education they have had, and their scores
on the Graduate Record Examination (GRE). Let us assum further that on
their ages they may score anywhere from 1 to 25; on their education, anywhere
from 1 to 16 years; and on their GRE score, anywhere from.0 to 100. The
correlation coefficient is the measure of the éxtent to which there is a
relationship between one's bosition on one of these scales and one's position
on another scale. Thus the relationship (r) of .32 between age and GRE score

(Table 3) is a description of the extent of the relationship of .“2ve one is

. on the age scale and where one. is on the GRE score scale. This is a "simplc"
relationship, and it totally ignores the possibility of any intervening variables.
Since age is obviously something that 1is prior té taking the exam, it
can be assumed that the position on the age scale is causally connected to
one's exam score. In other words, the older you are, the more likely you are
to get a good score. Moving to the next column, 52 (which is simply 1 multi-
plied by itself) is the amount of '"variance" on one scale that can be explaincd
by '"variance" on another scale. The r? hetween age and GRE score is .10, which
means tinat about 10 per cent of the "variance'" on the GRE score scale can be
explained by age. Age '"causes" 10 per cent of the differences among the young
people in their GRE scores. But we also note from Table 3 that education re-
lates to GRE score with a correlation of .30, so one's position on the educa-

tion scale bears some relationship to one's performance in the exam. If age
P
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‘ and cducation were completely indepand  of onme another, their combined in-
fluence (R) would be .43 (the square root of the combined coefficients of
age and education). They would explain about 19 per cent of the variance
* on the exam scorej but a moment's consideration makes it clear that there is
a strong rclationship between age and education and therefore a substantial
part of their causal influence on exam scores would overlup.
The statistic R is a measure of their joint influence on GRE score,
and the statistic 5? is the measure of the explanatory power of the two variables
combined. We sce from Table 3 that the R of age and education together (presented
in the cducation row of the table is .35, and that the E? is .12, The overlap
betwecen age and cducation is therefore quite considerable because when one
adds education to the model, the R goes up by only 3 points and the R2 by
only 2 points. The final column of the table, 32 Change, shows the incrcase
‘ in the explanatory power of the model by adding education to thu causal system
containing age and GRE score.
-(Table 3 about here)

On might assume from looking at the table, then, that age was the

principal "cause" of a high score on the GRE, since our addition of education
to the mode! only improves its explanatory power by 2 percentage poiats. How-
ever, another moment's consideration will reveal that this would be a false
conclusion., In all likelihood, we would realize that what happens is that age
{s correlated with education and education is correlated in its turn with one's
position on the GRL score scale. Age, then, "causes" the number of yecars that
the young person has attended school, and this "causes'" his position on the GRE
measure., The relationship between the number of yecars a person attends school

' and his score on the GRE may be said to have been "standardized" for the effect of

age.
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The flow chart in Figure 3 illustrates this relationship? There is a
.90 corrclation between age and cducation, a .30 corrclation betwecen education
and GRE score, and a .05 relationship betwcen age and GRE score with education
taken into account., In other words, most of the influcnce of age flows through
education to the GRE score, which is an "indirect™ relationship, A smaller
proportion of the influence flows "directly" from age to GRE score, a "direct"
relationship. Older students get better scores mostly because they have had
more schooling. The line linking age and GRE score is called the "direct path"
between age and exam score, and the lines between age and education and between
cducation and GRE score can be multiplied to produce the "indirect path" of
age's influence on exam score, The measure of the indirect path is the
product of the two path coefficients, or .9 X .3 = ,27. Thus, of the r
of .32 between age and GRE scorc, ,27 is indirect and .05 is direct.aﬂ?
. The advantage of the diagram_in Figure 3 is that it enables us to
consider simultancously the direct and indirect paths by which a prior variable

influences a subsequent variable., 1In this particular instance, for example,

vwe note that even though the addition of education to our model only im-

proves our explanatory power by 2 percentage points, education is, ncvertheless,
the principal channel by which age cxercises its influence on GRE score, A
small B? change; therefore, does not indicate that the variable which causecs
this'rather small addition to the cxplanatory power of the model is unimportant,

It will be noted that there is a third arrow pointing into GRE score

with a .94 at its base. This third arrow is called the "residual path," The
squ;re of the residual path coefficient indicates the amount of variahce in GRE

score not cxplained-by the model., Thus a .94 squared is .88. Twelve per cent

of the variance in GRE score is explained by age and education, and 88 per cent
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of the variance remains unexplained by the model. It carn “e said, therefore,

. that age and education do in fac*~ play some causal role in a young person's
performance on the GRE, but even when their full causal impact is taken into
account, 88 per cent of the variance in the position of stuants on the score
scale remains to be explaincd.

Social science does not expect to be able to ecxplain 100 per cent of
the variance. Such determinism of human attitudcs and behavior can suarcely
be expected to exist in reality. The smount of explained variance that satisfics

tlie researcher depends upon the nature of the analysis in which he is engaged.

Plan of the Rcport

The next four chapters will set the context for our analysis of
the changing impact of Catholic education on adult religiousness., We will
first outline the changes that have occurred in Catholics' attitudes and
behavior since 1963. In the next two chapters we turn to demographi. and

political chanses (or lack thereof) among Amcrican Catholics in recent years.

Finally we will attempt to discover the underlying cause of the dramatic
decline in Catholic religious belief and practice since 1963.

In Part II we turn cxplicitly to the question of Catholic schools.
We address oursclves to.the princip»l focus or the report, the rclationship
between valuc-oriented cducation and social change, including attitudes
toward racc, in Chapter 6. Chapters 7 contains a discussion of Catholic
attitudes toward Catholic schools. More specific arcas of Catholics
schools and finances, rcligious leadership, and basic beliefs are discussed
in Chapters 8, 9, and 10. Finally, we conclude with a sumary and conclusion,

followed by a personal statement by Andrew M. Greeley in the Afterword,

[ )
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‘ Table 2 ' .

Criteria for Survival of Alternative Fducation

Under Ordinary Cirycumstances Undex Pressure

1, Positive rclation to social 1, Positive relation to clite
class if population is up- groups who scem to be di-
wardly mobile, recting movement of popula-

tion group,

2, Positive relation to youth 2, Continued support of non-
if population is young, ‘ elites,
3, Persistence of motivations: 3, Willingness to continue fi-

. nancial sacrifice in ab-
1, Valuce ecducation . ,
sence of old motivations,

2, Tnyalty-oriented education

L. 4, Emergence of new motivations:
3, Transmission of knovledge * &

1, Education for leadership

2., Social action and com-
muni ty responsibility ednu-
cation

‘ . 3. Educational innovation

4, Need to wmaintain alterna- .
tives

¢
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TABLE 3

CORRELATIONS OF GRADUATE RECORD EXAMINATION SCORL
WITH AGE AND EDUCATION

Variable r r2 R R2 R2 Change
Age . . * o * o 032 -10 032 ’10 010
Education . . . . .30 .09 .35 .12 .02
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2. EuXzmanxxdanmexy See James Coleman, EEOS and Christopher Jencks

- >,

“Which is not to say that the effectiveness of the school was the
same as the effectiveness of the family. Rather the firdings were that the
greatest difference between parochial school Catholics and nonparochial school
Catholics was tc be found precisely among those who had devout parents. Paro-
chial school graduates of devout families were themselves much more devout
than public school Catholics frem devout families.

~~
L4

/McCready used retrospective data on grandparents, direct interviey data
Ffrom respondents who were also parents of teenage children, and intervicw data
o teenagers in an zdolescent sample. At the time of tke 1963 Catholic school
study, the statistical and computational tools did not exist for this sort of

Fhree-g?neracional analysis. The model developed by McCready should be useful
indeed in subsesquent research of this sort,

A1l of the statistics should be created with caution. The U. §.
government (see Current Population Reports, February, 1975) reports private
school enrollment (most of which are Catholic at the primary and secondary
levels). 1In 1965, Catholic school students (as reported by the Directorv)
were 98 per cent of the private elementary students (as reported by the
‘ census). In 1975, they were 82 per cent. We doubts that there has been
that much of an increase in private non-Catholic schools. We suspect that at one time

or the other the Catholic data were in error. At the secondary level the
proportion at both time points was 78 per cent.

6A certain prorortion of NORC interviewzrs informed respondents before
or during the interview that the study was explicitly a study of American Catholacs.
There was no relationship between the responses of this subsample and those who were

not so informed.

7. The model illustrated in Figure 3 is completely mythical and does
not represent any actual data on the relafionship between age, education, and
GRE scores.

8. TIn subscquent chapters the statistics on the paths will not be

N

. ) i1 - W oannd eionce
r but a 'betn," vhich is a net standardized coefficient. Social science

. readers will know the difference between a beta and an r; nonsocial sclience
readers can see the difference if they wish in some of the longer treatments
3 e . "
of path analysis. Sve,in particular, Duncim (1966) or Spacth and Greeley (1970 13%
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Footnote fill-in, Chapter 1.

1. "See Social Change and the General Social Survey: an annotated
bibiiography." ﬁORC, Social Change Project. Mimeo, 1974; James A.
Davis, "A Survey-Metric Model of Social Change," Chicago: NORC, July, 1974,

mimeo; Abbott L. Ferris, Indicators of Trends in the Status of Women, New York:

Russell Sage Foundation, 1971; and Greeley and Sheatsley (1971).

2, See James S, Coleman et. al., Equality of Educational Oppottunity.

Washington, D.C., Government Printing Of€ice, 1966,




CHAPTER 2
A DECLINING CHURCH:

A Descriptive Overview

Our principal concerns in this book will be to analyze the
components of social change and to reexamine the impact of value-oriented
education on adult religious behavior. But before we can turn to those
subjects, it is first necessary to set the context. In this chapter,
we will offer a descriptive overview of the religious changes in the
Catholic population between our 1963 survey and the 1974 survey. These
changes will provide the raw material for the analysis to be conducted
in later chapters of the book. In the next two chapters, we will describe
the demographic and political context in which American Catholics find
themselves. Such contexts are the backdrop against which the drama of

religious change has been acted out.

New_Church

Catholics like the '"new Church," are still somewhat sympathetic
to the priesthood, are much less inclined than in the past to accept the
traditional teachings on sexuality and authority, still strongly support
Catholic education, have modified their devotions both upward and downward,

and are still strongly loyal to the Church.

More than four-fifths of the Catholic population approve of the
English liturgy; approximately two-thirds.approve of the guitar mass,
lay clothes for nuns, and progressive religious education; and four-fifths

approve of sex education in Catholic schools. The proportion of Catholics

going to weckly communion has doubled in the last ten years. A little

-
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less than a third of American Catholics would support the ordination

of women as priests,

More than four-fifths of the sample would vote for a qualified
woman for president. More than one~-third of them live in integrated
neighborhoods, and almost three-quarters have their children in integrated
schools., The principal reason for not sending children to Catholic
schools is exactly the same as it was a decade ago: just over a third of
the respondents who have school-age children not attending parochial

schools say simply that there are no Ca*holic schools available,

’/
We could find little evidence that any more than a minority are

opposed to the post-Vatican II or "new Church." Sixty-seven percent
thought the changes were for the better, only 19 percent thought they
were for the worse. (The rest thought the changes made no difference,)
Only 23 percent disapprove of the "handshake of peace." The only change
that falls slightly under majority approval is the distribution of
communion by lay people (45 percent). A slight majority (54 percent) do
think, Lowever, that there have been enough changes in the Church, The
changes that receive first mention most often among those who want more
changes are that the clergy be allowed to marry (16 percent) and that

there be a modification of the birth control teachings (10 percent),

Eleven percent of those who would like to see changes want to return to

the old ways.

e -y =
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‘ Religious Devotion

There has been a decline in most measures of religious devotion.

Seventy-one percent rcported weekly mass attendance in The Education of
ipericeas A
Catholic (4 reys %%/ ); that proportion has now fallen to 50 percent.

Monthly confession has declined from 38 to 17 percent., (Those going to

church "practically never" or "not at all" have increased from

6 to 12 percent, and those "practically never' or "never" going to

confession have increased from 18 to 30 percent.) Vis?ts to the church

to pray at least once a week have declined ‘from 23 to 15 percent, and

daily private prayer has fallen from 72 to 60 percent. The proportion
c

who '"never pray." however, remains low at 4 percent, and the proportion

who pray ' at least once a week continues to be a quite high 82 percent.

. Many of the traditional forms of religious behavior have also
declined. The percentage of Catholics who attended a retreat in the last
two years has fallen from 7 percent to 4 percent; making a Day of

Recollection has fallen from 22 percent to 9 percent; making a mission

from 34 percent to 6 percent; reading a Catholic magazine or newspaper
from 61 to 56 percent; and having a religious conversation with a priest

from 24 to 20 percent.

However, some of the newer forms of religious life that were so

infrequent a decade ago (and therefore we did not ask about them) have now
’

attained a surprising popularity. Sixty percent have attended a charismatic

or penteccostal prayer meeting during the last two years, 8 percent an

informal liturgy at home, 3 percent a marriage cncounter, and 20 percent

' report having attended a religious discussion group,
\

Q . -E)'T
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‘ The most notable positive change is an increase in the proportion
receiving weekly communion -- from 13 to 26 percent. Another way of
putting this is that less than one-fifth of the weekly mass attenders
received communion a decade ago; now more than half of the weekly

churchgoers do,

Only 53 percent of the Catholic population think that it is
"certainly true" that it is a sin for a Catholic to miss weekly mass if
he or she could easily attend, The principal reasons for not going to
church, however, seem to have little bearing on dissatisfaction directed
at the new liturgy. Those who attend mass less than once a week were -
asked why they do nct go to church more frequently, ané only 4 percent
say they ''do not get anything out of mass," while only 7 percent mention
‘ they do not like the changes in the mass. (Respondents were able to give

as many reasons as they wished for non-attendance. For clarity, in this

analysis we discuss only the first-mentioned reasons.) The principal

reasons for not going to church today seem the same as a decade ago:

10 percent of those who do not go cannot get there because they are too
old, too sick, or the church is too far away; 19 percent cite laziness
or a lack of energy; 14 percent say they have to work on Sundays; and

14 percent say they simplv do not want to go.

Morale
Despite the polizical turbulerce and the religious change of the

past dccade, the morale o American Catholics has not deteriorated,

Thirty-cight percent of the Catholic pcpulation describe themselves as




‘ "very happy" in 1974, as opposed to 36 percent in the 1963 survey.
Eighty percent say they are very satisfied with their marriape.
(Twenty-nine percent reported their childhood as "happier than
average'" in 1974, as opposed to 25 percent in 1963.) Thirty-one percent
remembercd their parents' marriage as "extremely happy" in the more
recent survey, while only 22 percent had the same recollections a decade
ago. Sixty-one percent of the respondents thought that the;r parents'
marriage had been "extremely happy" or "happier than average" in 1974,

while only 45 percent made the same judgement in 1963.

A majority of Catholics (53 percent) thought they lived in a
good neighborhood, while 38 percent thought their neighborhood was
about average. Thirty-five percent reported that they lived in integrated
‘ neighborhodds, and only 9 percent said that their neighborhood was "not

so good,"

On the subject of neighborhoods, about three-fifths of the

Catholic population said they lived in a neighborhood in which at least

half the population was Catholic (no change in the last decade),
Thirty-three percent said that they lived in a neighborhood where at least
‘half of the population was of the same ethrnicc group as their own. (We
could find no relationship at all between any of these neighborhood

variables and any religious attitudes or behavior.)

Authority and Faith

Therc-has been a substantial decline in acceptance of the legitimacy
of ecclesiastical authority, 1Im 1963, 70 percent thought that it was

"certainly true" that Jesus hande! over the leadership of his church to

ERIC 39
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Peter and the popes; ten years later that proportion has fallen to
42 percent. Only 32 percent think that it is "certainly true" that

the pope is infallible when he speaks on matters of faith and morals.

In terms of personal faith, only 38 percent say that they
feel '"very sure'" when they speak to their children about religious beliefs
ard values, 1In 1973, 27 percent of the Catholics thought that it was
"certainly true" that God would punish the evil for all eterrity, a decline
of 25 percentage points in the last decade. * Thirty-eight percent thought
that it was "cert-inly true" that the Devil existed, while 26 percent |
thought it was "probably true." Still, 86 percent have never thought of
leaving the Church, 83 percent are married to other Catholics, and

82 percent were married by a priest (down 5 percent since 1963). Despite

their own endogamy, the proportion who think it "very important" for
young people to marry someone within their owm religion has fallen from
56 percent to 27 percent in the last ten years, and the proportion who

think it is "not important at all'" has tripled to 40 percent.

Loyalty to the Church remains, but it ‘s being transformed. A
»
lot of things appear “.0 be not nearly as certain or important as they

used to be,

But it would be a mistake to think that there is an overt revolt
against religious leadership, or that dissatisfaction with political
leadership., We asked our respondents whether they approved of the way

the pope, the bishops, and their parish priest were handling their jobs

¥Ry
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. (using the exact wording that Callup uses periodically to measure
support for the American president), Table 1 shows that the local
parish priest has a much higher rating than any American presi . t
has enjoyed for the last forty years on the average. The pope is
one percentage point more popular than John Kennedy was on the average,
and slightly ahead of Franklin Roosevelt (3 percentage points) and
Dwight Eisenhower (5 percentage points). The bishops are the least
popular of the church leaders, with only a little better than three-f"fths
approving of the way they handle their jobs. Thus the hierarchy ranks
beneath Kennedy, Roosevelt, and Eisenhower in popularity, but ahead of

Johnson, Nixon, and Truman,

(Table 1 About Here)

It is clear that religious leadership is much less important
than political leadership for most people, and they are much less likely
to have strong feelings on the subject, Still, whatever antipathy there
may be for certain Church policies and whatever decline in confidence
there may be in certain Church doctrines, we do not see in our data much

evidence of a strong disaffection from ecclesiastical leadership.

The Priesthood

Whatever general approval American Catholics feel toward the work
of their clergy does not extend to the quality of their sermons. In 1952,

in the Ben Gaffin Cathol®c Digest study (/ﬂgﬁﬁ /75 7-), 43 percent described

the Sunday sermon as "excellent." 1In a replication of this study done by
. Gallup in 1965, the percentage had fallen to 30, and in our project of

1974, the percentage has fallen still further to 23, Thus, in a little

o 4i
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over two decades, satisfaction with the professional quality of sermons
has diminshed by half., One consolation for the Sunday preacher is

that the satisfaction level can't go down much more.

Similarly, in 1952 those who described their c1ergy£;s "very
understanding” with respect to parishioners' problems were 72 ;ercent
of the population; in 1965 the percentage has fallen to 62, and in 1974
it was down to 48 percent. There may be a general sympathy for the way
the clergy are doing their jobs, but there has been a drastically
diminishing level of approval in specific judgements of clerical competence.
(To add another dimension, we found only 47 percent believing the clergy

to be "very understanding"” in their dealings with teenagers.)

In 1963, 66 percent of the respondents said they would be very

. pleased if their son decided to become a priest; ten years later the
proportion has fallen to 50 percent, which is 2 percentage points more
e
than said they would be if their son decided to become an author or a
stockbroker, 16 noints less than would be very pleased if a son became

a business executive, and 23 points less than if a son became a college

professor,

~

The religious sisterhoods have suffered a comparable loss of

ol

favor. Sixty per cent would have strongly supported a rel.igious vocation o
for their daughters a decade ago; only 50 per cent would do so today.
There does not seem to be very much antagonism toward those who

have left the priesthood. Thirty-two per cent would have a great deal of

sympathy for those who have left, and 40 per cent more have some sympathy

N
~




for them. Despite the argument frequently heard in high ecclesiastical
circles that the laity would not accept a married clergy, 80 percent of
our respondents say they would be able to accept a change, and 63 percent

say they are in favor of such a change.

There is no way to escape the conclusion that the image of the
priesthood has slipped dramatically in the last ten years, Catholics
still like their priests, but they don't seem to respect them nearly so

much as they once did.

Sexuality

Other researchers have documented changes in birth control
practices and attitudes among American Catholics. This chanée is merely
one indicator of a comprehensive shift in Catholic sexual values. Ten
years ago, only 29 percent agreed strongly with the notion that husband
and wife may have sexual intercourse for pleasure alone. That proportion
has now risen to 50 percent. Remarriage after divorce was approved by
52 percent a decade ago; it is now approved by 73 percent. Artificial
contraception was approved by 45 percent a decade ago; it is now approved

by 83 percent ' (so much for the impact of Humanae Vitae). Sexual

relationships between an engaged couple was approved by only 12 percent
in 1963; it is now approved by 43 percent. In 1963, 41 percent thought
that "a family should have as many children as possible and God will
provide for them.'" Today, only 18 percent would agree with that same

statement. Eighty percent approve of sex education in Catholic schools.

Seventy-two percent thought that abortion should be legal if there was any
‘ .
danger of a handicapped child.
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It does not necessarily follow, however, that approval of the
positions described above means that someone is prepared to engage in
them himself (or herself), When asked "whether or not you think it
should be possible for a pregnant woman to obtain a legal abortion,"

36 percent said "Yes, if the woman is married and doesn't want any more
children." When asked what they would do themselves in such a situation,
only 8 percent of the women said they would definitely have an abortion
and another 19 percent said they would consider it. (The questionnaire
item was "Now imagine thaf-you are married and you become pregnant, but

you and your husband have serious reasons for not wanting to have another

child.")

In theory, and to some extent in practice, a substantial proportion
of the Catholic population has turned away from what is still the official
sexual teaching of)the Church. This is dramatically pointed out in the
decline of the numbers who believe the Church has the right to teach what
views Catholics should take on birth control. In 1964, 54 percent saw

the Church as having this right; in 1974 that figure has dropped to 32 percent,

The proportion supporting the Church's right to teach on racial
integration has declined from 49 to 37 percent, despite the fact that
Catholics have beccme substantially more pro-integration in the past ten
years, The proportion supporting the Church's right to teach on immoral
books and movies has fallen from 86 to 60 percent., On the other hand, there

-

has been an increase of from 43 to 51 percent for those who think the

Church has the right to teach on the matter of federal aid te education.
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Parochial Schools

One thing that seems unchanged is the support for parochial
schools, About 28 percent of the parents of school-age children have
children in parochial schools. The principal reason for non-attendance
is, as it was a decade ago, the unavailability of schools -- the first-
mentioned reasons of 38 percent of those who children are not in Catholic
schools. The second most frequent first-mentioned reason is that
Catholic schools are too expensive, and was given by 24 percent (up
6 points in the last deczde). Only 13 percent suggest that the public
schools are better, a reason given by 12 percent in 1963, Thus, the
decline in parochial school attendance seems to be the unavailability of

the schools, with a secondary reason being the increase in costs,

But support for the idea of parochial schools is overwhelming.,
Eighty-nine percent reject the iéea that the Catholic school system is
no longer needed in modern day life. Seventy-six percent support federal
aid for parochial schools (up 3 percentage points in the last decade).
Sixty-six percent reject the notion that lay teachers cannot do as good a
job as nuns (thus deservingly putting to rest a pertinacious bit of

clerical folk wisdom), Eighty percent are willing to put their money where

.their mouths are in support of Catholic education: they say they would

N

contribute more to their Sunday collectiqys if the pastor requested them
to do sc¢ in order to solve financial problems that threatened the closing
of the parish school. Of those who say they would be willing to contribute
more, 59 percent would be willing to contribute more than fifty dollars,
and 31 percent would be willing to contribute more than one hundred dollars

a year to keep the parish school open., This suggests that there are

-
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hundreds of millions of dollars of untapped resources, should the

‘ leadership utilized them.

Whether there ought to be parochial schools or not is a subject
that has been widely debated in Catholic books and journals for the
last twenty years. There is no evidence that this debats has affected in
the slightest the commitment to parochial schools of the overwvhelming
majority of American Catholics. On the contrary, it would appear that

there are more resources available to support the continuation of parochial

schools than the Church is currently using.-

Social and Political Attitudes

Four-fifths of the Catholic population say they would vote for

a qualified Jew or a qualified black or a qualified woman for president,

‘ This finding is especially interesting when one considers that 15 years
ago less than one~half of the Protestants in the country would say they
would vote for a qualified Catholic. WNinety-four percent of white
Catholics say they would accept school integration for their children
where a few of the other children are black, 70 percent would accept it
where half the childran are black, and 34 percent would accept it where
more than half the children were black. It is fashionable to dismiss such
findings on the assumption that the respondent is simply saying what he
or she is expected to say. However, the fact that 74 percent of those
with school-age children have them in schools where there are black
students gives some credence to this high_ support for integrated education.
(There has been a dramatic shift to the left in-éatholic political and

social attitudes over the last two decades. FEvidence of change in racial

‘ attitudes has been reported in two articles by Andrew Greeley and

v
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Paul Sheatsley (1971, 1974). Changes in other attitudes will be
‘ reported shortly in an NORC study by Norman Nie, Sidney Verba, (‘
AV
John Petrocik, aﬁdzﬁéérewlsree&eyl£i9157. The findings reported in

the text of this book are consonant with those of the other two

projects.)
Conclusions

In this overview we have limited ourselves, for the most
. part, to description, postponing analysis, commentary, and speculation

for later chapters, Nevertheless, some comments can be made.

One national news magazine claimed that The Education of

Catholic Americans was mired in "qualifications." Unfortunately, the

real world is unlike that of the national news magazine; it is gray and

‘ complicated. Any attempt to describe reality that does not take into

account conflicting tendencies ought to be viewed with serious skepticism,
No single descriptive conclusion of the present state of American

Catholicism is possible,

One the one hand, the changes in the Church have proved popular
(and the notion that the new liturgy has driven people away can safely
be described as complete fiction), TFundamental loyalty to the Church
continues, parochial schools are vigorously endorsed, and there are more
financial resources available to support the schools than the Church has
yet been willing to use., There are no signs of anticlericalism or any

vigorous antipathy to Church leadership. Church attendance is down among

+
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adults (though it remains high among teenagers), and communion reception
is up. Some traditional forms of piety have declined, but other newer

forms seem to have attracted surprisingly large numbers of people,

Catholics have accepted integration, and while the majority
does not yet support the ordination of women (though some might think
that the size of the minority supporting it is fairly large), they would

vote for a qualified woman (or black or Jew) for the presidency,

On the other hand, the image of the priesthood has slipped
badly with both adults and with young people. On two important measures
of professional performances, sermons, and sympathy in dealing with people,
the decline of the priestly image in the last twenty years has been very

great,

Finally, the acceptance of the Catholic sexual ethic has declined

dramatically, despite Humanae Vitae. Catholics seem uncertain about some

of the tenets of faith that were once considered to be of crit-.cal
importance, and they lack confidence in their capacity to hand on religious

values to their children.

~




CHAPTER 3

THE DEMOGRAPHY OF AMERICAN CATHOLICISM1

Introduction

A massive and frequently overlooked fact about American Catholicism
is that it is the product of relatively recent immigration. At the time
of the first NORC Parochial School Study, half the American Catholic popu-
lation were ei*her immigrants or the children of immigrants. A decade
later, 15 per cent of American Catholics had beén porn outside the

country, 39 per cent reported that their father was born outside the

United States, and 36 per cent reported their mother was not native born,
Fifty-five per cent said that all theif grandparents were born abroad,
while only 20 per cant said that all four grandparents were born in this
country, ' If one needs four American-born grandparents to be thoroughly
fourth generation, then four-fifths of the American Catholic population are
still third generation or less; which is to say, at the most, thaf they are
only two generations away from the immigration trauma.

Not only are Catholics recent immigrants, they were frequently un-
welcome immigrants. The report of thg infamous Nillingham Commission in 1911 sug-
gested strongly that eastern and southern European immigrants were genetically
inferior and socially undesirable; and the immigration laws after the First
World War were in great part written to keep Slavic and Italian Catholics

out of the country. A Catholic presidential candidate was overwhelmingly '

49
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rejected in 1928, and when a Catholic was finally elected in 1960, it was
by a very narrow margin.

Most discussion of the alleged economic and intellectual inferiority
of American Catholics, whether advanced by non-Catholics 1like Gerhard Lenski
and, more recently (and more frresponsibly), by Kenneth Hardy or by Catholic
self-critics like Monsignor John Tracy Ellis, Professcr John Donovan, and
the late Gustave Weigel and Thomas 0'Dea, have tended to ignore or to mini-
mize the importance of immigration. O'Dea says quite explicitly that the
"anti-intellectualisd'of Americaﬁ Catho lics cannot be attributed to their
recent immigration or their peasant status before emigration. Professor
0'Dea was an admirable sociologist, but he never troubled to provide empirical
verification for such an assertion.

Before we attempt any serious discussion of the changes in the

American Catholic Church in the last decade and the impact of those

changes on parochial schools, it is necessary to summarize briefly
the data available on the demography of American Catholics, trying to
reconstruct some of the_socioeconomic history of Catholics in the Unitad
States since the high point of immigration at the turn of cthe century.

Since there is no religious question asked in the federal census, the
only way we can obtain information about American denominations (or ethnic
groups) is through the sample survey. The typical sample survey of the

sort that NORC and other national private data-gathering agencies collect

has 1500 respondents. Since we have reason to believe that Catholics are

25 per cent of the country and the largest of American religious groups,

a typical national sample, will have 425 Roman Catholics and a smaller number

] (Bogue 1959) :
of cach of the other denominations within Protestantisy. It is therefore
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necessary to follow the example set by Donald Bogue in his chapter on re-
ligion of his book and combine a number of sample surveys into one large
composite sample, Some analysis, based on eight NORC samples taken be-
tween 1963 and 1970, has already been reported.2 This composite sample
was dubbed 'NORC;". More recently, another composite sample ('"NORCy'") was
used to analyze the intergenerational mobility of American religio-ethnic
(C”/cck\y 174)
groupﬁw For the purposes of this chapter, the two composites have

been combined atid the 1963 and 1974 Parochial School Studies added to

create a composite of fifteen surveys.3 -

Description

After a preliminary description, we shall attempt two anmalytic
enterprises in this chapter. First we shall endeavor to ascertain whether

the economic and educational position of American Catholics is the result

to any appreciable extent of a '"purely" Catholic factor, or whether it could
be attributed to the lower educational attainment of parents, which would

have been inevitable with a population still close to the immigrant experience,
Secondly, by using a technique of cohort reconstruction we shall attempt

to outline the socioeconomic history of Catholics in the present century,

Only Baptists report lower parental educationzl levels than Cath-

olics,  although Catholics are only slightly lower than "other Protestant
denominations'" and Lutherans in the educational attainment of fathers.

Oon the other hand, when we come to the generatioa of the respondents

oi
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‘ Catholics are ahead of Baptists, Lutherans, other
Protestants and nondenominational Protestants in their educational achievement,
and a half-year behind Methodists. They are still substantially beneath
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and Jews in educational achievement. But
between the parents' generation and the respondent's generation Catholics

have at least reached the white national average in educational achievement,

(Table Yﬂbbout here)

Catholics are also within striking distance of the national aver-

5

age in occupational prestige score. In their occupational attainment,

Catholics are ahead of Baptists, Lutherans, "other Protestants,"

and only
slightlyﬁiehind Methodists and nondenominational Protestants. They are,
however, substantially behind Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and Jews. In

terms of education and occupational prestige, then, American Catholics are

. very close to the national averate.

They are also virtually at the national average in income, being
only $58 a year beneath that average. It should be noted that the income
reported in Table 1 represents a combination of incomes reported in surveys
which occurred between 1963 and 1975. Hence, while useful for comparison
among groups, it .Jloes not represent accurately the present level of income
of American denominations. If we look at three NORC General Social Surveys,
taken in 1972, 1973, and 1974, we get an estimate of denominational income
after the inflation and the increased standard of living of the last decade

have been taken into account (Table 1-B).

(Table 1-B about hcred
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. By the 1970s Catholics were already more than$500 over the
national mean in income, indicating that a shift had taken place since
the early sixties. Catholics had passed the Methodists in mean income and
were solidly in fourth piace behind Jews, Episcopalians and Presbyterians
with an annual income of $11,668 per year.
Thirty-two per cent of all Americans in the country have been to
ollege, while only 27 per cent of American Catholics have been to college
(Tablepjﬂ- This is more than Baptists and Lutherans and about the same
as the nondenominational Protestants but less than all the other denominations
in the country. Seventy-one per cent of the Catholics vho live in metropolitan
regions have gone to college, about the same proportion as Episcopalians, though
considerably less than the 95 per cent of the Jews who are metropolitan dwellers.

«...€¢Table % about here)

Jews and Episcopalians are less likely to be married than Catholics,
but the 74 per cent married figure for Catholics makes the proportion of
married Catholics smaller than for all the othr Protestant denominations
(Tablej?). Furthermore, despite Catholic injunctions against divorce,
the 6 per cent of the Catholics who are divorced and separated represents a
higher proportion than is to be found among the Baptists, Methodist, Presby=
terians, or Jews; although it is substantially less than the 11 per cent

of the Episcopalians who are separated and divorced.

o D
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3
(Table & about here)
Finally, Catholics are disproportionately concentrated in the northeast
and east north central regions of the country, with 62 per cent of the Catholic

popvlation in these three regions as opposed to 44 per cent of the total

white American public., Catholics are underrepresented in the southeast,
east south central, and the mountain regions., They are approximately
evenly distributed in the west north central, west south central, and
Pacific coust areas.
(Table}i about here)

In summary, during the last decade, American Catholics have been
close to the national average in income, education, and occupational pres-
tige. They are younger, have larger families, and are disproportionately
urban, living primarily in the northeast and north central regions. Only
Jews are less likely to be married, and the proportion of Catholics who
are divorced and scparated secms rather high, given the Church's teaching

on the subject,

A Catholic Factor?

The first analytic question we must ask is to what extent the '"just
average' educational, occupational, and ecconomic achievement of Catholics

" and to what extent it is

is a function of some kind of "Catholic factor,
the result of the initial disadvantage based on lowcr levels of parental

education. To answer this question we will use a techniqee of standardization

/
W

based on multiple regression analysis. A regressiou equation is computed

for each denominational g;oup with respondents' education regressed on fathers'
education. Then occupation is regressed on both ecducations, and finally, income
on both educations and occupation. Part of the res:it of such an equation is

called statistically a "b", which can be thought of as an increcase of every unit

O
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. of the y variable for each increase in ihz x variable. In an equation between
height and weight, for example, the b would represen: the increase in pounds
£ or every increased inch in height. Thus a b of .5 would mean that each inch
taller you are, you would be on the average one-half pourd heavier. In the
present case, the b is described as Ma conversion rate" or as a "measure of
mobility." James Coleman has referred to this rate in the context of mobility
analysis as a measure of the Mefficacy of resources." It tells us how much
one can achieve, for example, in one's own education for each year of one's
parents’ education.
once one has computed these " mebility rates" for all the denominations,
one aske what would happen if all the denominations had the same Zistribution
on a prior variable. what would the educationmal attainment of our respondents,
for example, been like if the average parental education of 2all the denominations
‘ were the same? For the purposes of this analysis, we will assume that Methodists
represent the middle grouad to which all others are to be compared. The Methodists'
9.5 years of father's education is the closest to the white American average of
9.13. To compute nstandardized" educational achievement for each denomination,
we simply multiply the 9.5 years of €ather's education typical of the Methcdists
by the conversion rates computed for each denomination in its respective .
regression t;quation. (TABLE 5)
Or, to make matters simpler, we mulciply a given ~voup's conversion
rate for own education by that group's deviation from the mean fathers' educational
achievement of the Methodists (Table 7 ;. They we add or subtract, depending on
the sign of thie conversjon rate, from the 2ifference between one's own edu-
cational achievement andythat of the Methodists. A -.92, which represents the

’

. catholics'disadvantage comparcd to the Methodists in father's educaticn, ‘is

dv
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multiplied by the Catholic educational conversion rate, and the product

is subtracted from the -.53, which is the difference in own educational

achievement between Catholics and Methodists. The result, vhen performed

for each denominational group, is a table of "standardized" or "net" edu-

c ational differences among the American religious denominations. Less
than one-tenth of a year's educational difference, then, rémains between
catholics and Methodists (.09) when one takes into account father's education.
when father's education is taken into account, the Catholic educational
attainment is higher than that of the Baptists, the Lutherans, the Episcopalians,

and the nondenomination.l Protestants. It is only slightly less than that

of Methodists and "other Protestants."

1
(Table £ about here)

The next question is what is the"efficacy of resources" for Catholics

in the world of occupation? What use do they make of their father's educa-
tion and their own education in achieving occupational success (Tablei?)?
Catholics are 1.19 units below Methodists in their educational attainment,
but when one takes into account the educational differences, the disparity
between Catholics and Methodists becomes .36; The only groups notably ahead

of Catholics in occupational success are Jews, Presbyterians, and Episcopali-

ans,

(Tableg about here)
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Once they have obtained their given level of occupational achievement,
how do Catholics do in income? 1Is there a "Catholic ethic," as Gerhard Lenski
has suggested, that impedes their economic achievement? The standardization
process in Table% suggests that this is not the case. Only nondenominational
Protestants and Jews earn more money when education and occupation are taken
into account than do Catholics.

For all practical purposes, then, we can summariZe this phase of our
analysis with the observation that most of the differences that remain be-
tween Catholics and other American denominations in the‘twelve years covered

by the SuperNORC composite were attributable to deficiencies in paternal

. education, which the generation of respondents seem to have virtually eliminated.
Indeed, just by removing influence of father's education (Tableig), Catholics
move into a position where their income is inferior only to that of the oldtime
Americans , Episcopalians, the new but highly successful Jews and the
residual "nondenominational' Protestant category. Even where they started,
then, the Catholic adults in the * composite have done very well
indeed educationally, occupationally, and financially.

As one might imagine, those Catholic groups that were here earlier

(Tuble 4~11) .

have done much betteﬁ. The Irish, for example, are nine-tenths of a year

: . 877
above the national average in educational achievement. When father's

education is taken into account, Slavic and Polish Catholics are also above

ERIC
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‘ the national mean; and the Latin Catholics, Italian, French, and Spanish-speaking,
Y G-t

are only slightly below it. It should be noted that for Tables 1i=13; region
(South versus not South) a;d urbanization (metropolitan area versus not metro-
politan areca) are taken into account to eliminate any disproportionate ad-
vantage that Catholic ethnic groups may have in their urban and norther con-
centrations, Nevertheless, by the early 1970s, Polish, Slavic, and Italian
Catholics were very close to the national mean in occupational prestige, and
the Irish were almost 4 units above the mean. Indeed, in education, occupa-
tion, and income, the Irish by the early 1970s had become the most successful
Gentile group in American society, surpassing even the British-American Protestants.

When the standardizacion model was applied, Polish Slavic and Italizn Catholics

surged substantially above the mean and in the case of the Poles, 'caught up"

‘ with the Irish. Taking into account educational background, in other words,
the turn-of-the-century immigrants had begun to do very well indeed by the
early 1970s. Furthermore, their success was reflected in their gross income
levels (Tableiéé'. With the exception of the French and the Spanish-speaking,
all the Catholic ethnic groups were above the early 1970 national mean in
income. And when all the background variables were taken into account in
the standardization model, the Polish and Slavic Catholics had even passed

their Irish confreres. Eastern and southern European Catholics can afford

to laugh at the ethnic jokes about them all the way to the bank (or perhaps

the savings and loan association).
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71/
(Tables #-B about here)

The old Episcopalian and Presbyterian stock and the new and spectacu-
larly successful Jewish stock may be more successful than the Irish and German
Catholics and their turn-of-the-century confreres, but everyone else in the
ociety is lagging behind.

We therefore coneclude this first phase of the analysis by observing
that both Thomas 0'Dea, in the 1950s, and Kenneth Hardy, in the 1970s, were
fundamentally wrong. Whatever residue of occupational, educational, and
economic inferiority remains in the Catholic adult population is almost
entirely the result of tte immigrant experience at the turn of the century
and not of any purely "Catholic factor." On the contrary, we shall see
shortly that the Irish Catholic group, which was here before the turn of the
century 1nd still dominates American Catholicism organizationally” (much to
the discomfiture of other groups), have been immensely successful in America.

They only look unsuccessful when they are compared with the Jews.

The Route Upward

We have establishec the fact that American Catholics have been
achieving relative mobility in American society. Now we must endeavor
to trace the historical outline of their struggle for mobility, In the
process we will discover that the Vatican Council occurred just at the
time when the youngest generation of Catholics marked the definitive end

’

of the immigrant era. <

DY
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There are, of course, even less data about the Catholic past than
the Catholic present. The U. S. Census cannot ask a religious questi on,
and until very recently, most Catholic history books were the institutional

histories of dioceses or religious orders or biographies of prominent ecclesias-

q

tics. Towever, there is a technique of demographic analysis that may be
used to recreate the past of a given subpopulation. If one divides the
ppulation into cohorts based on year of birth, one can observe the historical
events that were occurring inthe various phases in the life cycle of a given
cohort. All one needs-to'do ic to obtain information from the members of
a given cohort as to decisions made at specific times in the life cycle.
This technique is used rarely in survey research because it requires a very
large sample or repeated samples across time. With a large composite,
it is possible to build substantial cohorts based on year of
birth (we chose a cohort of ten-year span, although any number of years
would do). We werz able to-build cohorts for not only the whole population
N D N
but for the denominations and ethnic groups within the population (Table ig).
With such information available we can ask, for example, when it was that a

~

given denomination (or ethnic group) was able to send as many of its young
people to college as did the rest of the country and when it was able to
launch its young on career paths which were not dissimilar from those of

the rest of the country's young, Most people (though by no means all)

attend college in their late teens and early twenties; and embark on career
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. paths at that time which result in their present occupational levels. Thus
if we know the proportion of college attendance of those Roman Catholics who
came to their college years in the Roaring '20s, for example, we can get some
£ eel for what the social and economic state of the Catholic population was
at that time. Similarly, if we know what that cohort's mean occupaticnal
level is presently, we can at least get a feel for what the career path decisions
were that were made by the young people coming into young adulthood between
the First World War and the Great Depression.
(Table 12 about here)
To simplify our discussion we have given each cohort a name that
identifies the era in which its members came into young adulthood. (Table 12)
Alas, in all too many cases, our names identify a war. Admittedly, such a way
of doing history is both speculative and tentative, but it does have the ad-

vantage of dealing with neither institutions and organizations nor great

ecclesiastical and political leaders but with ordinary people.

Table 13 presents the odds-ratios of college attendance for
each denominational group between the Edwardian era and the present. Table
14 contains the proportion attending college for denominations in each of the

u'%ésﬁubk

cotort groups. (It is interesting to note, incidentally, that the proportion
of the total population attending college has almost tripled from the Edwzrdian
era to the Vietnam.) Table 13, which is based on the changes of attending
college in a given denomination is easy to read. Perhaps the most striking
fact about American Catholics to be learned from Table 13 is that there was
a sharp incrcase in the ratio of college attendance to non-college attendance

between the Edwardian era and World War I, then a leveling off in the Roaring

. Twentics, and a slow rise to the Coild War cra, with an increase in the Vietnam

generation, in which Cactholics almost caught up with the national ratio.

ERIC 61
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d 14
(Table,{f about here)

How can one explain this phenomenon? The most plausiable ex-
planation is that two things happened between World War 1 and the Roaring
Twenties. TFirst of all, the children of the last great wave of immigrants
began to come of college age; secondly, German Catholics suffered a severe
shock and consequent devastation of morale caused by the anti-German feel-
ing that swept the country during the First World War. The nativism of
the Dillingham Commission and the immigratiop laws, the anti-German reac-
tion to the war, and surge of anti-Catholic prejudices in the 1920s, as
well as the sheer problem of acculturating masses of new immigrants and
their children was doubtless a severe shock to the Amefican Catholic popula-
tion. 1In sugéequent tables, when we look at the individual catholic ethnic
groups, we will be able fo test this explanation furthexr. In any eveat,
the Vietnam Catholic generation is more likely to go to cullege than
Baptists and "other Protestants" and as likely to go as Lutherans, Metho-
dists, and nondenominational Protestants. It still lags behind Jews,
Presbyterians, and Episcopalians. The progress has been study without
any sudden "leaps forward" until the Vietnam years, when the proportion
of Catholics attending college increased from 28 per cent during the Cold

7@ 14) g
War to 42 per cent. It has long been the myth that the G. I. Bill, at the
end of the Second World War, led to a dramatic increase in Catholics going

12 o 14
to college; but there is no support for this assumption in TablesS)}5. '

~
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'S Indeed, there was a 7 percentage point increase in Second World War
cohort college attendance over the Depression cohort, but in the Depression
cohort there was a 5 percentage point increase over college attendance during
the Roaring 20s. In both eras the Catholic increase in college attendance
did 1iFt1e more than keep pace with the national increase, The final
catching up occurred only with the coming of Camelot and then Vietnam,

But if there is no’'dramatic change in college attendence between
the end of the Depression and the beginning of the World War II era, there
is a dramatic change in Catholics'relative occupational position in the
American social structure (Table {ggj During the Depression decade, American
Catholics were more than one unit beneath the mean of their cohort in occupa-
tional achievements (declining in the 20s and even further in the '30s). ..
But in the era during and after the Second World War, ihere was a dramatic
move forward. tatholics were 1.34 units above their cohorts during the World
. ' . . (2.9)

War II era, 2.72 units-above during the Cold War period, and almost 3 units
above the cohort mean during the Vietnam years. The American Catholics who
moved into young adulthood during the 1940s made career choices which put
them decisively in the upper half of the American population. Their successors
in the Cold War cohort ° surpassed even the Methodists, firmly taking
fourth place in the American class structure behind Jews, Episcopalians, ;nd
Presbyterians in terms of occupational prestige. (We leave aside the
erratic residual "nondenominational Protestant" group, whose statistics must
be .treated with caution beccause of their small size.) By the end of the
Vietnam era, young American Catholics, in terms of their career choices, were

substantially ahcad of all Protestants except the old-stock Presbyterians and

Episcopalians.
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(Table Lf'about here)

Income is a less useful technique for reconstructing a passage through
history than either education or occupation. Education,and tc some extent
occupation, represent decisions that were made when a respondent was in his
Jate teens or early twenties, Income, however, can be the result of decisions
made at that time, of subsequent events, and of current behavior. Nevertheless,
the income figures in Table ﬁf'tell fundamentally the same story. Catholics
who reached young adulthood in the World War I era are only $103 beneath
their cohort peers' income. Those who grew up are $426 beneath the cohort
mean, and those who came to adulthood during the Depression are even more
($474) beneath the cohort mean. But those who matured during the Second
World War and immediately after and during the Cola War are more than
$100 above the cohort mean, The really decisive change comes with the
Vietnam generation, who are $1562 above the income mean of their cohort,

They have replaced Presbyterians a; the second most successful Gentile
group in American society. Indeed, they are only $5 under the Episcopalians
in their income.

(Table fgyabout here)

The urban, northeastern, and north central residence of C;tholics
may be thought to give them some advantage in the income '"race" over other
Protestant groups. But there is little difference between Catholics and
Episcopalians in their urban concentration (71 per cent for the Catholics

and 72 per cent for the Episcopalians--Table 3), and not much difference

in their concentration in- the northeast and north central (62 per cent of
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the Catholics in this region, 60 per cent of the Episcopalians). That
there is only $5 difference in.mean income between Catholics and Episcopalians
in the Vietnam generation is as good a proof as any other available that
the immigrant era is over. Catholics have "arrived" in American society.

If we turn to the individual Catholic ethnic groups, we can find
a mor e detailed and fascinating narrative of the history of the first
three-quarters of the twentieth century.(Table 17). The Irish, even by
the time of the First World War, were ahead of the rest of the country in
college attendance.’ The supérior college achievement

of the Irish Catholics has remained relatively constant from World War II

' until the present. German Catholics, on the other hand, seem to have suf-

fered a severe decline in the ratio of college attendance during theRoaring
20s. That this phenomenon is not the result of sampling variation seems

to be confirmed by tue fact that German Protestants also suffered the same

dip in eoccupation and income (German Catholic&péﬁ)occupation and education).
Given the size of the two German samples when combined,. the fact that

the dip that occurs in the 1920s seems to affect Catholitc. and Prbtestant
Germans, and the surge of anti-German atticudes during snd just after the
First World War, it seems reasonable to conclude that these data are dramatic

evidence of the impact of the war on German-American morale, Historians

might be well advised to interview German-Americans of this generation

Gu
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(now in their late sixties and early scventies) to learn in greater detail
what the war did to them, ‘Treatment of Geiman-Americans during this cra
is like the Spanish Influenza, a forgotten but monumental national tragedy.
German Protestants, incidentally, seem to be able to recover from it more
quickly than German Catholics, who only got back to the patrional average
in education by the Cold War era.11
(Table #ﬁ about here)

The Polish, Slavic, and Italian Catholic groups, Beginning during
the First World War with a ratioof college attendance of about half the
national average, did not improve their relative standing much until the
World War II decade,
average. Then, during the Cold War era, they achieved virtual parity.

It would appéar that it was the southern and eastern European and not

the Irish Catholics who profited most from the G. I. Bill and the prosperity
of the World War II era and thereafter, The Irish had already "made it";

the children and grandchildzen of the southern and eastern European immigrants
drew even with the rest of the society inthe years after 1945,

In terms of their occupationdl zchievement, the Poles, Slavs, and
Italians began substantially below the national mean in their career choices
during the Sccond World War. The young Poles made carcer choices in the
World War I era which left them 6 units beneath the national mean, the Slavs,

7 years beneath it, and the Italians, 2 units beneath the national mean. (Table jg;

This deficit continued through the Rooring 20s, through the Depression and

World War II, and into the Cold War cra, where all threce groups expericnced

6u




-19-

. a dramatic turnaround in the occupational achievement that was produced
by the current carcer choices made by their young people during the 190s.
The Poles, Slavs, and Italians came even with the rest of the American public
in the Eisenhower era in their occupational achievement just as they did in
educational attainment, For the Slavs and Italians there is a decline in
the Vietnam generation., In all likelihood the reason is that many of the
young people of these groups are still in graduate school finishing their
professional training. (Table ﬁ)?about here)

The carcer choices of the Irish seem to have suffered a setback during
the Depression years, when their advantage over the rest of their cohort fell
from almost 10 units to 5. But fn the years after the Depression, the Irish
recaptured their advantage. We therefore conclude that an examination of the

history of the last half-century of American Catholic ethnic groups with the

‘ observation that the Irish began the century substantially ahead of the rest

of the Catholic population, second on1§ to the Jews and the Epilscopalians
and Presbyterians in their occupational achievement., They never yielded
their advantage, despite the setback of the Great Depression, The Germans
began the century close to the national mean and suffered a setback in the
Roaring 20s, which suggests that the shcck of the First World War slowed their
progress ever since, and they are now where they were 60 years ago. The Poles,
Italians, and Slave managed to make it in the years after the Second World
War in a dramatic fashion.

The figures on cohort income (Table}g) confirm this picture. The
Depression was a sctback to the Irish, but onc from which they recovered so
that by the time of thc Vietnam generation the advantage of the Irish Catholics

‘ over their cohort income mean was almost $4000. All the Catholic groups ({vith

1 Y
Q ]
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the exception of the French and Spanish-speaking) have surpassed their

‘ cohorts in income achicvement by the time of the generation growing up
during the Cold War. The change between the Werld War II cohort and the

Cold War cohort for the Italians, Poles, and Slavs is striking-~$1900 for

the Italians, $2300 for the Slavs. By the time of the Vietnam generation,

the mean income of the Irish Catholics and the Italian Catholics had sur-
passed the mean income of the Jews of their cohort. American Jews have im-
proved their relative advantage over the cohort mean in income consistently
through the years; indeed, their advantage in the Vietnam generation is higher
than the Cold War generation. Nevertheless, the dramatic improvement between

Cold War and Vietuam for Italians (almost $3800) and the Irish (almost

$3100) has given these two groups at least a temporary superiority over the

Jews of their own age cohort and income.
g
. (Table fd ebout here)

But before there is too much dancing in the streets in Port Washington,
Queens, and Beverly, perhaps it should be noted that many Jews of the Vietnam
cohort group may still be in graduate school, finishing their internships and
residencics, or spending brief interludes in communes, Whether the Irish
and Italian Catholics are in truth on their way to becoming the richest ethnic

groups in America is something that remains to be seen.

Conclusion
The reconstructions we have attempted through the analysis cf the
composite file are at best tentative, speculative, and uncertain.--at least
in their specific detail., Still, granting all the uncertainties, a number

+
of general observetions may be’made with some confidence about American

. Catholics.

Q -~
)
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‘ 1. There is no such thing as a "Catholic factx" which impedes
educational, economic, and occupational success. The lower scores on
these measures for American Catholics were almost entirely the result
of the immigration experience,

2. The American Catholic population has absorbed a number of
severe shocks during the present century: massive waves of generally
unwelcome immigrants, the anti-German reaction to-the First World War,
the Great Depression, and, more recently, the immigration of the Spanish-
speaking. By the time of the Vietnam years, the population had managed
to absorb all but the last of these shocks.

3. The Irish Catholics began the present century ahead of the
national average in education, occupation, and income. Despite a dip
during the Great Depression, the Irish have been able to maintain this

‘ advantage, They are now the most successful Gentile group in American

society, and,for the generation undrr thirty, seem to be threatening

the Jews in income, The surprising phenomenon about the Irish is not

the fact of their svccess but that it can be traced back to the beginning
of the century, It would seem that the reason ho one noticed it (including
the Irish) is that the standard of comparison for ethnic suvccess has always
been the Jews--a standard that illustrates one of the most outstanding success
gtories in all human history.

4, The First World War seems to have been a blow fo German Catholics
which took them a long, long time to recvover from,
5. The southern and castern European groups of the turn-of-the-

century have slbwly and persistently made their way into the American main-

. stream, so that by the time we arrive at the Cold W21 and Vietnam generations,

ERIC - 69
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. the descendants of these ethnic groups have beccme part ‘of the mainstream
of American society by anyone's standards. The stereotype of the 'blue-collar
ethnic" simply does not apply to the southern and eastern Europeans under
forty, On’the contrary, of them, the stereotype is ludicrously false.

6. The Spanish-speaking and French Catholic groups have not shown
the progress of the southern and eastern European immigrants, The low
scores of Catholics on many educational, occupational, and income measures
are almost entirely a function of the problems and obstacles these grcups
are still experiencing. Given the amazing success of the Italiams, Poles,
and Slavs, we cannot reject the possibility of equally dramatic success in
the years ahead for the French and the Spanish-speaking.

7. In fine, the result of the last three-quafters of a century

is that Catholics under forty have elbowed themselves into a position in

‘ American society where they are behind the Presbyterians, the Episcopalians,
and the Jews in :their achievement. In the Vietnam generationm, the Irish
Catholics are second only to the Jews in education and second to no one
in income. The Italian Catholics are second only to the Irish in income.

It is a remarkable success story. The American Catholic population
has absorbed immigration, war, and depression. It has seized for itself
not only parity but for some groups, in some matters, superiority in American
society, The Irish in particular have been, despite their own frequently
agonized lamentations, extraordinarily successful, Unfortunately for
American Catholics they have become successful only when success is no longer
considered important. When the rest of the society valued ecucational,

occupational, and economic success, Catholics didn't have it. Now they have

Y
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achieved it, it seems that the intellectual elites ave di~posed to write
. off achievement as the result of selfishness and greed. For Cat >slics,
you can't win apparently,

In con:lusion, it is interesting and perhaps ironic that the ferment
of the Vaticam Council should have occurred in the Catholic Church at the
same tiie that the eastern and southern European ethnic groups ware struggling
into a position of parity in the American economic struggle and the Irish
were pulling ahead., Whether this accidental concatenation of two pcwerful
s ocial forces will be a benefit or a hindrance to the Catholic Church in
American society remains to be seen,

It might be argued that the religious changes in American Catholicism,
which we described briefly in the last chapter and to which we will turn

in later chapters, are the result of the social and ecomomic changes which

we have traced in the present chapter, One may argue that-the religious be-
' havior of American Catholics would have changed even if there had not been
a Second Vatican Council or aﬁ encyclical letter on birth control, It is
surely the case that when a substantial proportion of your population has
attended college, you must approach religion in a somewhat different fashion
than you did when most of your membership was not so well educated. But it
does not necessarily follow that social and economic change will generate
religious,attitudinal, and behavioral change. The first, second, and even
third generation American Crtholics were to an overwhelming extent committed
to being both American and Catholic, But they were also to a very substantial
extent committed to being Democrats, While there is obviously not a perfect
par allel between politics and religion, it could be argued with equal plausibility
that the educational, occupational, and economic success of American Catholic

' would wean them from both their loyalties to the Catholic Church and to the

Q '7.1
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Democratic party. That there is an erosion of Catholic religious behavior
‘ we have demonstrated in Chapter 2 (and we will return to this theme later).
If there is a similar erosion in Democratic party support, then one would
have a plausible argument that social and economic changes over the past
three-quarters of a century made inevitable both political and religious
attitudinal amd_behavioral change smong American Catholics. If, on the
other hamd, there has been relatively little in the way of political chapge
for American Catholics, we must admit the possibility that religious change,
however it may have been prepared for by economic change, was something special
and unique.
In the following chapter, Joan Fee will investigate the question of
the departure from the Democratic party and from moderate liberal political

positions of American Catholics as a result of their economic success and

‘ their movement to the suburbs--a disaffiliation which in some quarters is
almost taken for granted. To anticipaée Ms. Fee's findings somewhat,
there is very little evidence of change either in political attitudes
or political affiliations among America:. Catholics, despite the social and

econcmic changes and the political unrest of the last two decades.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




Te

€6L°‘8s ) 85°0% €1°6 suedyaawy 83Fuys IV

LSE LLo‘z1 68°8Y 86°€1 %Z°01 maf

X:1 ceL’s ¥9°6¢€ €c° 11 8G°8 aT1oYy3ed

G6?e 964 ‘01 . 2¢9°0% 62°11 18°6 uojjeUTWOUIpP OU ‘aur3salold

1691 968 ‘L €€ °8¢ 61°11 29°8 SUOTI sulwouaq
Jueyssijoxd Hmﬁuo

Y4 660 ‘01 61°8% L€l 8121 ueyiedoostdy

759 €L8°6 6€°9% 99°21 69°01 uetaa3£qsaad .

SO11 905 ‘g 06°8¢€ %2°11 %3°8 ueisyin T

6€S1 1€6 ‘8 €171y 98°11 05°6 3sTpouzal”

€€81 218°L § 12°L€ 0L°01 L1°8 3stadeq

suoTljeutwousg juelssidoad

uorleanpd
woljeonpd
ax109S 98T131saad s, xayzed
= N swooujl und) jo saeax ! suoTjeulwousa(
1euoiizednoog Jo saea}x :
Jo aaquny
) Jo zaquaN

(a1dwes a3ysodwo) J¥CNaadng)
(d3aATOXA SMOVIE) SNOILVNIWONAQ NVOIYAWY YOI TWOONI ANV ‘IOIISTA TYNOIIVANIO0 ‘NOIZvonad

V-1 374V

O
ERIC

E




TABLE 1-B

DEVIATION FROM MEAN INCOME OF DENOMINATIONS, 1974-74
(Mean = $11,082)

. . Deviation from Mean
Denomination

in Dollars
Baptist -90(1143)
Methodist 92(742)
Lutheran 45(437)
Presbyterign 2’583(258)
Episcopalian 3,611(134)
Other Protestants 1’119(649)
Protestants, no denomination 679(157)
Catholic 586(1427)
Jew 3,405(145)

Ve




TABLE 2

COLLEGE EDUCATION AND METROPOLITAN DWELLING FOR RELIGIOUS
DENOMINATIONS (BLACKS EXCLUDED)

(SuperNORC Composite Sample)

Per Cent Per Cent
Denominations College Metropolitan
Baptist 23 46
Methodist 32 51
Lutheran ' 22 53
Presbyterian 51 65
Episcopalian 59 72
Other Protestants 28 56
Protestants, no denomination 34 67
Catholic . 27 71
Jew 60 95

All Americans 32
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TABLE 6

NET EDUCATIONAL DIFFERENCHS OF AMERICAN DENOMINATIONS °
FROM METHODIST MEAN, STANDARDIZING FOR FATHER'S
EDUCATION (BLACKS EXCLUD:D)

Net of Father's

Denominations Gross Difference education
Baptist -1.16 -. .31
Lutheran - ,62 - .40
Presbyterian 0.80 - .28
Episcopalian 1.61 - .40
Other Protestants -0.67 -..03
Protestants, no denomination -0.57 - .68
Catholic ~-0.53 - .09
Jew 2.12 1.21




TABLE 7

NET OCCUPATIONAL PRESTIGE DIFFERENGES OF AMERICAN DENOMINAT IONS
FROM METHODIST MEAN, STANDARDIZING FOR FATHER'S EDUCATION
AND OWN EDUCATION (BLACKS EXCLUDED)

Denomlnations Cross Net of Father's Net of Father's
Educatiomn and Own Education
Baptist -3.92 3.91 -2.44 ’
Lutheran -2.23 2,22 -1.29
Presbyterian 5.26 4,64 3.30
Episcopalian 7.02 3.06 2.90
Other Protestants -2.80 -1.69 - :79
Protestants, no denomination -0.51 .64 - .50

‘ Catholic

Jew




TABLE 8

NET INCOME DIFFERENCES OF AMERICAN DENOMINATIONS FROM METIODIST
MEAN, STANDARDIZING FOR FATHER'S EDUCATION, FOR FATHER'S
EDUCATION AND OWN EDUCATION; AND FOR FATHER'S
EDUCATION, OWN EDUCATION, AND OCCUPA-
TIONAL PRESTIGE (BLACKS EXCLUDED)

(SuperNORC Composite Sample)

Net of Father's
Net of Father's Education, Own Edu-
Net of Father's Education and ecation, and Occu-

Denominations Gross Education Own Educ. :ion pational Prestige
Baptist -1109 - 702 709 - 246
Lutheran - 425 - 318 - 285 - 60
Presbyterian 942 480 563 - 99
Episcopalian 1168 428 249 - 32

. Other Protestants -1035 - 650 - 756 - 384
Protestants, no de-

nomination 1525 1450 1770 1786

Catholic - 196 106 92 274

Jew 3136 3052 2960 1912




TABLE 9

DIFFERENCES FFOM NATIONAL EDUCATION MEAN OF CATHOLIC
ETHNIC GROUPS (NORCy)

(Mean = 12.3)

Standardized for Father's

Ethnic Group Gross Education, Region and City
Size
Irish <90 .37
German .10 -.53
Polish -.20 :75
Slavic -.60 71
Italian -.60 -.14
French -.30 -.09
. Spanish—speakiné -2,20 -.21
o
™

~




TA

BLE 10

DIFFERENCES FROM NATIONAL OCCUPATIONAL PRESTIGE MEAN
OF CATHOLIC ETHNIC GROUPS (NORC2)

(Mean = 40.4)

e

Standardized for Father's
Education, Region, City Size,

Ethniec Group Gross and Own Education
Irish 3.90 2.28
German .80 .51
Polish - .40 2.71
Slavic - .50 2.05
Italian - .20 1.23
French - 1.50 -1.15
Spanish-speaking - -4.81

7.40




TABLE 11

DIFFERENCES FROM NATIONAL INCOME MEANS OF
CATHOLIC ETHNIC GROUPS (NORC2)

(Mean = $12,706)

Standardized for Father's
Education, Region, City Size,
Own Education, and Occupa-

Ethnic Group Gross tional Prestige
Irish $ 2,162 $ 32
German 1,556 633 .
Polish 677 1,986
Slavic 195 828
Italian 1,253 2,865
> ‘ French - 222 - 398
Spanish-speaking -2,964 - 448
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TABLE 17

RATIO OF COLLEGE ATTENDANCE TO COHORT COLLEGE ATTENDANCE
¥OR CATHOLIC ETHNIC GROUPS

(SuperNORC Composite Sample)

Ethnic Group ,World War I Roaring '20's Depression World War ITI Cold War Vietnam

Irish 1.41 1.44 1.39 1.48 1.18 1.37
German 1.41 .66 .83 1.00 1.00 1.05
Polish .41 .22 40 .69 1.06 1.13
Slavic .53 .61 .52 :72 1.12 1.00
Italian 41 .50 .61 .72 .90 1.04
Spanish-speaking .70 .16 .30 .31 .77 . 60

‘ench .65 .72 .83 .72 .68 A




TABLE 18

DEVIATION FROM OCCUPATIONAL PRESTIGE MEAN OF
COHORT FOR CATHOLIC ETHNIC GROUPS

(SuperNORC Composite Sample)

Ethnic Group  World War I Roaring '20's Depression World War II Cold War Vietnam

————

Irish 7.4 9.7 5.0 8.1 6.1 8.8
Cerman - 1.4 0.7 1.6 . 1.5 6.3 1.5
Polish - 6.2 - 2,9 - 6.4 ‘- 3.6 3.8 5.0
Slavic - 7.4 - 3.1 - 2.1 - 1.7 4.3 0.2
Italian - 2.5 - 1.0 - 1.9 - 0.9 4,9 1.8

anish-speaking -10.0 - 8.1 -12.4 -18.0 -10.0 - 9.0
French - 4,2 - 1.2 - 0.8, - 0.4 1.1 - 3.5
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> TABLE 19

DEVIATION OF CATHOLIC ETHNIC GROUPS FROM COHORT INCOME MEAN
(SuperNORC Composite Sample)

Ethnic Group ,World War I Roaring 20's Depression World War II Cold War Vietnam

Irish $ 147 $ 2,344 $ 881 $ 713 $ 117 ¢ 3,821
German 716 1,166 794 116 778 1, 629
Folish 1,333 - "370 - 17 - 968 940 2;314
Slavic -1,407 321 - 984 - 430 1,862 1,267
Italian 162 - 656 37 - 159 18 3,766
“anish-speaking -1,183 -1,813 -2, 383 -2,410 -2, 289 -2,2471
French - 290 - 958 - 652 - 109 - 298 - 455




FOOTNOTES, CHAPTER 3
1. This chapter condenses and reports on the Catholic dimension
of a larger and much more detailed analysis by Andrew M. Greeley, The Demo-

graphy of Denominational and Ethnic Groups. Beverly Hills, Cal.: Sage Press,

forthcoming,

2., 1 am indebted to Peter H. Rossi for the suggestion that ethnic
groups might be studied in the same way.

3. By adding the two parochial school surveys, we have made the
composite sample disproportionately Catholic. Due allowance has been made
for that in the analysis reported in this chapter. The reader should not
be surprised, however, if in inspecting the tables he discovers more Catholic
respondents than the appropriate 25 per cent.

4, Blacks are excluded from this analysis because it seems that the
most relevant comparisons are between Catholics and other white Americans, and
that the racial factor would blur these comparisons. Similarly, black Catholics
were excluded from most NORC surveys because they are so small a proportion

of the American Catholic population that not enough of them would appear in

the sample to warrant detailed analysis. A discussion ofrhlack Catholics, however,

will be reported in The Demography of Denominational and Ethnic Groups (see note

1).
5. A score in which the various occlpations in the country are ranked

from O to 99,




Footnotes, Chapter 3, page 2.

6. For a discussion of these various techniques, see Althauser

7. Tables 9-11 are based only on the NORCy compositesample. They
represent data collected Sfter 1970. They also represent comparisons with
the national average (including blacks), and are hence standardized on the
national average and not on the Methodist mean. There will be some discrepencies
between data reported in these tables and the previous tables.

8. The French and Spanish-speaking data are reported here only for
the sake of completemess. They should be treated with cautior. Before 1970,
NORC had a sampling point in Manchester, New Haﬁpshire. French respondents
were concentrated in that area, tor the most part. Since 1970, the Manchester
sampling point has been eliminatec NORC's French-speaking respondents, in
addition to some Ncw Englanders, would also include a fair number of Louisiana
Cajuns, Hence the small size of the French sample and the peculiar changes
in its composition make it highly unreliable. Similarly, the geographic
distribution of Spanish-speaking respondents is so badly skewed that one should
be cautious of interpreting the Spanish-speaking data reported, although it
is doubtless true that Spanish-speaking Catholics have yet to have the oppor-
tunity to "catch up" with the rest of the American population. For the Spanish-
speaking (not for the French), better data exist in the federal census.

9, TFor a new and sophisticated approach to the acculturation of immigrants
in one city, see Charles Shannabruch, '"The Catholic Church's role in the A ericani-
zation of Chicago immigrants--1833-1928." Ph. D. dissertation, University of

Chicago, 1975.

10. See The Demography of Dcnominational and Ethnic Groups, (See note 1)

.

for detailed descriptions of German Protestants.
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CUATTER 4

POLLTICAL CONTINUTTY AND CHANGE

Joan L. Fce

Although Amcrican scparation of church and state has prevented |
a dircct connection between religious denominations and political partics,
throughout U.S. history the partics have offered a differential appeal

to votcrs of various religious convictions.1 with the advent of survey
analysis, the tendency of Catholics and Jews to consider themselves
Democrats and of white Protestants to think of themsclves as Republicans
has been well documontcd.2 However, party idcntificatidn appears to be

in a state of flux. Also documented is the growing number of voters to
abandon party identification in favor of independent stance and the shift-
ing allegiances of the once solidly Democratic South.3 Perhaps receiving
less attention, arc the changing econoqic fortuncs of religious groups

in America. In the yecars since World War II, Catholic Americans have
surpassed white Protestants in median cducation and income while Jewish
Americans continue to maintain their highest sociocconomic slot. 4 This

CHApTER

epaper will study the patterns of party identification among American

.religious groups over the past twenly years, paying particular attention

to the partisanship of Catholics.

Before beginning the analysis, it scems appropriate to consider
why religious groups would subscribe to different brands of politics.
Theorctical justifjications assume two main forms: the historical expla-
nations, describing how the religious-political connection begins, and
the maintaining theories, showing how the relationship survives over
time. In the casc of American Catholics, for example, the historical
theorics take three main tacks!

’e
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‘ 1. a) Catholics historically have been an outgroup, low on
the social and cconomic ladder and discriminated against,
PThus, they turned to the Democratic Party (dramatized by
Rooscvelt's cgalitarian New Deal).d

b) Catholics were pushed into the Democratic Party by the
belligerent anti-Catholic and pro-Nativist stands of the
Whig Republicans who bequeathed strands of these tra-
ditions to the Republican Party.

2. The salient candidacy of Al Smith, occurring at a time of
emerging political involvement among immigrants, married
Catholics to Smith's party, the Democratic Party.

3, a) At the time of the great immigrant arrivals, the party
out of power in the North, where most immigrants scttled,
was the Democratic Party. In order to gain strength, it
appcaled to the immigrants through political machines.

b) Immigrant leaders, cxcluded from other avenues of advance-
ment, forced their way into the Democratic Party, bringing
their followers with them,

Once Catholics have been attracted to the Democratic Party, some
.¢"' . :
mechanism must insure their over-time allegiance. There are several

theorics as to how this might be accomplished.

1. Historicist causes: Pecople cling to familiar pattcrns out of
tradition,

2. Parental socialization: Catholics adopt the Democratic identi-
fication of their parents, 11

3. Differential association and group pressurcs: Catholics tend
to associatc with Catholics.7 Their political conversations

: reinforce the group trend.

4, Demographic characteristics: Religion, in fact, may bec a
spurioas corrclate of party jdentification, passed on because
other factors like sociocconomic status remain constant over
generations. 13

5. Rational choice: Catholics may continuc to consider themselves
Democrate because the party seems more sympathetic to the group,
including them in leadership positions. 14

While we cannot test all of the historical and maintaining theorics

offercd, we liope that our over-time analysis will tend to support or to

ERIC
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‘ refute some of these explanations of religious-political association,

and the Catholic-Democratic relationship in particular, ]; the first sectlon

rwe  will study in detail political party identification and non-
identification among American social and religious groups over the past
twenty yecars. It will use an innovative technique, perfected by Kim
and Smidt in their study of party identification--canonical regression. 15
The technique allews a view of two dimensions of party identiflcation:
1) Democratic vs. Repubiican Party support and 2) party identification
vs. independency, to be studied at the same time.‘

-+ In ééction 2 we -~ will hone in on an offshoot of the "differ-
ential association and group pressurc" maintaining theory. The offshoot
stresses the difference between acculturation and acsimilation among

a

ethnic-religious groups, noting that groups may adapt to American ways,

acculturating, while maintaining a separate ethnic identity, resisting

assimilation. This separate cthnic identity may reinforce a group

political trend. Parenti says, "From birth in the sectarian hospital
to childhood play groups to cliques and fraternities in high school and
collepe to the selection of a spouse, a church affiliation, social and
service clubs, a vacation resort, and, as life ncars completion, an old

) age home and sectarian cemetary--the ethnic, if he so desires, may live
within the confines of his sub-societal-matrix--and many do." 16 llowever,
as individuals suburbanize, assimilation may set in with exposure to a more
heterogenous population than the individual encountered in the old neigh-
borhood. This assimilaticn, in turn, may wecaken ties to the group

political trend. . \
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Indced, Greer found in a St. Louis study that Catholic suburban-~
ites voted more Republican than did their inner-city counterparts,
although they continued to identify as Demecrats. 7We will note the
degree of suburbanization among the various religious groups over the
twenty ycar period under study and will obscrve the political identifi- .
cation of the groups according to place of residence. Although this
forms a rather crude test of assimilation since it does not take into
account homogenicty of neighborhood, it will provide some indication
of the political impact of suburlbanization, Finally, we will comrare
the parLy identification patterns of the groups to their scores on a
left-right opinion scale.

The data arc taken from the Michigan Survey Rescarch Center
clection studics. In order to provida a maximum number of cascs for
analysis at each point in time, the studies have been groupcd into
three periods: early (1952, 56, 58), middle (1960, 62, 64), and late

(1968, 70, 72)--cach period containing two precidential elections and

one congressional clection study.

Section 1~

To begin the analysis, two scts of dummy variables arc construct-
ed, onc representing the catcegorices of party identification, and the other
represcnting the demographic characteristics of religion, cducation, region,
race, and placc of residence (inner-city vs. suburb vs. other). A canon-
ical corrclation is run in order to determine the degree to which social

’
background characteristics predict party identification. then, a sccond

canonjcal correlation is computed to determine to what extent religion

alonc could predict party identification. The results appear in Table 1.

90
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Canonical corrclation, a siwmple correlation between the sets
of variates, first sclects a factor accounting for a .aximum amount of
variance in the sets of variables, and then sclects a sccond factor
accounting for a maximum amount of the residual variance not accounted
for by the first factor, and so on. As noted in Table 1, party identi-
fication and the demographic variables correlate on two statistically
significant dimensions (one of which turnms out to be the Democratic
vs. Republican factor, the other the independent vs. party identifier
factor) which will be discussed in more detail below. Here we note
that there is a moderate relationship between party identification and
the social chavacteristics studied, and that the relationship scems
quite stable over the years.18 Furthermqre, given the moderate nature
of the social characteristics~-party identification rclationmship, religion
) ‘ is not a bad predictor of party identification. The correlation of
religion wich party identification is about half of that of party identi-
fication with all of the social characteristic; taken togetncr. The

predictive power of religion in relation to the other social character-

istics is rather surprising, since 't does not take race into account.

Its pouver is somewhat diluted by the fact that black and whitce Protestants

~

hold such difforont party allegiances.

Table 2 reveals a number of interesting things, First of all, when
the scores have been adjusted, religion (andin the early periods, region)
becomes mae important,while the other social characteristics decline in
value, indicating the consistent jmportance of religiorn as a distinct
contrilutor to poiitical views., In contrast, the other social characteristics

' tend to reinforce cach other. Second, the religious scores and racial scores

--and the combined religio-cthnic scores--arc noticcably hitier than the scores

El{fc 99
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. of other, categories with greater distance between groups, indicating greater
political differences along religious and ethnic lines than among other edu-
cational or residence groupings.,

As far as individual religious groups are concerned . . .
The Protestant commitment to Republicanism remains fairly steady over
the period rtudied, as does the Catholic commitment to the Democratic
Party. The Catholic Democratic score jumps slighcly in time 2, a result
of a sharp jump in the 1960 Kennedy election, and the Catholic independ-
ency rate falls slightly during that time period. The figures below
taken from Table 3 more clearly demonstrate the stability of the
Protestant-Catholic differences, with some fluctuation during time 2.
The stability remain: more true of Republican-Democratic differences

than of* differences i: independency,

DIFFERENCES IN DIRECTIOR Oy PARTY IDENTIFICATION AND IN
PARTISANSHIP VS. INDEPENDINCY AMONG WIITE PROTESTANTS
AND CATHOLICS, TIMES 1 THROUGH 3

Time 1 Time 2 Time 3
Dircction of Party Identification
Total Differcnce . ., . . . . . . . -26 -34 -30
Expected on the Basis of
. Other Bocial Characteristics . . +16 +14 +13
Relipious Difference . . ., . . ., . =42 -48 =43 -
Partisanship vs., Indeprndency ©
Total Difference . ., . , ., . . . . 19 9 12
Expected on the Basis of
Other Social Characteristics ., ., -1 2 -2
Religious Difference . . . . . . . 20 7 14

ERIC 10V
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Among Jcws, interestingly, the actual Democratic commitment
‘ scems to have dropped slightly over the ycars, but the adjusted scords
have risen. In other words, the proportion of Democratic Jews in re-
lation to the rest of the poﬁu]ntion is declining slightly--but with
rising Jewish educational levels and suburbanization, the importance
of rcligion as a Democratizing factor is rising.

The "other" religious category forms such a small proportion of
the population that the trends here are probably not too reliable, although
there scewms somewhat of an affinity toward Republicanism and independency
among this group. More interesting are the growing number of Americans
who express no religious affiliation. These voters show a cousistent ten-
déncy to choose indcpendency in political affiliation as well as inde-
peadency in their religious affiliatjon. Indeed, they represent the most
consistent ly independent group of voters in the U,S.

The ethno-religious categories at the bottom of Table2 : provide
additional information, particularly on the Catholics. The inclination

of Irish and Polish Catholics to consider themselves Democrats approaches

the Jewisl inclination; in fact, their Democratic lcanings exceed thosc

of the Jews in the middle period containing .the Kennedy election. On

the other hand, the blacks from time 1 to time 3 evolve from one of

the wecaker Democratic ethnic supporters to the most Democratic cthnic
groupiug. The Cathelic groups and the Jews at time 1 show the grecatest
tendency toward independency; by time 3 the differences between the
religious-cthnic groups seems to have diminished in the arca of independ-

ency ve. partisanship,

EI{IIC 1041 '
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. Figure 1 summarizes the information contained in the tables on
religion and partisanship. The two triangles represent the changing
social distance between the different part identifications in time 1 (the
unbroken line) and time 2 (the broken line). Kim and Schmidt (1974) explain

. 1 . .
the rationale behind this social distance technlque.9 Suffice it to say

here that scores are the mean partisan scores on each dimension of social

background characteristics, The figure show us that in Time 1 ana time 3,

the greatest difference in social chara-teristics occurs between nuvublicans

and Democrats. Incontrast, the Republicans and Indecpendents are closest in

social characteristics during the Eisenhower ycars of time 1, but by time 3

the Democrats and the Independente represent closer social backgrounds.

The quadrangle and pentagon in Figure 1 show the partisan differences

between the various religious groups (obtained directly from the adjusted
. scores of Table 2). We see that during the Eiscnhower years, those of "other"

religions and of no religion, on the average, arc in party identifi-

cation; and by time 3, they maintain the proximity, but do a flip-flop on

the Democrat-Republican scale. The Jews and Protestants experience the

greatest distance in partisan idcntificatioﬁ--with the distance growing

from time 1 to time 3. As a matter of fact, political distancc between

religious groups scems to he intensif&ing slightly over time--as shown

by the inercasing arca of the time 3 quadrangle over that of time 1

caused by the greater distances between the partisan scores of most

religious groups. Between Protestants and Catholics, however, differences

in partisanism actually decrcased slightly from a difference of 46.4 points

e 102
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{n time 1 to a difference of 45.1 points in time 3. This decreasce in
partisanship probably results from the increcasingly Democratic identifi-
cation of black Protestants. Table 3 summarizes the differences in partisan-
ghip noted in Figure 1. The left hand score in cach column is the difference
between the groups at time 1; the right hand score represents the time 3
difference.

It should be recalled, from Table 1, that the middle time period
producced the largest correlation between religion and party identification
on both dimensions. These partisan distances, therefore, would be larger
during time 2 than in times 1 and 3. It sccms, however, that the short
term force of a religiously salient clection produced the increase in the
political-party religion relationship during time 2. For this reason, we
have graphed times 1 and 3, which should reflect a more accurate picture
of the over-time long term trend, From Table 1, we also remember that the

relationship between religion and party identification incrcased along

Dimension II betuveen times 1 and 3, Dimension I remaining the same. Thus,
most of the increased distance in partisanship shown over the years results
from an increcasing rclationship between independency and religion rather
than betwcen a growing derominational-party relationship. This jibes with
Figure 1, where, with the exception of the Jews, most of the movement by

the religious groups is along th- Y rather than the X axis,
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To summarize, we have learned interesting trends from the canonical
regression of party identification with a variety of social characteristics
and from the canonical rcgression of party identification with religion.
First, in rclation to other characteristics, religion is a fairly important
predictor of party identification--distinct from other social characteristics.
Second, as a predictor ol kepublical or Democratic party identification
(Dimension I), religion remains fairly stable over time, increasing slightly
in time 2, the period containing « religiously salient election.

On the sccond dimension, independency, religion has become a

slightly better predictor of partisanship or lack of partisanship over
.time, A good part of this predictability seems to stem from the growing
aumber of voters who cspouse no religion and no party affiliation, Most

probably thesc pcople are a young cohort of the Viet Nam gencration voters.

We should note, however, that those Americans without a religion have

in all time periods been independent. (They appcar particularly inde-

pendent in time 2 as compared to the major religions who more steadfastly

hold party identifications in this period,) What makes these "'no-religionists”
rorc important as time gocs om is their incrcasing numbers.

Concerning the partisanship of the various religious groups: white
Protestants and Catholics remain fairiy stable in their over-time partisan
commitments, the Protestants maintaining a more Republican identification ’//’,
than the rest of the population, the Catholics a more Democratic onc. As
ment ioned above, those cspousing no religion also demonstrate a stable

trend, but onc of indcpendency rather than partisanship., From time 1 to
’ ] Y I
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time 3, the Jews grow slightly less Democratic as compared to the rest of the
‘ ' populatior:; but religion, compared to other social characteristics, becomes a
more important predictor of their partisanship. In contrast, black Protestants

dramatically increase their allegiance to the Democratic party.

Scction 2

Before tackling the relationship between suburbanization and
party identification among the religious groups, it is interesting to
note the change in residence patterns over the past 20 ycars. Table 4
dramatizes this change. It ref}octs the proportion of the population,
in each religious-racial group, that lives in the suburbs as a percen-
tage of those located in metropolitan areas., In the case of blacks in
time 1, for example, 21 per cent of the ;ample live in the suburbs of
large citics (12 Standard Metropolitan Sampling Areas), with the remain-
. . ing 79 per cent inhabiting the inner city,

.In cach of the time periods under study, the white Protestant
group represents the highest proportion of suburbanites, The white

Catholics and Jews arc suburbanizing at a much more rapid rate than Pro-

testant suburban dwellers. On the other hand the Catholic suburbani-

zation rate has slowed between times 2 and 3 and may be recaching an equi-
libgium stage. DBlack Protestants suburbanized little over the years
studied and may even have become more urban. The whites expressing no
religion do not contain enough respondents to offer a stable trend, but
they appear somewhat less suburbanjzed than white Protestants and pos-
sibly than white Catholics,

We now begin a study of Figures 2 through 7. These figurcs

‘ graph the mean party identificatjon scores (when 0 cquals strong Demo-

crat, 1 equals wecak Democrat, 2 equals a Democratic-leaning independent,
-y

3 cquals a "pure” dependent, 4 cquals a Republican-leaning independent,

- ERIC 109




Q.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-12-
5 eoquals a weak Republican, and 6 cquals a strong Republican) eof the dif-

ferent racial-religious groups according to their educational and residence

patterns, The figures posscss the advantage of displaying, perhaps more

clearly, the trends discussed in Part I while presenting cvidence on the
fmpact of place of rosidence on the party-identification of religious
g;oups. Unlike the canonical regression scores, however, mean party
jdentification scores do not distinguish between party identificers and
independents.  If a group of Catholic chubiigﬂn suburbanites becomes
independent and aﬂ equivalent grouvp of Catholic suburban Dewociats also
takes on an independent identification, the mdéan party identification
score of iche group will rcwain the same, (This was true of the panoni-
cal regression technique concerning Democrat to Republican (or vice versa)
group changes; however cuch movement occurs less often than a shift toward
independency in these times.) With this caveat in mind, we address the
figures.

Figures 2a through 2e note the mean party identification scores
of five racial-religious groups (white Protestants, white Catholics, white
Jews, thosc whites who hold no religious affiliation, and black and other
non-white Protestants), according to their cducational backgrounds. The
trends shown in Figures 2a and b arc most probably more reliable than
those of 2c, d, and c since the white Protestant and Catholic groups con-
tain many more pecople. In these two white groups, Catholic and Protcstant,
the difference in mean par, identilication scores among the different
cducational groups is similar. In both cases, across time, the college
oducated consistently vecr more toward a Republican or independent stance,
with the high school cducated slightl]y more Democratic, and those with
less than a Liigh school cducation most Pemocratic of all., A daiffcrence
exists in cegree of Democratic attachment', however, the highest educated
Catholics showing about the same tendency to ¢all themselves Democrats as

PN TS L YT OUD Catholics at all leveus of
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education showed the pgreatest iLendency toward the Democratic Party in the
middle time frame,

In contrast to the white Catholics and Protestants, the Jews and
black Protestants scem to be less politically divided on educational lines;
vithin group party identification is more similar at cach cducational level,
Among the Jews, the highest cducated group members show the greatest tendency
to call thicmsclves Democrats in two of tlic time periods out cf threce. The
most Republican-Tndependent Jewish group in all time frames remains the
high school educated. Blacks of all cducational levels show a growing
Democratic trend over the twenty year period, The time 2 fluctuation in
the col&oge-educated group may result from the small numbers it contains
(N=15, 28, 41 in times 1, 2, and 3 respectively).

Intecrestingly, those who hold no religious affiliation scem to
be f&ir]y cohesive along partisan lines, Again the fluctuations among
the college-cducated probably result from the very few cases the category
contains in times 1 ard 2 (N=18, 21 and 62 in times 1, 2, and 3 cespecti-
vely). By time 3, the three educational groups had come together to, what
we know from Scction I, is a tendecacy to independency. In this final time
period, thic mean party identification score varies less between educational
groupings of the non-denominational than it does among white Catholic; and
Protestants,

Figuro% 3a through ¢ compare party identification scores according
to placc of scsidence within the racial-religious groups. Interestingly,
among whitr Catholics, and to a lesser degree, white Protestants, place of
residence does not distinguish as well as level of cducation between the
party identification tendencies, Catholics, particularly, show almont

identical party identification trends in each of the three residence
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arcas of inner city, suburb, and small city/town/rural area, Among white
Protestants, it should be noted, unlike most other groups, thosc living
in small cities, towns and rural arcas arc consistently more Democratic
than inner-city dwellers.
Awong Jews, in contrast, place of residence distinguishes better
than cducational Jevel between different party identification patterns,
.with inner cicy residents consistently more Democratic, Small cities,
towns and rural arcas--just opposite of the white Protestant trend-- remain
consistently less Democratic, Perhaps this tendency of Jews to identify
less Democratically in smaller arcas and for white Protestants to identify
morce Demécrnticnl]y in the same arcas indicates a pressure toward homo-
geneous pelitical patterns in small towns as opposed to the suburbs.
Blacks shou similar patterns of party identification according
’ ‘ to place of residence as they did according to levels of cducatijon; most

blacks arc becoming more Democratic. Although the number of suburban

blacks is fairly small (an average of 51 cases per time frame), suburban
blacks show a stable party identification score--secmingly reii§ting the
group pull toward a wmorc Democratic party identification,

Those whites without a religious affiliation demonstrate similar
partisan scores when differentiated by residence size as they did when
separated by educational attainment--cspecially in time 3, which contains
the most rospondénts.

Instead of arraying the various racial-religious groups on a
scale of party identification, Figurcs 4 and 5 dramatize the different

left-vight political opinions the various groups hold, Left right vicws

. arc measures by a factor-analyzed and weighted scale consisting of five
{ssue arcas: black welfare, school integration, cconomic welfare, slze

Q of government, and forcign policy (mostly attitudes toward Communism),
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The questions under cach arca arc taken trom the SRC election files from

, DU . 159 .
which the party identification information has comc.’2 The left-right

opinions of the different groups fall on a scale ranging from 300

(extremely liberal) to -300 (extremely conservative).

Perhaps the most striking feature in figures 4a, b, ¢, d, and ¢

is the swing “csard the left by the college-cducated among all rcligious

groups betwee.. imes 2 and 3, the Catholic college-cducated showing the

biggest jump, a rise of 80 points in the two time periods, Yet, this

changing political ideology docs not scem to have sparked among the well-

educated a shift in party identification toward the Democrats, This turn-

ing toward liberalism among the college-educated accompanies a slight

swing toward conservatism among the less-educated white Protestants,

Catholics, and Jews.

Among blacks, education docs not seenm to affect ideology as much

as it docs in the other groups. All segments of the bhlack population

share quite liberal positions in time 1 and grow more liberal ovur the

years. Again, the downward bump in the pattcrn of college-educated blacks

probably refleccts small numbers (only 15 in time 2, 28 in timc 1 and 39

in time 3).

Interestingty, those whites holding no religious affiliation show

the greatest difference in idcology between the college cducated and the

lesser educated, This may result from a dsvision of the '"no religion"

voters into a group of well-educated agnostics for whom lack of religion

is a part of an ongoing ideology in contrast to a group of not as well-

educated who have driftcd avay from religion but who hold political vicws

closer to those of the rest of the population. The first, morc highly
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cducated component expresscs idcological vicws similar to thosc of highly
cducated Jews; the other, lcsser-oéucatcd, component offers a political
ideology morc similar to that of white Protestants and white Catholics.
Aside from the no-religion whites, the four groups of vhite Protestants,
white Catholics, Jews and black Protestants show individually ciustered,
political idcologies which ascend monotonically--spanning the spectrum
from the morec conscrvative white Protestants through the middle shades of
white Catholics and Jews to the most liberal black Protestants.

Figurc 5 portrays varying shades of political .ideology by resi-
dence place. While white protestants showeé the greatest divergence in
party identification betweecn suburbar respondents and those in small cities,
towns and rural arcas, these two groups espousc similar political ideo-
logics. This fact demonstrates that the translation of ideology into
party identification is oftcn a garbled one,

Among white Protestants, Catholics, and Jew alike, the leftward
movement among colicge cducated in political views does not spell a liberal
swing in the suburbs, In fact, the Catholic and Jewish suburban voters both
became quite a bit more consofvative. This factor indicates a high proportion
of suburbanites with less than & college éducation.

While the number of whites cspousing no rcligion and living in the
city remains quite small (N=16, 26, and 45 in timcs 1, 2 and 3, respectively)
the extreme upward dirvection of this line is intercsting., It might re-
flect a growing tendency for more radical white, well-cducated persons to
scok an urban envi.onment, In the 1950's the differences between the inner-
city and the suburbs were not so starkly drauwn, Today, choesing a subur-

ban residence over an urban onc may Indicate a more conservative political

bent,
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1f one considers membership in the Democratic Party the more
liberal partisan identification, the blacks, of ali groups have ecvolved
‘n tle twenty year period in the wost consistent directions. From time
1 to time 3 they became increasingly Democratic and, at the same time,
ihcir political idecology evolved to the left. |

As a final test of the impact of place of residence on Catholic
party identification and political opinioms, Figurc 6 notes the party
identification and left-right scores of white Catholics and Protestants
in different residence arcas after the effects of education have been

2221
removed, ~The figures shouw what the scores would be in tae different
residence areas if educational attainment in the city, suburbs, and other
arcas were the same., Although removisg the effect of education shifts
white Protestants and Catholics as a whole into more Democratic and more
liberal positions, controlling for education affects relatively little
the ordering of scores according to residence place, indicating that,
among white Catholics and Protestants, the educational levels are not
radically diffcrent in the three residence areas.

As far as party identification is concerned, the cnly period in
which the order of the party identification changes is time 2, Controlling
for cducation shifts Protestant city-dwellcrg into a wmore Democratic
position than the Protestant voters in small citics, towns, and rural
arcas. The educational control in the Catholic population demonstrates
that in time 2 suburban Catholics identified more Democratically than did
city residents and people living in "other" arcas if one takes into con-
sideration the fact that Catholic suburbanites are slightly better educated

than their countevparts in other arcas, In the arca of left-right idco-

logics, controlling for cducation brings the Protestant groups into almost

111
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identical idcologics in time 2, while Catholic suburbanites draw slightly

‘ further away from their corcligionists, becoming slightly more liberal,
Conclusions
At the outset . we prdvposed to study shifts in

party identification awong religious groups since the 1950's. We hoped

to pay particular attention to the impact of suburbanization on the

Catholic population and to sce if we could corroborate amny of the re-
ligious-political thecoriecs., We have found that religion continues to
exert an impact on party identification over the period'studicd; and,
indecd, the impact secms to be increasing slightly as the distance in
partisanship between the religious groups grows, This slight increase
results not from a grcater commitment by religious groués to particular
partics, but, rather from an improving ability to predict independency
‘ on the basis of religious affiliation (or non-affiliation).

Furthermore, the connection between religion and party identi-
fication docs not seem to diminish greatly with changes in socioeconomic
status, While Catholics rose in sociocconomic status from 1952 to 1972,
surpassing white Protestants in mean income and education, their attraction

for the Democratic Party did not diminish., Nor did it diminish when the

. group suburbanized, Catholic suburbanites hold ncarly as strong Democratic
vicws as do their corcligionists in other areas, This finding, while it doces
not refute the hypothesis that groups abandon group-held political ties as
they assimilate since we do not know how heterogenous are the suburban
neighborhoods containing Catholics, it certainly does not lend weight to

the hypothesis,

‘ Wit' . groupe, different factors do affect party identification,

however. Amon, Jrotestants and Catholics, cducation scems to determine
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the direction of party identification, Jews and black Protestants scem
to identify diffevently according to residence pattern, These findings
indicate that a general theory on party identification may not always
apply to the sub-societal groups within the U.S. While parsimony and
generalization remain the aims .of theory, exceptioﬁs to the rulc may
speak more accurately to the varving experiences of cultural minoritics,

Perhaps the most intercsting aspect of our study lies in a
comparison of party identification with left-right views, While the most
highly cducated aud the least highly cducated groups, white Jews and
black Protestants, respectively, support the Democratic Party, their
motives, on the surface, scem quite consistent, Each of these groups
concomitantly holds the most liberal idcological views, Yet, another
highly liberal group, the college-cducated "no religionist", chooses to
express its political views in indepcndency: And a more conservative
group, American Catholics also has married itself to the Democratic Party,

How does one make scnse of these choices by religious groupings?
One thcory which scems to shed light on these political choices is the
"outgroup" or "minority" explanation of attraction to the Democvats, It
offers a reason vhy such three diversc groups as white Catholics, Jews
and blacks mi ht find shelter under the same political umbrella, Each
group at certain times in U,S. history has been discriminated against by
the cstablishment and thus might continuc to shy from the more-cstablish-
ment Republican Party,

In conclusion, our findings scem to support the historical ''out-
group" theories of Democratic Party idcntification.20 The findings tend
to refute the spurious cor;olatc thelry, that religion is mercly a re-

flection of other demographic characteristics and lends no weight to the
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hypothesis asscrting that as the old cthnic groups suburbanize, the
Catholic Democratic ties will diminish, The findings point out the
need for more detailed studies of the distinct minority group political
patterns within our socicty--a task made difficult by the small numbers

of such pcople encountered in national surveys,

To conclude, if onc had been asked twenty years ago whetha social,
educational, and geographic mobility would have a more negative effect on
Amecrican Catholics loyal to their Church or.to the Democratic party and the
moderate liberalism which has marked their Democratic affiliation, one wnuld
probably have guessed that the party would be in trouble and the Church wuld
not. In fact, the data in the previous chapter suggest that loyalty to many
of the Church's tcachings and practices has been eroded. D.ta in the next
chapter will reveal a sharp increase in apostasy rates, However, neither
suburbanization nor economic and educational advancement secmed to have
had much impact on Catholic loyalt; to the Democratic party. Such a phen-
omenon docs not prove that the decline in religious loyalty results from other
factors besides acculturation and sociocconomic success, but it at least
alerts us to the possibility that somecthing shattering happcned to one loyalty
and not to the other. When one considers the turmoil that has rocked the
Democratic party since the 1968 convention, one must face the possibility
that whatever happcned to the Catholic Church during the last decade may have

been cataclyswic indeed.




. FOOTNOTES

1A concisce summary of the rclationships between various religious
groups and political parties appears in Seymour Martin Lipset, "Religion
and Politics in the Amecrican Past and Present,' in Lee and Murray, ed,.,
Religion and Social Conflict, New York, 1964.

2Bcginn5ng with Paul F. Lazarsfeld, Bernard Berclson, and Hazel
gaudet, The People's Choice, New York, 1944, most studies touching or
religion and politics discuss the attraction of the religions to differcnt
parties. A representative sample are: Bernard R. Berelson, Paul F,
Lazarsfeld, and William N. McPhee, Voting, Chicago, 1954; Angus Campbcll
et al., The American Voter (abridged cdition), New York, 1964; Gerhardt
Lenski, The Religious Factor, Garden City, New York, 1961.

"’"//, ) 3See especially, Walter Dean Nurnham, Critical Electjions and the
Majnsprings of American Politics, New Yorl, 1970, p. 91-174; Philip E.
Conversc, 'Possible Realignment in the South," in Angus Campbell et al.,
Elections and the Political Order, New York, 1966, p. 212-244,

4Tablcs A and B, taken from the SRC files provide a sample of the

. over-time changes in Catholic income and education. While, in Table A,
the inncr city and suburban Catholics begin in time 1 with an income below
that of white Protestants, by time 3 their ircomes exceed the white
Protestant income. In all residencc arcas, the Catholic rate of income
grouth exceeds that of white Protestants. Jews begin with an income
excceding that of all other groups and maintain their lead. (In this
table income is not adjusted for inflation.)

Table B, which notcs means years of education, focuses on ethnic
groups rather than on residence place. Again, in time 1, most Catholic
ethnic groups (with the exception of the Irish Catholics) fall behind the
white Protestant mean years of educational attaimment. But the Catholics,
on the average, gain faster than white Protestants, slightly exceeding
their mean by time 3. Jcws not only begin with the highest level of
education (slightly higher than Irish Catholics), but they tie with
Spanish Amcricans for the highest amount of education gained over the time
period, putting the Jews farther ahcad in educational attainment by time 3.

~ For a more detailed analysis of the SES trends of the various
ethnic and religious groups, sce Andrew M. Greeley, "Making It: A Recon-
striction of the Demographic History of Religio-Ethnic Groups iu the
20th Century,' an unpublished rescarch note of the National Opiunion Rescarch
Center, Yniversity of Chicago.
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. TABLY A
MEDIAN INCO.IE AMONG THE THREE RELTGIOUS GROUPS (AS A PERCENTAGE
OF THE GRAND MEAN INCOME), TIME 1 vs. TIME 3,
BY RACE AND KRESIDENCE PILACE
(Per Cent)
iR ... Time 1 Time 3 . |
Group 1952-1958  1968-197  Difference
Central City (White):
Protestant . « v & « 4 « « o« o 95 111 +16
Catholic e b e e e e e e e e 94 « 122 +28
JEW v v v 6 e e e e e e e e e 111 143 . +32
Suburb (White):
Protestant e e e e e e e e e 111 152 +41
Catholic e e e e e s e e e s 102 156 +54
N 3 151 213 +62
Other Areas (White):
Protestant o v o o o 6 0 b0 e o e 83 112 +29
Catholic . . . . + v v ¢« v & « & 87 121 +34
JEW v v v v e e e e e e e e e 141 147 + 6
Black and Spanish, All Arcas: .
Protestant . . v « o« o « 2 + o « 45 73 +28
‘ Catholic c h a e e e e e 72 98 4-25

TABLE B

MEDIAN YEARS OF EDUCATION BY ETHNIC GROUP AT TIMES 1 ANy 3

Group Time 1 Time 3 Difference
1952-1958 1968-1972 T
English Protestant . . « « « + + . 10.1 11.3 i.2
Scandivanian Protestant . . . . . . 10.6 12.5 1.9
German Protestant o o o o o e o o 10,3 11.4 1.1
Other Protestant: & v v v & o o o 10.5 10.8 .3
Irish Catholic . . . . . . 11,1 12,6 1.5
German Catholic e e e e e e 9.6 11.5 1.9
Polish Catholic e e e e e e s 9.5 10.7 1.2
Slavic Catholic « e e e e e 9,7 11.4 1.7
Italian Catholic v v v v v ¢« o o & 9.6 11.2 1.6
Other Catholic o o v o v v ¢ v o 10.5 11.5 1.0
JOWS & v v o v 0 e e e e e e e 11.2 13.4 2.2
Blacks e e e e e 4 8.6 10,2 1.6
Spanish o v o v 4 0 0 0 0 0 e e e 8.0 10,2 2.2
’ OLher v v v v v 6 e e 0 e 0 0 e 0 10.9 12.4 1.5
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revised, New vork, 19506, p. 41, C The American Votelx,
op, cit., P. 92; also Lipsct, Op- cit.

5Samuc1 Lubell, The Future of itics, 2nd edition

6. . . ‘s
Lipset, op. €il.; also Lawrence Fuchs, nSome Political Aspects

of Tmmigration," in ¥uchs, cd., Amcrican Etlmiec Politics, New York, 1968.

Fuchs analyzes aativism in American politics, dealing more dircctly with

nationality than vith religion. 0f coursc, nationality and religion
are oiten bound up. .

7V. 0. Key, Jr., "A Theory of Critical Llections," Journal of
Politrcs, 27, 1955, p. 3-18., Duncan lMacrac and James A, Meldrum note in
ficritical Elections in Illinois, 1888-1958," ELgﬂAjgﬁiggg_RgliLiggl
Scicnce Revicw, 54, 1960, p. 669-683, the same tendency of Swith's
candidacy to ued Catholics to the Democrats and to drive Protestants
into Republican ranks but cmphasizc that in this state "the more lasting
effects of that change scem more closely related to urban-foreign back-

ground than to religion as such."

8Harry A. Bailey, Jr., and Ellis Katz, cds., Ethnic Group
Politics, Columbus, 1969, This is one of the best readers on religion,
mationality and politics.

9

Ibid.

1OKey and Munger document this tendency among Indiana voters.

In cssentially similar countics they find cont inuing contrasting partisan
attachments over time "at lcast to some extent independent of other

social groupings." V. 0. Key and Frank Munger, ngocial Determinism and
Electoral Decision: The Case of Indiana," in Burdeck and prodbeck, cds.,
American Voting Behavior, Glencoc, 111inois, 1959, P. 281-299. Wolfinger's
finding that New laven Ttalians maintain their support for the Republican
party becaust of early salient Italian candidacies lends further weight

to the theory. Raymond E. Wwolfinger, "The development and Persistence of

.

Ethnic Voting," The American Political Science Review, 59, 1965, P- 896-908.

11H. 1. Remmers shows that high school students assumé to a great
degrec the party identification of their parents. 1. H., Remmers, "Larly
Socialization of Attitudes in Rrudick and prodbeck, cds., American Voting
Dehavior, Glencoe, I1linois, 1959, p. 55-67. Also, M. Kent Jernings and
Rithard G. Wiemi, wihe Transmission of Political Values {rem Parent to
¢hild," Amcrican Political Scicence peview, 62, 1968, p. 169-184.

lzThc strength of adherence to the group standard depends on the
salicnce of the political issue. Campbell ct_al., op cit., P- 92, study
the Catholic yolinyg patterns in regard to Catholic congrcssional can-
didates., Yor analysis of the 1960 ¢lection, secc Philip E. Converse,
npeligion and politics: 1960 Flect ion,' in Angus camphel] ct al.,

11%
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Elections and the Political Order, New York, 1966, p. 96-124, Berelson
and Lenski find a tendency to conform to the group standard of party

‘ preference even when the group standard differs from parental party
affiliation. Derelson, op, c¢it.,; Lenski, op., cit.

13 . . : :
When sociocconowmic status -es over generations, these
“ecross pressures' lessen a Catholic attraction to the Democratic Party,

Berelson, op, cit.

MPctcr 1. Odegard in “Catholicism and Elections in the United
States," in Odegard, cd., Religion and Politics, Englcwood, New Jersey,
pe 120-121, obscrves "under Democratic presidents Tranklin Roosevelt and
Harry Truman, one out of every four judicial appointments went to a
Catholic as against onc out of every 25 under Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover,"

5Jao-On Kim and Corwin E. Schmidt, "The Changing Bases of Political
Identification in the United States: 1952-1972," University of Iowa,
Department of Sociology, Sociology Working Paper Series, 74:3. The
authors define canonical regression as a '"method of analysis which uses
(1) the canonical corrclation with dummy variables as a means of quanti-
fying categorical variables, (2) some featurcs of discriminant function
analysis as a means of measuring distances betwcen groups, and (3) dummy
regression (and MCA) as a means of displaying multivariate relationships,"

. . 16Mic1mc1 Parcnti, "Ethnic Politics and the Persistence of Ethnic
Identification," in Bailey and Katz, eds,, Ethnic Group Politics, Columbus,
Ohio, 1969, p. 272,

17Scott Greer, "Catholic Voters and the Democratic Party,' Public
Opinion Quarterly, 25, 1961, p., 611-0625,

18 . . ;s . . s
Using the social characteristics of scx, age, region, religion,
education, occupation, and income, Kim and Schmidt achicved corrclations
several points higher on Dimension T in the presential clections they
studicd and averaging about ten points higlher on Dimension II.

N,
9John R, Petrocik, Chanping Party Coalitions and the Attitudinal
Basis_of Alienwent, 1952-1972, Ph,D, dissertation in the Department of
Political Scigpcc, University of Chicago,

zoncncribing the technique for deriving mean social background
scores for cach partis:mn group, Kim and Schmidt point out, "Because
canonical correlation is a simple correlation between respective canonical
variates and because these canonical variates are standardized to have
a mean cqual to zero, the expected canonical scores can be given by the
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following simple regression equations:
o 17 NP 1)

S2 % TaP2 2

where s. and s, represent the canonical variates for partisan identificae

tion and r, an r, represent the canonical correlations."

21Tho intricacies of construction of the scale will be described
in full in Nie et al., The Changing American Votcy, funded by the 20th
Century Fund, and tentatively to be published later this year,

A sample question from cach issue area follows;

1) Black Welfave: If Negroes arc not getting fair treatment in jobs and
housing, the government should scc to it that they do.
Agrece strongly; Agrce but not very strongly; Not sure, it depends;
Disagree but not very strongly; Don't know.

2) School Intepration: The government in Washington should stay out of
the question of whether white and colored children go to tihw same

school,
Agree strongly; Agree but not very strongly; Not sure, it depends;;
) . Disagrce but not very strongly; Don't know,

3) Economic Wclfare: The government in Washington ought to see to it
that cveryonc who wants to work can find a job,
‘ Agree straply; Agree but not very strongly; Not sure, it depends;
Disagrce but not very strongly; Don't know,

4) Sizc of Govermment: Some people are afraid that the government in

Washington is getting too powerful for the good of the country and
the individual person. Others feel that the govermment has not gotten
too strong for the good of the country,
Have you been interested enough in this to favor one side or othe other?
If yes: What is your feeling, do you think,,.

a. Yes, the government is getting too powerful,

b, Yes, the government has not gotten too strong,

c. Other, depends, (Category not read to respondent, )

5) Foreign Policy: The wnited States should keep soldiers overscas where
they can help countries that arce against Co.aaunism,
Agree strongly; Agree but not very strongly; Not sure, it depends;
Disagree bLut not very strongly; Don't know.

’
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‘ 22‘]‘11(: offcets of cducation were removed by determining mean
party identification scaies through a dummy regression of religion,
residence place, and cducation on party jidentification, and then by
subtracting thot contribution made by the education beta, The technique
of usiap dummy regression to obtain mcan scores is outliuned clearly
in Jac-On Kim and Frank J. Kohout, "Special Topics in General Lincar
Models," in Nic et al., SPSS, 2nd Edition, New York, 1973, p. 373-383.
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TABLE 1

CANONICAL CORRELATION OF PARTY IDENTIFTCATION

. Dimension I

Dimension IIX

A. With Religion, Race, Residence Place,

Region, and Education

Time 1 .+ . « « & . 3317 .1198

Time 2 . . « « . 3220 L1178

Time 3 . . . . . . 3336 . 1504
B. With Religion

Time 1 , . . . . .1572 L0421

Time 2 . 4+ o .+ .1743 * .0813

Time 3 . . . . . .1574 . 0833
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TABLE 4

SUBURBANLIZATION PATTERNS AMONG DIFFERENT RACLAL-RELIGTOUS
GROUP, TIMES 1, 2, AND 3 (SUBUHRDANITES AS A PERTENTAGE
OF THOSE LIVING IN METROPOLITAN ARVAS)

(Per Cent)

—R‘ncial-Rc]ﬂi‘g—*,—ious Time 1 Time 2 1-1:11: 3 D.i:f..ferencc
Group (1952-58) | (1960-64) | (1968-72) ,}j;‘:g ; -
White Protestants . . . 64(969) 71(943) 78(820) 14
White Catholics . . . . 42(814) 60(740) 68(774) .26
White Jews . .. ... | 1500, 32(218)' 49 18y 34
White None . . . . . . 62 42) 61 (66) 54 (97? -8
Black Protestants 21(224) 23(247) 19(216) -2
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Pipure 2: Mean Yorty Identificobion Scoves by Racial-Folipious
Group Coutrolling for Educanbion
(6=5trong Rerublicon %=Independent O=0trong Democrat)
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Figure %: MPean Tirty Tadentification Scores by Reeial-Religious
Groun, Controllinm for !'lrcr of Residence
(6-Strone Republicon, %= Indenendent, O-%trong Democrat)
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Groun, Contrelline for Yducrtion
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CHAYTLR 5

COUNC I, 01 ENCYCLICAL?

Before we turn to the central analytic question of this bool,
the iwpact of drastic social change on value-oricented education, we must
first sce whether ve can explain the religious change that has occurrcd in
the Anerican Catholic population eince the analysis reported in The Rduca-

tiom of Catholic Americars . It would be difficult to understand the mean-

ing of the change in valuc-oriented cducation unjess we can first of all
. explain the change in the valucs vliich the education was supposed to pro- - .
duce.
sut the social scientiste who have begua to work inthe area of
measuring social changze in the past [ew years have discovered that to
explaio rocial change is not as casy as it looks. Most historical geacra-

lizatious -hout large population groups do not casily admit to {alsification.

[

There is no vay in vhich the hypotheses implicit in the gencralization can
be proven wroug. IL a proposition cannot be Jfalsified, neither can it be
verified., It ray make logical scnsce, it may be pevsuasive, it may cvea be
J 1 ) J

truc; but by the canons of cvidence noraally uscd in social scicnce vescarch,
it must stand as an waproven hypothesis,

Consider a nusber-of such propositions:

L]
(Y ) Averican blacks beeame political ly vwobilized because of the civil

‘ richts wavescuts (2) toe cauly dnainrants to Aucrica [rom Enplond cane beeatiog

ERIC
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of religious persceution.  (3)  Southerners hove Lurpoed Lrom Demoevatic teo
Repehlican voiing in presidential eleet fons b coose of the Demozvatic party's
stond on the roce questien.

AlT three proponitions seom plansible, One can detail Lrom historical
rescarch the growth of each of the pair of variables involved in Lhe proposition,
The civil rights movement did grov and blacks did become moro mobilized politically.
(Ideed there wes almost a revolution of polifical activiasn awong Ancrican blacks

(Sewell)
in the 1962s,) Religious persccertion did increcve and the Puritans did ~oue
to Avcrica.  The Democratic party did indeed bLeceme more Llack and attract a
Laveer proportion of blacks as fereal affiliates; and southerners do indeed
vote for Ripublican presidential candidates.
' But suppose you are asked tospecify the links betocen the variables it
each piroposition avd then prove them. You weould be very havd put to do so,.

. . . - IR N N . . PR | S . . H ‘ep e
Vi & l_l\l))"L)’ QoL ‘\l,U\u \,‘h(“ wWas Ly ine n.a,lu'zu Or nosl Of t_h'. k(l),}y J_n.‘u'«lJL;L{lil‘..‘;

to ey Eugland oo what avsunt of the variance of their behavior could bo
“ 2

coplained by a dosice for veligions {rcedom, Furthemmore, as our colleague

L1lon Scoell bae pointed out in hey dissectalion on black political mobilization,

theve ds no specific"lintage" cvidence betucen the civil richls movement and

S
L
heightened blaclk consciousnees on the one hand and heichtenad black politieal

activien on the other, Tt could casily bhe that even if there were such links,

the civil rights novencat might be aa offeet rather than a cause, Finally, it

" FRIC
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is costeinty ploesible to arpue that many cconouie and social factorn were at
vork in turndng the south avay from the berocratic party besides the racial
cricen of the 10005 and 19402, 1L is not our intention heve to argus for or

he three propositicons ve cite as examples. Ve nerely intend to em-

e
o e

inst ot
phoaize that botle popular and scholarly hictorkleal gencralizaticens ave casily
made and arvpuced but very difficult to "prove." in the sense of establ ishing
Jinlking evidence betveen tue verjebles involved in the proposition,

by the cenoas of social science reseaveh, most historical generalizations
must be pronounced interesting but specolative, 1t does not folloc that
historical gencralizotions should never be nade, or cven  that they might
not opbody insisht fnd trodh,  But we must realize that they labor under
Jopical deficiencics and may never be scientifically "proven," If uve were
restricted only to those generalizations which vere relstively free of logical
deliciencica, ve might just as well go of i to a Trappist monastery and spend
the rent of ovur lives in silence,

The only vay one can be certain about the Tinlage betwceen tvo variabler
in a historical proponsitioa vorld be to moaitor et relatively froquenl points
in Line the attitudes of the sare individuals in the population, 1§ one, for
cvarple, badoa pansl ol Pucitans =54 jptervicred them every year, cone could
specify a linh beteeen their incrcasing resenteint of religious pevsecertion
and Lheir docisvion to hoard the Mayflower and its sister ships. 1,ounitudinal
otudics of the sort this yoport as based can provide one vith the rav material
for tentative generalic tiongs about Jinbage., They are much less eupensive
(thorsh heacdls incapensive) than the paned study, and they are probably sufficicnl
for most mmve.sieations of specitic Tivtaces in the ehaage over tiec between

tvo variahlon,  Bul vhea ot in o wort tae vith Jongitudiael data instead of poned

130
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data, oae faing moderate coovidonce alout specitic Vinkages only throush a
nurher of converygin, probabilitics, 1L is not inkallible as » wethod, but
as a forocof histericel mypuneniation, it 14 mnch supevior to the uwafalsiCisble
ard honce unverifieblco propouition,

In this chapter we hope to epcciiy the links betuveen certain his-
torical cvents and the changine attitudes associated with those events end
the general decline in Cetholic religioun devotien described in the seeonrd
chapter, Our argument will go considerably Leyond the unfalsifiable and
henee unverifiable propositions vhich have served as explanations until now,
In fact, we will sugrest that the converging probabilities of are argument
Teave little doubt that the cvidence available for our argumeat docs specifly
Yinks, ox at least quasi-speeify ther, Ko on is likety to cowe up vith bet-
ter evidence,  The altermatiye argurment to the one ve oppose will appeac
Wightly fngeoballe Whicio we are finished wish thie ebepter,  Still, wve nmust
caut fon the reador that only the wmnual or biennial wonitoring of 2 peucled
Catholic population since 1905 vould have producd an explanation for the
decelive in Catholic devotion with no roo. for argueont,  Such a panel never
existed,

We do not leck for erplanctiors fov the deeltoe in devotion vithin
Americon Catholicivn,  They can bo subseend tnder Four nudels;

J. The Mat vouid hove hovponed aeveov” poded . According to thia v,
the dovorrapbic avd cdueational changes that have talen place in Arerican
Catholicirm since the end of the Secoud Verld Ymr have wveakened both the
intelloctua) and organizationsd stractmes of tie fwaigrant chureh ns well

as the loyalty of Cutholics to that choreh. Catholics are mo  Touger jwmnizrants

[
Co
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. or cven the children of dwedigrants,  They have become more or less accul Lurated
into Ancrican society and shave the values of the rest of the sc\cioly; The
bonadavics of tue old Catholic subeulture have collapued, Thus, in an almost
clansic statenent of this position, the American bishops reported to the
1974 Internnticnal syrod of Bisheps in Reme that the greatest challenge
for Arerican Catholiciem vae wiether there was to be any dif{erence at all
betveen the values of Catholies and the values of the rest of Amoryican
socicty., In the povspective ol this model, the Vatican Council merely
accelerated the changes that would have occurred in any case, given the
higher “levels of educat lonal attaiument of Avaricon Catholics and tha
influn of a younger oand thoroughly Anericanized generation into Lhc.
Awerican Cathiolic population,

. 2. dhe Mieaction against the Council! model, This perspective is

argned most vigorounly by cight-ving Catholic jouruals such as The Wanaocoer.

right-ving Catholic organizations such as Catiolics Ynited for the Faith, and
cclioed Lo some extent by more Jiberal Catholic commentators, They contend
thet the Cotholic population has Leen "turned of " by the changes in the
Chuich in the last ten years. Hovever Tavorable thedir initial reaction night
have been to the Vatican Counclil, the endless innovations since dts conclusion
have amoyd and ang, red the ordinary Catholice, vho hirs reacted to the un-
veleonwe changes by jacreacingly dicai filiotiog hiveelf frowm the Church., This
"otuva to the rignt" theory vould evplodn, fov esaple, the deeline in
Catholic Church contributioss as a re0l¢ apainct a church vhich hos ¢l anged

teo vapiciy o ord turned ovay from dts traditional teachings,

El{llC 139
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o0 e Mueet_on Fueiday' nedet, I qhis vivvpeint  the fundamental

mivtolbe of Cithotic Teaderahip in rhe last decade vas to pormit change at all,

Onve omie part of the tightly dntegruted stroctuire of jwwisvant Catholiz ism

vas called uto question, then everyihing could be guestioned.  Onee it be-
ca legitivate to cat weat on Fridiy, one could deubt the authority of the
pope, prectice birih control, leave thepricsthood and got navried, or indecd

do anything else one wanted to do. The Vatican Council was a well-intended
exereise in moderrinat ton and Liberalizztion; but in fact it opencd a Pandora's
boxs, and those vho eathusiastically welcomed  the changes of the Counecil could
ensily cousidor themselves to be free (vom al) religious and ecclesiastical
obligations, 1{ you tura the altor zround ant pul mass into Foglich, anything
coc.,

4o b birih congrol-encyelical model.  The three previous "explanations
are by o omewns mutesdly enelusive. One can hear Lhew wpgoed in various ver-
sions by the saee person oltens (For exaaple, the''ncocosservat ivd' coanentaton,

(1971) (Lo !
Jomon Uitchoeoeh/ er th ”'.mor:;(‘li('?l"u):vm“n'.*t(v)‘, Gariy WVilla/ But all three

of the .o ewplinations Love an asceoption in comaon thal the Secowd Vitican

Coaac it vas poiearily rowpensibie fou the decline in Catholic devotion in ,
the nited Stoates cither as an aceclepating factor or as o direet canse,
The Sanacil vos operative through autageoizive the Cathol.e population (as in

coseeond wodel) or Tiberating theo (as in the i), Anothoer explonat ion
the soeq N ’

A fa
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would exoncrate the Vatican Council from responcibility, arguing that the
Council vas a successful enterprise in refore which was freatrated in its
application by the conspiratorial activities of the Rowan Curia after its
adjournmeut, by the vaciliating administration of Paul VI, and erpecially
by the birth control e¢ncyelical, Huminac Vitae, issued in 1967 and reaf{firm’ng
the traditional Catholic birth control teachings despite videspread expectations

to the coutrary,

After the excitement of the Vatican Council, it is a:igued,
there was a treméndous euphoria and cxpectation for change iﬁ the Church,
It was taken for granted by both the Catholic elite and the Catholic masses
tbat many of the more rigid, restrictive Catholic practices would be modified.
Pope John had established a commission for reviewing the birth control issue,
and Pope Paul, while explicitly forbidding the Council to discuss the subject,
had broadened the commission both in membership and scope., Once it appeared

that birth control was a discussable issue, it automatically ceased to enjoy

the status of an immutable doctrine. Tf one could discuss change, change itself was nc

Jonger an a priori jmpossibility, The reaffirnation of the birth control teach-
ing in 19¢8, it is claimed, had a profoundly disillusinoning effcct on Catholic
clerpy, lay clite, and Catholic masscs, Tt created a distaste for and alienation
*Srom the ccclesiastical institution, The birth control encyclical, paradoxically
enough, was issued to restore faith in the institution but in fact badly weakened
it., It did not prevent Catholics from practicing birth control "and it did

mt stop the crosion of support for the Church's birth control teaching either
anmong, the clerpy or the laity. Catholics were not only more likely to practice
birth control, but were also more likely to do it with a c¢lear conscicence.

A religious dustitution vhich could be so patently wrong on such a critical
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issue vas judged to be wroag, or at lecast questionsble, on a wide range ol
other related issues,

The {irst two models can Lie rejected rather casily. DRBefore we turn
our attention to the two serious and conflicting explanations subsumed under
the Jabels "Council" ~nd""encyclical,” we must observe that it is surcly
the case, au we dewmonstrated in Chep ter 3, that the educational and economic
achicverment of the Catholic population has changed anotably since the end
ol the Sccond Vorld Vviar. It is also very likely that these chauges have
produccd a large group of American Catholics vho are thoroughly at home in
Amcricen society and who share many of the political, social, and familial

values of the larger culture. Howcvor, the rescarch done at NORGC on ethnicity

JeavesJittle doubt about the persistence of ethnic subcultures despite
(Grecley 1974)

educational and occupational achicvenent/, S$till  one could cacede that the
"Awericanization" of the Catholic population might have created a climwate

in vhich the chanpe of the last ten years became possible. Hgwever, it could
scavrcely be contended that changes in cducational Jevels caused the change

in religious dovolion,  the nean Catholic cducational achieverent has gone

up sinee 1963, but this is almost entirely the result of the influx of a
younger generation inta the population. Those who were odults ten years

ago have nwot appreciably added to their cducational achievement in the en-
suing deceades  As we shall-sce shorlly, changes in religious attitudes and
behavior are by no meovs the reanlt of the influx of a new age cohort. There

has been a substantial deeline in devetion amoag those vho were adnlts ten
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years ago even though their educational attainment has not changed. 1In
addition, wve analyzed the data to determine vhether the cducational achieve-
ment of the under 30 generation "explained” their lower levels of religious
devotijon, [t was found that qpitc low levels of religicus piactice was not
at all rcelated to their superior educational achievement. As we shall see,
later, there vere other factors at work which affected the younger generation
as well as those vho vere adults a year ago.

The right-uving explanation--disillusionment with a church that was
changing its fundamental teachings--simply will not stand up in the face of
the obvious findings of the present research enterprise. .As was mentioned
in the sccond chapter, the overvhelining majority of the Catholic population
approves of the indivicdual changes that have occurred in the Church as the
result of the Second Vatican Council, Indced, the support for the conciliar
changes is quite striking., Cetholic practics which had remained fized for
fiftecen hundred years were swept away, sometimes in the space of a few months,

and yet, large majority support scems to have been won rather early for such

changes. 1 terms of the successful introduction of dramatic modificationé,

the Vatican Council scems to have been overvheluingly successful,

In Table 1 we sca  that two-thirds of our respondents endorsed
the changes in the Church as haviug been for the better, while less than
one-fifth thought they vere for the worse. Further, =afority support for the
changes can be found in all demographic groups cxcept those whose cducation
did not go beyond the grammar school level, It is true that older people

arc lews Tikely than younger ones to support the conciliar changes, noncthcless
+

60 per cent of those over fifty endorsed the changes.  Support for change is

13¢
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eapceially high among the college cducated; it comes close to mine-tenths

for those who had attended €atholic colleges, The argument that the Catholic
rank and [ile is opposed to changes in the Church, which is heard from both
right-wing integralists and left-wing critics, may tell us far more about
those who atlvauice the arguwment than it does about the preseni state of

Awrerican Catholics,
CTable | avoot kere)

Se ve are left with two competing explanations, the Council or the
ﬁhcyclica]. 0f course, the two events cannot be separated completely., The
Council undoubtedly created an atmospherce in vhich more was expected from the
encyclical than the pope felt he;was able to provide, A rcaffirmation of the
traditional birth control teaching before the Council might have produced a

‘ very different effect; but in the .dynamic and euphoric situation that existed
in thce middle and late 1960s, a papal amnouncemant on the subject could be -
cuother matter altogether,

So vhile the Council and the Facyclical cannot be c0mpchely‘scparntcd,
theve is still a different logic involved in the two models, Inm the Coun-

cil wodel it is contended that Ihe liberalization of the Church creatcd

by the Coutcil causcd the Catholic population to question the whole range of
ofLicial teachings .vhich had not yet been officially changed. In the Eacyclical
model, the curient questioning of ccclesiastica?l authority stemmed from a

refusal to libervalize. Credibility was lost, in other vords, not because

certain teachings were changed but because one teaching vas not changed,

v
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We begin to piece together the clues for the solution of our mystery
by acking vhat connection there is between support forcthe.changes of the
Vatican Couucil and religious devotion, 1f the liberalization of the Council
caused Catholics to question a broad range of religious obligations and
practices, then one would expect that it would be precisely among thosc
who supported liberalization that the decline in religious devotion would
most likely occur, If the Council were to blame for the decline in Catholic
religious practice, one could iogically assume that those who verc most
pleaced with the modifications would be those who would feel most casy in
their consciences about making their own modifications. " If you approve of
the destruction of the old traditional form of the mass, you would, according
to the Council model be most likely to feel dispenscd from the obligation of
going to mass. Tf you think it is a good thing for guitar music to be played
at sacred worship, it is but an easy step to say that it doesn't make much
difference vhether you go to mass or not. Similarly, if it doesn't make much
difference if you ecat meat on Friday or not, then why should you be enihused
a4t the prospect of your son becoming a priest? It scems to us that such
arguaents represcit the logic of the Conciliar explanation fov the decline
of Catholic devotion and practice.

Support for all the change items in our quecstionnaire scemed to
cluster. Not surprisingly, if you werc for one sort of change, you were
morc likely to be for all the other changes. Ve performed a factor analysis,

and three different Wimensiond! of support for religious change cmerped,

(See Technical Appendiz)
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The Lirst cluster of responses ve call the "Vatican fI" factor,
Tt Joads most Leavily ou the changes instituted by the Counccil und by
the general question of support for the changes in the Church. (the
question presceated in Yable 1.). A sccond factor we dubbed "miestly
change' because it loaded most heavily on items supporting the ordina-
tion of women and the frcedom of pricsts to marry. The items mos. achvily
represented by this factor represent not so much changes vhich have already
occurred but those which the respondents wvould like to see occur., Finally,
the third factor we called "aew ways'" loaded hcavily on items dealing with
new forms of religious education, the wearing of lay garb by women religious
and the decline of such popular devotions as novenas and benediction of the
blessed sacrament. The third factor, it should be noted, gets its strongest
contribution from items which deal with changes that have occurred since the

. Council but are not part of the official reform nemdated by the Council,
Iu Table 2A ve present correlations batween thize three factors

on the ten measures of religiocus devotion, belicl, and practice, (See i{kma

Tochriaal Appoudig?%or deta#ls about the construction of these scales,)

The conciliav-Tiberalization explanation for the decline in religious prac-

tice would lerd us to expect nogative corrclations between the Second Vaitj-

can Council factor and the measures of reliyious behavior., On the contrary,

however, in two cases--nexual orthodo:y and dectrinal orthodoxy~~there is

no sipnilicant rvelation in cither direction. 0a all other nzisures, the

Vatican IT factor correlates posilively with relizious devetion--above .2

for mass attendance, Cowmuniou reception, and Catholic activity and

dabove .1 with confession, pleasure at son being a priest, and contributious
)

to the Churchi, 1L anything, support for the Vatican Council chanees seens

‘ to Tewd to higher ecather than to l1avers levels of religious practice, beliel,

ond devotion,

Q ]'3 Py
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{Table ZJLbout here)

There are, however, negative relationships between the priestly
change and the new way factor% whici: suggest that while approval for
present changes does not lead to lower 'evels of devotion support for
more changes does, a finding not inconsistent vith the encyclical explana-
tion. This suggests that it is not so much change but the frustration of
expectations for more change which produces religious alienation. Finally,
somewherxe between those changes that were officially endorsed by the Council
and those which have not yet occurred are the changes represented by the
nev ways factor. Support for these changes does correlate negatively at moderately

0 high levels with religious belief and practice.

Since both the priestly and the new ways factors correlate with
youthfulness 2nd4 since young people are much less likely to be orthodox
in thejir belief and practice, the correlations in the sccond two columns of
Table 2ﬁhay be spurious, indicating nerely that the more youthful respondents
support a wide variety of changes indiscciminantly and feel much more relaxed
about relipious obligations. 1ilolding age constant, we sce in Table 2-B that

L ]

7 of the 14 correlations of the priestly change and new ways factors in Table 24
lose their statistical significance, Those who support more changes in the
Church and who approve nuns' wearing lay garb, lay administration of Cownunion,
and new methods of religious instruction are likely to score lower on measures

of sexual and doctrinal grthodoxy than are thote who are opposed to such changes,

' Those who are high on the ncew vays factor are also less likely to attend mass,

El{llC 149
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to go to confession, and to pray daily than thosc who are opposed to such
changes--even when age is held constant. )
(Table 2-B about here)
There is, then, no cvidence that the officially mandated reforms
of the Vaticesa Council have produced lower levels of religious devotion,
On the contrary, those who favor the conciliar changes are higher on all
our measurcs of belief and practice. Those who want more change, and whose
desires for change have been frustrated, arc less likely to be orthodox in
belief and practice--a finding consistent with the encyclical model. The
cnly ambivalent cvidence discovered thus far is a negative rclationship be-
tween the new ways factor and orthodoxy in belief and devotion. These re-
lationships tell us nothing about a direct relationship between the conciliar)
change and religious decline, though the very high correlation between these
tvo factos and the sexual orthodoxy scale suggests that the people high on
toth the priestly change and the new ways factors may be lower on our measurcs
of rel igious belief and practice precisely becguse they are committed not
only to the changes that have occurred but to more changes and feel frustrated
because these chanses have not occurred,
In sumnavy, then, while the data do not exoncrate the

N

Vatican Council.from blame for the decline in religious devotion among Amcrican
. .

¢htholics in the last decade, they at Jcast force us to bring in the old

Scoteh legal verdict of '"not proved" on the Second Vatican Council, The

Council may lave indeed created an environment where certain changes have

occuried and others vere expected, which in itsclf corrclate negatively with

religious practice. But these relationships suggest that the problems have

. . . . . . « iy
aricen in the time since the Council and not because of the “owrc il itcelf.
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. Certainly the positive relationship between support for the Council changes
aud religious belief and practice would suggest that,whatever has happened
since the Council, the Council itself doces not secem to have directly caused
a religious decline, Whether the decline was indivectly caused by the Council
through its inmpact on subsequent events jn the Church or whether a subsequent
event itgelf is indecd the priuvary cause is a question which must rvemain open
at this point in our discussion, Of coursc, the most important of the post-
conciliur events was the encyclical letter Huminae Vitse. To investigate
the impact of this event en Catholic beliefs and practice in the United
States, we must now turn to formal social change analysis.

When a change is observed in a population group between 'A and 'A + n,
onc of tuo phcnomena, or a combination of both, may have occurred. The change
may be the result of the influx into the population of a new gencration whé
entered the age span heing studied between the first collection of data and
the sccond., The change in Amcerican Catholics, in other words, could be the

yesule of the infusion of a very different young gencration which has entered

the adult population in the Jast dccade, Furthermore, just as young people
become adults, older people die. The devout may have died, the less devout
have become adult; and the entire change phenomenon would then be a matter of

"e¢ohort replacem~nt,”

wvhat is techuically called

Or it might be that the new coliort is not much different from its
predeccessora, ardthat the decline of church devotion, for cxample, is evenly
distribunted throughout the adult population,

Finally, it could be the case that the two phenowena are going on

- +
simal tancously, Cohort replacement may be bringing into the population a

Q l.
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new age group quite different jn its religious behavior than its predecessors,
but the changes may also be going on in the religious behavior of those who
were adults a decade ago. These changes might be going on at different rates

among the different adult cohorts,

To take two examples from recent social change rescarch, most of the
increase in thenumber of "independents" in the American political affiliation
schema results from cohiort replaccment., The gencration that has come of
political age in the last decade is far more likely to be independent than
its predecessors, but thosc who werc adults before the early 1960s have not

(Nie, Verba, Petrocik, mscpt

abandoned their traditional party affiliations to any great extent/, On the

other hand, the change in attitudes toward civil liberties, documented by

. Jawes Davis, involved not mercly. cohort replacement but actual change in
bavis, 1972a, 1972b)
adult population groupsh It is not merely that the younger generation is

rmore liberal than its predecessors, tut the predecessor groups are getting more
liberal themeelves,

Social change analysis, then, begins Qith the framework of age
coliorts moving through the population and slowly declining through attrition

while young~xw age groups replace them by moving into adult years. Within this

p aradigm, onc¢ attempte to cxplain the change going on by investigating the

change in varijous subpopulations. Thus Davis asked “in his analysis if
the growth in tolerance for dissent in the United States over the last twenty

years might be attributed to the changing ceducational composition of the

ERIC
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population. 11 the well cdu.ated ave wore tolerant, and if this correlation
docs not change between time 1 and time 2, and if there is an increase in the
proportion in the population that is wvell educated, then there will certainly
be an increase in tderation. One must then determine to what cxtent the total
incrcase in population can be explained by the change in the population's
cducational composition., Davis's finding, incidentally, was that the cor-
relat ton hetween education and tolerance had not only held constant but had
merecased in the two-decade period he was analyzing. Toleration had increased
in al' cducaticnal groups during the time analyzed, so.tho intxcase in
cducational achicvement in the American population did not fully explain
the increasced levels of tolexation, !

®

The mathematical manipulations involved in this kind of analysis

are complex, Fortuuately for us, Davis and his colleagues have deviscd

a logic, a mathematical tcechnique, and a computer program for coping with
these compiexitics. Those who are interested in details should consult
the Davis articles (Lavis 1972a, 1972h).

For thn purposcs of our analysis we divided the Catholic population
into four cohorts and named them according to cvents wvhich marked their
coming to maturity (Table 3). There were a Depression cohort: (those
born bhelween 1901 and 1924), a World War 11 cohoit (boxrn between 1925

and 1934), a Cold Yar cohort (Lorn between 1935 and 1943), and a Vietnam

o 14%
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‘ cohort (born between 1944 and 1954) ., The {first three cohorts were iuter-
viewed in both the 1963 and 1974 samples, while the Vietnam cohort as inter-
vieuved only in 1974, 7The cutoff date for interviews in the 1963 research
was sixty years old, so most of the cohort veplacement involved the addi-
tio1 of the Viectnam cohort, since the mortality rate in the Depression co-
hort has not yet drastically reduced it, TFinally it should be noted once
again that we have not interviewed the sawme people in 1974 that we did in
1963. Wec assume that those interviewed from the World War II cohort in 1963
were a representative sample of the population betveen 30 and 39 at that time;
and those intervievsd from the same cohort in 1974 uere a representative sample
of that age cohort at the time of the sccond interview, If there is a change

!
in mass attendance awmong the World War II cohort ﬂ?tween 1963 and 1974

(tablc4) one can say that some members of that population group vwho were going

l to church in 1963 ar: not going in 197/4; but onc cannot say which specific members

accomnt for that change. ({_0(:/(:; 3 (P,/ ,/ .'C(;'.r.;'/ /w/,«()

’ the trick, then, is to find some intervening variable which has the
same yelationship in 1963 with mass attendance, for exaaiple, as it did in
1974, If the relationship has not changed and the score of a population group
has gpone down on the in(crvoniug variable, then some of the change in the de-
pendent variable can be accounted for by the change in the prior variable.
1f the relationship betuveen acceptance of the Church's sexual ethic, for
eranple, and attendance at mass is the sawe in both periods of time and both
sexual orthodoxy and mass attendance have declined, then the change in the

sexnal cthic explains some proportion of the change in mass attendance, (Or

-' . . . .
should one choose to build the model in the opposite direction, some propor-

. Lion of the deeline in sexual orthodoxy can be accounted for by the deelim

in woss attendancee,)
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Tu the change analysis we are now attempting, we Legin by asking
what proportinn of the change in our iudicators of religious belief and practice
can be liuked to the decline iu the Church's sexual ethic? We found little
evidence to justifly our attributing the decline of Catholic belief and
practice Lo the Vatican Council., If it turns out that the "Jinkage" betueon
the deeline in saxual orthodoxy and the decline in the indicators of religious
practice and belief was substantinl, the encyclical explanation for such dceline
would gain credence.
In Figure 1 we present a change modcl based on the linear flow approach
to the analysis of social change. The cocfficients on the paths of the chart
arc partialled percentage differences.  Those who are high on sexual
orthodoxy are 33 percentage points more likely to go to mass cvery wack than
those who are =ot high. The Victnam © cohorl is 19 percentage points less
likely to go to mass than the Depression cohorl. (The comparisons in a “Catfit"
model like ¥igure 1 are always with a basc catcepory that is excluded from the

figure.) "The Cold Vlar cohort is 8 percentage points lower on the sexval

ethic scale than the Depression cohnrt, md the World War Tf cohort is
actunlly 2 pereentage points higher on the sexual ethic score than its prede- r
cessor, Thare has been a 35 percentage point decline in sexual orthodoxy
betueen 1063 and 1974, The World Uar 1T cohort is [¢ percentage points
leas in the total population than it was a decade ago, and the CGold War
cohort is 1 percentage poiut less. this deeline is not so much explained
by mn actual decline in ' ¢ size of thosa two population groups (since
the number of people uho have dicd in the last decade in those two groups
15 relatively :ﬁnl]) but becauvse of the movenent into adulthood of the
Victnam eohort, which is now 35 per cent of the Catholic population under

70. Yiually, the "pue™ relationship betueen tiwe and mass attendance s

~
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only 1 per cent, gince mass atitendance has in fact deelined by 23
percentane polnts ainee 1963, We conclude that our social change
model can enplain 22 percentage points (or 95 per cent) of the coanve
in church attendaee in the last decade--an almost cmbarrassingly suc-
ceenful social science venture, [
(Figoic | oot et )

the'Cat£3 Y program will deeect interactions’ aud tell the analyst
whether the relatienship between, let us say, the Depression coliort and
sexual. orthodoxoy or sexual orthodoxy and mass attendance has changed"sig-
nificant1y"between 1963 and 1974. Where ne statistically significant change
has occurred in the relationship, the program pools the relationship at the
two points jn time and provides a stable coefficient that represents the link
between the two variables. Fortuniately for our attempgs to make this process
somcthing less than completely obscure, there has been no sienificant change
betueen cohorts and sexual orthodoxy of between sexual orthodony and mass
attendance (or any of our other dependent. variables in the last decadc).
The internal paramcters of our model, in other vords, have remained stable.

Wwhen one has constructed a change model of the sort depicted in Fipure

1, Lt beceowes a relatively casy matter to decorpose the percentage point aif-

fercences. One siwply estimates the "Lransmittences,' that is to say, multiplies

each path by all prior paths in the wodel, k Uiransaittanca" is the total
eftoct of an earlier varicble on a later or dependent variable: i.e., the
amount the later variable would increase per unit jaere. se in the carlier
variable. (For exanple, if the transmittonce from X to Y is .50, this mecans
that a | per cent increase in the proportion X would be followed by a .5 per
cont inerease in Y.)  To find the Lranamittance, one traces out all "arrow"
paths from X to y, nultiplying the cocificients along cach path, and then

auns theae "path values.' There are three important transumittances in
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Figure 1, time by sex, tive by Vietcam cobort, (the youuner senerition),
aud tire by Vietvam cohore by sex.  fwolve percentage points or the 73
pereentape poinis of nass aitendance cloiure can be Linked to Lthe change
in sextval orthodoxy in the last decade.  Soven pereentage points of the
change can be attribvted purely to the influx of the Vietnam cubore with
lower leve:ls of mass attendance into the adult populiation, and 3 percentage
points more can be attribu-ed to the lower scorcs on scxual ortirodoxy of the
Cold VWuar cohori. 1In other werds, some 65 per cort of the change in mass
atter "tnee in the last decade is linked to a change in the sexual ortho-

. . 3 .
doxy ol the Catholic population.

There is, then, 2 strong linkage between the decline in church
atitenduance and the deeline in senual orthodoy amonyg Amcrican Cathiolics.
Furtheriwore, the deeline in acceptance of the Church's sexual cethic is
strongly related to the decline in happines over the possibility of a son's
being a priest (80 pur cent of that chausce, including indirect tiansmittance
through cohoct replicaeont, being linked to the change in secrual orthodoxy),
daily praayer (70 per cent), montnly confession (59 per cent), and Coatholic

activisu (0% per coni). Fi thernore, our social change model involving co 97t re-

plocesmt ead chaane in sexnal o _titudes is quite successful in accounting

for the declire in Cotholic relisiovaness since 19G3. 1In only one of the .ix

’

1

variables reationed in Table 5 (financial coanlribution to the Church) docs

the rwdel account for Less thap 70 per cent of the chbance, and in thivree of

the variables--vantin: son to be a priest, daily praycr, and Catholic acti-

vinm=-it accounts for all the changes.

(table 5 about hiere)

ke
(N
.
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In theory the causal filcw could go in either direction. Jocauge
one was attending civtreh less frequently, praying less, going to confes-
cion less often, contributing less to the Church, less pleased at the thought
of ¢ne's son becoming a priest, onc might be nore likely to think there
was nothing wrong vith birth control or divorce. However, it is much more
Tikely that the causal flow will be in the opposite direction, that the de-
cline in the acceptance of the sciual ethic and the decline in happiness
over a son's becoming a priest are linked together to some more basic aliena-
tion from Catholicisn. But vhatever the structure of that alienation is, it
is clear from Table 5 that it is strongly linked to the decline of sexual

orthodo:y.

What night this more general alienation be? The most obyious
explanation would be that the Church's credibility a§ a teacher with the
right Lo impose obligations on its members has been called into question,
Such deteriorstion of credibility could be either general or specific, however,
It might be linlked to a fundamental rejection of the Church's right to
teach, or it might bre more specifically linked to a decline in the credibility
of the papacy. Tf the first possib.lity turned out to be true, then ve would
be force tu review the credibility of the Council model. But if the latter is
the case, and it is linked to a lack of credibility of the papacy, we will
give still more credance to our encyclical cxp]anationﬂ

To test these alternate possibilitics, vwe used two items that vere

asled of our respondents in both 1963 and L97%.  The first deals vith the
Chimveh's right to teach on mitters of racial integration (Table 6), and the

1

other with vhether "Jeous directly banded over the Jeadership of his Church

Lo Peter and the popes.™  Racial integration is a controversial subject on

)
~

1
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vhich the Church has spolien very cxplicitly in the last decade. As ve
noi.e.t cartice, ceven thowh Catholics have becoane more racially tolecant,
they have also declined in their willingness to coacede the Church's right
to dictate their ateitude on racial oatters.  Such decline vould seem to
be a reasonible indicotor of deteciovotion of the Church's general credi-

‘

bility as a teacher  On the other hand, accepiance of the pope as succes-
sor Lo Ioter as the Chyist-appointed leader of the Church seems to be a

4
reasonable indicator of papal crcdibi‘.iLy.P
(Table 6 about herc)

While thege has been o decline in the villingness of Catholics to
accept the Church o5 tcacher, this decline does not account {or much of the
deterioration oa other measures of religious behavior and practice (Table 7).
Indced, ouly aboul 5 per cent of ic changes in the six variables we are
analyzing con be cuplainzd by the decline in general teaching credihility,

as measurad by the Church's right to teach on racial rattevs.
(Table 7 about herz

ltosever, vhen acceptance of the pope as successor to Poter apd
head of the Chucceh is intreduced into the change nodel, a substential dif-
Lervence ocecurs.  (Teble 6.)  The percentage of changse in dependent variables

accounted for by a ehange in balicf in papal lexdership is 32 per cent for

mass (including the iadirect transmittance of cohort replacowent), 43 per

ceat for happives vith the son beceving a priest, 32 per cent for daily prayer,
Zoper cent confession, f)?pcr ceas for the active Catholic scale.

When we Took nt.segual orthodosy vith the addition of the papat Teadership

vaciable ve wee that the "eplamatory pover” of sexual orthodoxy shown on

fabte 5 decreases o Table §-4--20 perveeatare pointn Lov mass attendance,

150




. 13 percoentage points for happiness at son being a priest, 17 percentage
points on daily preyer, & percentage poincs on the cenfission scale, and )
6 percentzue points on the active Catholic scale. In other vords, change in
sexual attitudes ond change in attitudes toward the pope are closely linked

in accounting for the decline of Catholic religiousness.,

(Table 8\ about here)

We can therefore make the following conclusions:

1. The decline in Catholic bechavior and prac;icé is linked with the
decline in acceptance of papal leaderships,

2, The decline in the acceptance of papal leadership is linked

to the decline of the acceptance of the Church's sexual ethic., TFor the

Jurposes of the present phase of our arguments, it does not matter which

way the crusality {low:.--whether the decline in the acceptance of the

sexual etbic has led to a decline in papal credibility or vice versa;

nor is it nccessary to assert that all the change in the acceptance of

papal leadership is erplained by the change in acceptance of senual teaching

or vice versa.  (Un fact, the correlation betveen the two in the Catfit model

is about ,2H in both dircections.) All that natters here is that there is

a Tirk betwern the two variables and that the tvo, both independently and

jointly,are linkdd to the decline in Catholic belicf and practice since 1963.
3. When the pupal variable is introduced into the change model, it

seplaces so00 of Lhe(%rp1nnnro;y powchof the sexual orthodoxy varieble. The

deeline in Catholic religiousness, in other wovds, is in part the result of

a joint deeline ol acceptance in the pope as leader in the Church and acceptance

. of the Chwelt's sewual ethic,
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We have obviously tilted quite far toward the encyclical explanation
as opposcd to the council explanation. We could {ind no evidence to link the
Council to the decline in Catholic belief and practice; we fouud substantial
evidence linlting that decline to a rejection of thz Churehi's sexual ethice
and crosion of the credibility of popal leadership. In the absence of
panzl data, we cannot say with absolute certainty that people first begin to
be less happy about their sun being a priest and to pray less frequently and
then turn against the Catholic serual ethic and papal credibility. But the
probabilities seem high that the causality flows inthe opposite dirvection:
one disagrees with the “hurch's sesnal teaching, rejects the authority of
the leader who attempts to reassert that teaching, and then bewmes alienated
from other dimonsions of religious belief and practice.

Whatever the caussl £low may be, there’is mothing in‘our evidence to
sugrest that the Council cgused a change in Catholic religious practice and a

great deal to supggest that the birth control eacyclical caused the declire,

Indeed, the evidence in favor of this latter explenation is very strong.

There is another test that ve can make., No questions verc asted
in 1963 about conciliar changes, because none of them had yet: been implemented,
HOwever, our respondents were asked whether they would support the reform
in which the pass would be said in Lnslish., We thus had measures in both
points in time of attitudes toward the English liturgy, althought -the vording
is necescarily differert since one question was asted before the fact and
the other after. We can also scparvate tvo of the three components ol the
scxial orthodony scale--attitudes toward divorce and attitudes tovard birth
control, 1f these three variables are put into a social change wmodel (leaving
out cohorts for the sale of simplicity), we can compare the impact on the
religions practice and behavior at both points in time of conciliar change: for

senual attitndes not 1inled explicitly uith Hunimae Vitae and for sexual atfitudes

» r=
about which Jlnnanae Vitace was written, 1bd
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. Figure 2 shouvs this sccond social change wodel as applied to the
decline in mass attendance, ‘There is virtually no chunge between 1963 and
1974 in support for the English liturgy (8% per cent at one time point and
87 per cent at. the other), and only a small positive relationship between
support for the English liturgy aud mass attendance, Furthexmore, there is

!
no statistically significant relationship betuveen support for the Inglish
lituryy and the other three variables in the model., Tence none of the de-
cline in chvrch attendance can be attributed either divectly or indirectly to
the Fnglich liturgy. I onc assumes that divorce and birth control changes
have inficenced the decline in villingness to accept the leadership of the pope,
th-n 36 per cent of this latter decline can be accounted for by the two prior

variables, (Onc can make the opposite assumption with no change in the ultimate

conclusions of the model,) Finally, all of the decline in mass attendance can

’ be accounicd for by the social change model IT--48 per cent atiributable to
birth contiol changr, 26 per cent to change in divorce attitudes, and 206 per

cent to change in attitudes about papal leadership,

. (Figure ? about here) - : .
)

. Theré: is aluo a small positive chanse in support for a pricstly
vocat ion fur\ouc's son (Figure 3) once the divorce-birth control-pope
system in licld coastaant, Instead of a declinc of 16 percentage points in
the propos tiom Mwery pleasad" with a son's vocation, there would have been
an jncres o, of two perventage points had it not been for the changes associnted
vith birth control and divorce, One can assume further that the papal attitude
change canned the change in the other two variables in the subsystem (Figure 4)

vithout affecting thr outcome of the model. Sixteen per cent of the decline
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in divorce opposition would be enplained by less willinguess to accept the

pipal lesdership, and 14 per cent ol the decline in bivth contro) opposition

vould also be enplained, However, it scems far more piobable that the model

in FVigure 3 represents the major divection of {he causal flow.
(Figures 3 and 4 abuut here)
Applyin the Social Change dudel IL to prayer, confession, and Catholic

activism (Teble 8-D), we fiud that birth control accounts for 30 per cent of

the decl e in daily prayer, 38 per cent of the decline in monthly confession,

and 42 per cent of the decline in Cgtholie activism, while divorce change
accounts for a third of the decline in prayer, 16 per cent of the decline
in confession, and 29 per cent of the decline in activism, Tt chould be noted

that the naturce of the model is such that these relationships are net; that is
they represent the influence of a change in birth control, taking into account

‘ any rclated or overlapping change in divorce.

The change in birth control thinking, then, is clearly the most

iportant factor at wovl jn the deeline of Gatholic devotion aud practice

during the lest decade, withh related declines in divorcee and respect for the

papacy comwbining vith birth control to account for all the deterioration in

J

mass atteancdance, suppovt for a pricstly vocation in onc's family, and Catholic

~

activiom., In the remaining two cases (prayer and confession), the model

accounts Tor most of the change; only 12 per cont of the change in daily

p rayer and 30 per cent of the change in monthly confession cannot be at-
tributcd to the factors at work in the model,
None of the change is attributable to the Tnglish liturgy--the

only avoilable meannre of attitude toward the Vatican Council at both points

. in tine,

O
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It i+ vorth noting that the model accounts for all of the change
in fowr ol the five variables. Tadeed, positive paths appear between time
aud weekly wass attendance (fonr-tenths of 1 per cent), support for a voca-
tion for oac's son (2 per cent) daily prayer "3 per cent), and Catholic
activism (S per cent). The presence of such a positive path means that
il it had not been for changes in scxual attitwles and attitudes toward the
papacy, the proportion being "very pleased" at the prospect of a son becoming
a priest would have gone up {rom 65 per centto 67 per cent instcad of down
to 50 per cent. The proportion praying every day would have risen from 72 to
75 per cent instead of falling to 60 per cent, "and the proportion high on the
Catholic activism seale would have risen from 45 per cent to 53 per cent instead
of falling to 31 per cent.

There vas, in other words, a dynomic built into the events o the last
decade whiich would have led to an iacrease in Catholic 1cligiousness if it had
not been for the deterioration in the sexual ethic and support for the papacy.
Given the positive response to the changes instituted by the Council, it is not
unreasonable to assume that the Council is at least in part connected wvith such
a dynamic. Or to put the matier aorce bluntly, it is very likely that if it
iad not bren for trhe positive dynamic introduced by the Council, the deteriora-
tion analysed in this chapter would have been coven worsoe.

In order to scparate the pousitive dynamic phich is associated vith the

Lrequevey of coamuaion reception and linked to the Council, from the ncgative
dynamic, vhich is dassocsated vith the deceline in sexual orthodoxy and support
for the pope, we developad Social Change Hodel 111, The three
"internal" viriables--the advent of the cohort under 30, the decline in accept-

apce of papal leadership, and the decline in sexual orthodoxy--represent
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the negative dynamic,  The dirccet path from tiwe repeesents the positive
dynawmic if it i¢ positive. Then the inerecascad wackly receoption of communion
is pul into the wodel, it should lead to a decline in bolh the dirvect path
frow tine and in the indirect path thiough the three internal va;iablcs
if incveased reception of comaunion represents a positive dynawic at work.
The net eharge nust be vhotever tiic actual decline in the variable being
neasurced has beon over time.

If ve apgply this test to the Active Catholic . scale (tab?e 8-C), we
sce that without considering the influence of Holy Communion the changes
"internal” to the model would hove led to a decline of 21 perceoniace points
betueca 1963 and 1974 (from 45 to 24 por cent). (Thic is one and a half tines
greater than the actuval deeline, which is why the "total"™ deelins in Table
8-Ci1 cquals 150 per cent.) In fact, hovever, the positive fovce attributed

to the change over time attenuates the decline so that instead of a 21 Z<RY

0
L- g N . - 2 . .
lllt top we sece that there is only a 14 perceuntage decliine in the Active

4

7

’
‘
.

cen
Catholic scale , a decline whiich is linked to the encyclical Numanac Vitane

J
and wviy cancellnd ocut by 2 positive force which was also at work during this

o -

: Lo )
time peviod. . The aitent to which this positive foscce is linkad with the
incrcased reception of ~ommuricn and thus to the cffects of the Council can
be judued by what happens to the posicive path from time vhen commrnion is
Juelg 1

introduced wnto the model.  Tf the positive path declines, it weans that the
increase in comvinion reception accounts [or proportionately more of the positive
force mentioned above, N

(7 {)/f 5 ool / Xy ST by fere )
In fret, the positive pith dois decline; it sanishes at zero when

¥
commmion reception is broupht into e model (table 8-Cii). 1In other vords,

the increane in communion recoption dccounts for all of the positive dynwic
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at vork in Social Change Model IITI. ‘Therefore, if the Vatican Council
had been the sole force at work from 1963 to 1974, the proportion above
the mean on Catholic activisw would have risea 7 points (from 45 to 52

per cent). 1f, on the other hand, che cncyclic~1 llumanae Vitac had been

the sole force, that same proportion would have declined 21 points (from

45 to 24 per cent). What actually happened was that the two forces oparated
simultancously. The larger, negative force of the encyelical masked the
smiller, positive force of the Council; but the Council had the effect of
attentunting the larger negative influence of the encyclical by about one-

.

. ,(’
third,

Left to itself the Council would have led to an incrcase of about
one-si<th in Catholic religious practice. Left to itself the encyclical
wvould have led to a decline of alinost one-half., The net result is a decline

‘ of almost one-rhidd as far as tlie Active Catholic scale is concerned. Far
from cousing the probleas of the contemporary American Catholic {hurch, the

Counci! prevented them Lrom beceoming vorses

jut did not the Council prepare for a hostile reception of the
cucyclical? T thern had been no Vatican Council, would not the Cathol ic
pepuiaiisa have been much more likely to accept the papal decision made by
UELISLE_YiEQRE At Lirst this scems like a reasonable and plausible assuption.
}QQQVcr, it may wistaike how well svare the typical American Catholic was of
the "new spirit" in the Churdh gonerated by the Council.  For most Catholics,
it scems safe Lo dssume, the Council vas wot of central concern to Lhem in
their daily lives. It was an intercoting and colorful cvent, no doubt, but
they vere not listening very closely to tleargurents that went on about

the nriture 7 authority in the Church. 1t may be that their expectations

Q 1.8
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‘ on the subjeet of birth conteol, an issuce that was of central concern to wany,
vere raised semevhat by the Conciliar atwosphere only te be more decisively
gshattered by the encycelical,  Yet is seems very likely that,regardiess of the
Council, the opening up aud then the closing dovn of the birth control
question wvorld prodvece  nmuch the sawe impact that it did. Turthermore,
research donz by Vestof i and his colleagues at Princeton (Westoff and Bumpass
1973) has shoun that chaages in birth control practice vere going on among
Catholics long bafore the Council and would have most likely continucd ns o
patter whal went on at any meeting of bishops in Rome. Quite simply, the
favention of the birth control pill called for a formal decision. That
decision wvas made, aud the Council was irvrelevant to the issve, save for
gencraling more pubticily about decisioa-miking in the Churceh perhaps.,

In 1965, 77 per cent of Catholic women under 45 were practicing

some fourm of counceplion control, 28 per ceat of «hom were using the Church-
approved rhythm method, TFive years lacer, after the c~cvelical, theve was

i pereentase point increase in conception control (up to 81 per cent),

only a
but a decline of balfl in those using the rhythm method (to 14 per cent),
The proporlion using the pill went up from.12 per cent to 28 per cent; and
the proporrion using othier methods besides the pill and rhytlm rem2ined
unchanged ot 37 per cenit fLor the five-yecar period, All of the increased
nonconlormadity involved the use of the pill, and much of it resulted Lrom
the replacerent of ryutlna by the pill, 1t would appear that a larpze nunber
of Catholic vomen wade up thetr ninds in the late 1960s that the pillias

wore eftective thaw thythm and no less bmaerai,  Indeed, the vomes who

vere using the pill in the late 19600 were more likely to receive oty
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Coxmtmmion 2t least once a month than those who pracliced rhythm or no
method of Lirth control. ‘Twenty=-six per cont of the forier group received -
cenaunioa once a month as opposed to 23 per cent of the latter group, and
arway those uader 30, 37 poer cent of the pill users were receiving monthly
communion, as opposed to 18 per cent of the rhythm users and 15 per cent of
the no birth control group.

An additional picce of evidence of a change in attitude in the
Late 1960s can be found in the dramatic increasc in monthly reception of
conmunion by pill uscrs. Only 11 per cent received (monthly communion in 1965, and
it was 25 per cent [ive years later. For those under thirty the proportion of
mouthly communicants arong pill users increcasced from 20 per cent to 37 per cent.
(Westeof D and Bumpass 1973:179-150) .

At just about the time Humanae Vitae was being draftead (desperate
last-minute offorts were being made to stop it, according to Vatican rumors

<

caveent at the time), a substantial segment of Amcricarn Catholic women were
making decisions contrary to-ule pope's: The pill was not sinful, and its
use Vos not an abstacle to reception of the sacraments. 48 Westoff and
Juepass note (1973:41) "TL scems clear that the papal eneyciical has not
revavded the tnereasing defection of Catholic women from this teaching."

Presmmably they would have mde such a decision with or without Humanae Vitae.

The omeyelical appweinly did not impede their decision or reverse it. One
can only speculate vhether 3t was countecproductive in its expliclt intent
and actuilly led to an increase in the use of the pill by women who were ansry

and Jdisappointed by the cnerelical,

+
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‘ In any case, the developmont of the pill ecrcated a new moral situation
which the Church would have had to deal with whetber or not there had been
a Vatican “ouncil. Between 1960 and 1965  (before the end of the Vatican
Council, unapproved forms of birth coutrol had inercascd anong American
Catholics frowm 38 per cent to 51 per cent, with almost all of tle change
during those ycars being accounted for by the invention of the pill. ‘fhe
chunge in the sccond hall of the decade was, as we have noted, almost entirely
the result of a switch {rom rhythm to the pill, Until 1968 this change had
rather little impict on religious practice, as we shall sce shortly, It
vas only after the cucyclical that weekly church attendance began to drop
precipitously. ‘The Vatican Council did not produce the birth centrol pill,
it did not lend Catholic women to use it before 1965, and can hardly be said

to have caused more to use it after 1965, lerhaps all the Council did was to

‘ give women more confidence about receiving Holy Communion even when they
vere using the pill, Thus the Council did not lead to a decline in religious
practice but allowed women to continue to accept the sacraments who othervise
weld not,

The Council and the pill, then, are relatively unreiated phenomena
save for the fact that the Council way have mitigated the negative cifcect
that the bivih control decision appacrently has had on religious practice,

ln ovr initial proposal for this rescarch it did not even occur to
us to mention the encyclical as an important factor. we proposed a study
of the impict of the Vatican Council on Catholic cducttion. That the impact
was not of the Council but of the birth control encyclical was a thought
forcad on us by the data. Indeed, we are willing to admit considerable surprise

‘ at the pover of the "tilt" ¢f the data jn the direction of the encyclical,
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Rarely in social research does one find a result that is as clean and
decisive as thosc presented in Table 8-C.

Ve attempted one final test., We asked the 1974 respondents
how close they thought they were to the Church on a five-point scale.
Then we asked them how close they thought they were ten years ago.
Thirty-five per cent put themselves in the two highest categorics today
while 61 per cent saw themselves in those categorics a decade ago--a
decline of 26 percentage points. If one crecates a scale by subtracting
the present location frow the one a decade ago, onc gets a measurc of
perceived decline in clurch relatedness among the 1974 respondents. One
can then correlate that decline with the variables jn the ‘social change
model. The relationships will be much smaller becaws e we are only
measuring present altitudes on the model variables, but we will at least
be able to sce the relationship between pPresent attitudes and perceived
change  (Table 8-D)

The correlations in Table 8-D arc "ner,” that is, they represent
the "pure relationship” between the given variable and decline in closcness
to the Church, with the intercorrelations among the four filtered out.
Support for the conciliar changes correlates negatively with decline in closce-
ness to the Church @t a reasonibly high level (-.20), This means that thoso
vho support the Council are less likely to sce their church relatedness declining,
and sugrests that if it had not been for the Couacil the decline in Catholic
Church practice might have been greater than in fact it actually is., The other
tirce variables all relate positively to the decline, with approval for birth

control being by far the strongest predictor (.14). Thus the cxplanation
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‘ presented in the Social Change 11 model is confirmed Ly our 1974 respondenis'
self-perception: The Council Lrought you closer to the Church, birth control
takes you farther avay from it. (The correlation between the sexual orthodoxy
index aad present positicn is -.26, and betwcen support for the Council and
present position is .25.)

The argument we have presented has been complex. The reality of
tie humin condition is rarely simple, and while longitudinal data docs
provide us with a very powerful tool to coping with tlic complexity of
social change, ft.doecs not make the task simpler so much as it reveals the
difficuléy of specifying the linkagcs implicit in historical gencralization.
Ve have not wade a complctely unchallengeable case in favor of the encyc-
lical explsnation for the decline iu Catholic religiousness. However, it

must be said that in any choice between the encyclical explanation and

the concilier one, the data available to us offers no evidence to support
the latter and a great deal to surport the former.
P

There are a number of other data sets which c¢nable us to further
test the two explanations. Information on religious apostasy taken from
four WORC data files and one Survey Research Center, University of Michigan,
data file enable us to ask whether there has been an increase in apostasy
in the Catholic Church in recent ycars and when this increase bagan.

We were able to make measurerents at three points in time: 1955,
well before the Vatican Council; 1967, after the implemeantation of much of

the conciliar changes and the year before the birth control encyclicasd;
and L973-74, the year of the second parochial schocl study.
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Eight per cent of those who had been raised Catholic were no longer
Catholic in 1955, and the proportion did not change until 1967. Neither did
the net loss to the Church change in those ycars--a partial balancing of apostasy
by an influx of converts. But six years later, the net apostasy rate had more
than donbled, and the gross apostasy rate hed almost doubled, Whil: there was
an increase in apéstasy for Protestants in the same six-year period, it was
not nearly so great as the rise of apostasy rates among Catholics.

(Table 9-A about here)

Nor is this incrcase in apostasy limited to those in the Cold War
cohort., There was little change in apostasy between 1955 and 1967 at all
age levels, Those levels doubled for those under 30 and over 50 hetween

1967 and 1973.(Table 9-B). Neor was therc much change in the. gross apostasy

‘ rates betrucen 1955 and 1967 for those who had attended high school, though
there vas a notable increase in that period (from 3 per ‘cent to 13 per cent)
in apostasy rates for those who had attended col™ nge., But between 1967
and 1973, the apostasy rate of those who did not graduate from high school
doubled, and the rate of those who had graduated from high school but did
not go to college almost doubled, and the rate of those who attended college
went from 1; to 22 per cent. In other vords, the yecarthefore the birth control
encyclical, the Catholjc Church had lost little better than one-tenth of
its momebers who had attended college. Six years later, it had lost almost
onc-quarter of thosc members. The magnitude of the problem can be seen from
the fact that in 1973-74, the Cgtholic Church had lost 30 per cent of its
collcge-cducated people under 30 and 18 per cent of ils college-cducated

. people betuween 3) and 49 (Teble 9-b) Thot this is not a problem vhich

affects all mligions should be clear from the fact that only 21 per cent of

16y
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Prorestants under 30 vho attended college have left their religion.
('Tables 9P about here)

But we should not think that the increase in apostasy is merely a
youthful phenoiwcnon of the well-cducated., Consider the group over 50 who
did not attend college. 1In 1967, 5 per cent of those who did not graduate
from high school had left tha church and 3 per cent of thwe who had graduated
had lcft., By 1973-74, these percentages had gone up respectively to 11 per
cent and 12 pa cent, a doubling in the former case and a quadrupling in the
latter. While the effect of the new apostasy amrong Catholics is most obvious
amovg the younger and the better cducated, this drawmatic departure fromthe
Church is incrcasing remarkably in all populations and all age levels.

The college-cducated under 30 are the ones mosL-likely to have becen
affccted by the turbulence of the Vietnam era, and they are also the ones
mstly likely to be politically unaffiliated. 1Is therc any chance that with
time, they will begin to drift back into the Church like they drifted away?

The 1973-74 data arc based on the pooling of two NORC General Social Surveys.
If one scparates the two surveys and looks at the apostasy rates for the
college-educated under 30 in 1973-74, one notes (Table 9-E) that rﬁc 1974
rates arc conniderably lover than the 1973 rates, a phenomencn which might
be explained either by a return to the Church or sampling variation inherent
in such small case bases. MNowever, even if the 1974 figures turan out to
be worce accurate, there has still been a dramatic increase in departure fiom
the Churc'iir this age group in the last 7 years,

(Tab G- F @bent hee)

A final source of information on religious apostasy is from a
data Lile made available to us by P fessor M. Kent Jennims of the niversity

of Nichigm, Professor Jennings and his colleagues intervicued a group of
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‘ high school students in 1965. They asked them their religion at that time
and geinterviewed high school students, askig them the same question, (Table 9-%)
The 23 per-cent gross apostasy rate for Catholics inthe Jennings sample is
roughly the same as the 22 percentage points gross apostasy rate for Catholics
under 30 in the 1973-74 General Social Survey of NORC. The 25 per cent gross
apostasy rate for Catholics in this sample who had attended college is vir-
tually the same z5 that reported in Table 9-E for the 1974 General Social
Survey. 1In other words, onc can be reasonably confident that approximately
onc-quarter of Catholics dnder 30 who went to college have left the Church
since 1967./7

(Table 9-F about here)
Buf whatever may be said about the return of the disaffiliated or
‘ the acquisition of converts, the fact remains that since the year of the

birth control encyclical there has been a massive increase in apostasy among

Awerican Catholics. “his is obviously a post hoc ergo propter hoc  argument,

as are most historical arguments, If it is offerred merely as confirming
evidence to be viewed in conjunction with the other evidence alrcady presented
in this chapter, it emphasizes that apostasy did not begin after the Council
and its chauges, it only began after the birth control encyclical,
So, too, did the dkcline in weckly church attendance, as measured by
(table 10)

the Gallup orgauvization, Betuwecen 1965 and 1967, church attendance had only

declined 1 percentage point, But after the encyclical, weekly church attendance

dropped from 66 per cent to 55 per cent. The reform of the liturgy by
jts translation into bnglish apparently did not drive many people away

fyon the Chnrch, a fact which should not be surprising because we know
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the people like the new Jiturgy. But in the wake of the birth control
encyclical, therc has been a massive decline in weekly church attcndancc.8
While this detericration in church attendance has occurrcd aimong American
Catholics, the proportion of Protestants going to church has not changed
at all,

(Table 10 about here)

+Also, intie post hoc ergo propter hoc variety of argumentation,

in the proportion of Catholics sceing the Church losing its influence in
Amcrican society there was an incrcase of 5 percentage points between 1962

(Table 11) '
and 1965, But between 1965 and 19€8 ( the year of. ‘the publica-
tion of the birth control encyclical), the percentage of Catholics who saw

. the Church losing its inmfluence incrcasecd Ly 48 pcrcentag.e points. While
in the last four years therec has ﬂoen evidence that people see the €hurch
regaining some of its influence, Protestants are now less likely than
Cathalice to see their church losing influence.
(Table 11 &bout hcwe)

Finally, in 1966, th2 resignation rate for American priests was approxi-

mately one-half of 1 per cent, 1In J¢57, it bad moved close to 1 pe; cent.

1n the ycars immedjately after the «¢neyclical, however, it jumped dramatically.

Two per cent of the diocesan priest and more than 3 per cent of the reljgious

priests in the country resigned in 1969 (Table 12). Another way of putting it

is that in the two years immediately after the birth control encyclical 3,6
per cent of the diocesan priests and 5,2 per cent of the religious priests
‘ in the country left the priesthood.

(Table 12 about here)
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There were doubtless man§ factors at work in the decisions of
individual lay Catholics to stop going to church,or to leave the Church, or
to see the Church laing influence in American society, as well as the
decision of priests to leave the priesthood. We are not suggesting that
the birth control encyclical was the only factor at work, but when viewed
with the other evidence presented in this chapter, the data in Tables
9-12 seem to suggest strongly that the publication of the encyclical 1etter'
Humanac Vitae marked a turning point in the attitudes of many Catholics,clergy
and laity, toward their church. It seemed to have served as a catalyst for
decision-making, or perhaps, to switch the metaphor, the straw that broke

the camel's back.

We did not begin this analysis with any intention to'make a case" for
the encyclical explanation for the deterioraéion of American Catholic belief
and practice. 1Indeed, the principal investigator has a number of times in
public print expounded th: "it would have happened anyhow' and the Mmeat on
Friday" explanations., (Iadecd, the latter phrase is his.) But our exploration
of the data forced us to conclude first of all that therc was no evidence to
be found in linking the Council to religious decline amorg American Catholics,

Then we were forced to admit strong and converging evidence that the decline

is linked mostly to the encyclical letier, Humanac Vitae, and a connected

loss of respect for papal authority, and that far from causing the declince,
the positive dynamics rcleased by the Council prevented the loss from heing
worse, Ve doubt very mach that anyonc could analyzc our data and arrive at

a different conclustion,

17V
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There may be some debate that converging probabilities ever produce
certainty, and even if onc grants the proposition, it is still open to question
as to whether we have amassed enouph cvidence in favor of the encyclical ex-
planation for religious decline among Awmerican Catholics. To scttle the matter
completely, we will be content with the obscrvation that the overcvhelming
burden of evidence available to us points to thc.encyclical rather than the
Council model,

For the ecclesicstical policymakers the nature of the certainty
gencrated by the data may not be a pertinent issue. To be responsible, it
would scem, they must view the encyclical explanation &s practically certain
md make policies accordingly. Indced, we suggest as a hypothesis for furtiher

’ discussion that the responsc of the American clergy and hierarchy to Humanac

Vitae conLributed substantially in its own right to the decline in Catholic
religiousness, The clergy generally remain silent in public, though approximateiy
threce~-quarters of them will not insist on the sinfulness of birth control in

the confessional. The hierarchy publicly and personally support the encyc-
lical (70 per cent of the bishops in the NORC priesthood study believe that

all artificial contraception is morally wrong, as opposed to 29 per cent of

the priests; and 59 per cent would deny absolution to those who practice

birth control as opposed to 26 per cent of the priests); but they have not

tried to invoke canonical penalties against their priests who “permit" birth
control. Norv have they vigovously tried to enfoxce acceptance of the eneyclical

among, the laity, 1t would be small wonder if muny laity have the impression that

ERIC
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42a
. the religious leaders were talking out of both sides of their mouths.
It is not the function of social scientists to make theological

judgments, Ethical values cannot be arrived at by counting noses. Still
we must note that the encyclical letter has beeu both a failure and an
organizational and religious disaster. It was a failure because it did not.
succeed in turning around the erosion of support for the Catholic Church's
traditional birth control teaching., On the contrary, in the years since
the encyclical, opposition to that teaching in the United States among
both clergy and laity has increased rather than decreascd. Furthermore,
it would appear that the encyclical has been counterproductive, Far from

rcasserting the teaching authority of the Church and the credibility of the

pope, it has led to a deterioration among American Catholics of respect for

both. Finally, it scems to have been .the occasion for massive apostasy and
‘ for a notable decline in relégious devotion and belicf. It does not follow;
thercefore, that religiously the encyclical vwas a mistake. Defenders of the
pope might argue that even if hg knew the encyclical would fail and that it
would be counterproductive, and that it would lead to a considerable loss.in
the Church, it would still have been nccessary to recaffirm both the Church's
teaching and its teaching authority, Noone claims, howevery, that tte encyclical is

~

infallibic or that the teaching of Humanae Vitac cannot be changed at a

later time. Social scientists must leave to the theologians the question ol
vhether the pope had no choice hut to issue the encyclical., We must also
lecave to the theologians the question of whether four-fifths of the laity

and the clergy in the Church can be wrong iv this matter (assuming that the
Amedican rospongo is not untypical of the responsce of the rest of the Catholic

‘ world). '"rhe learning Church,' Catholics were told in their schools in yecars
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o

. gouc by, was also "iufallible." And the "gensus fideliuwn" (the sense of the
faithful') is one of the signs of authentic Christian teaching., The sucio-

logist must. observe that a very heavy price indeed has been paid for a

.docvmcnt vhoge principal teaching is, by all accounts, still subject to

change.,
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TABLE 1 : o -
APPROVAL OF 'l'iIE CHANGES SINCE THE VATICAN COUNCIL (QUESTION 92)
. "1l in al), as far as you personally arc concerned, do
you think the changes in the Church have been for the
better, for the worse, or don't they make much differ-
ence one way or the other?" -
" . Better 6T %
. o ' . Worse 19 %
oo ) ' ' ‘pon't make any difference 14 %,
\ . . . * . .
B. Per Cent'Bettex™
Etlmicity Pexr Cent - Age Per Cent " Educatjion- Per Cent
British 64 .20 7 : £l level
: - Ld
Trish 71 : . ) 3913 70 . ‘Grampn.r 42
‘anrmaxw 78 . LU's .65 }}15411 School 69
Yolish 73 ' 50's 60 . qulege . 78
vi 75 - C pe Bducated
Slavic 15 . Catholic Bd- . ‘ Collepe Educatec
Italian 54 ' ucation .- Catholic . 88
Spanish 59 T 0 years 63 * "Non-Catholic 80
French 5T 1-10 years 63 '
sex | 10+ years
Male 66

Yemale - 67




2=\

TABLE

CORMNLATIONS BETWELN ATTITURES ON CHURCIT CHANCES
AND RELIGIQUS A'CTITUDLS AXD BREUAVIOR

Vatican II Priestly New Ways
Chaige

Mass artendaace .20 ns’ -.15
Conmunion reception 221 ‘né* -.15
Confessaion .12 ~.12 -.20
Prayer .09 -.10 -.19
Acceptance of Church's right - .

to teach .09 ‘ -.09 -,10
Catholic activity .20 ng¥ -.16
Sexual orthodowy ns® -.30 -, 27
Doctrinal orthodoxy _ns¥ -.18 -.17
Pleasurc at son being a priest .13 ns® -, 14

. ’

N
w

ns = corrclation not statistically significant,

TABLE 2-3

USICNIFLCANTY PARCTAL. CORRELATLONS WITH "PRINSTLY CHAKCE"

ARD "NEW WAYS" FACTORS (ACE HELD COHSTANT)

[ o ey

Priestly Change

New Ways

lMass attendance ns
Confession ns
Prayer ns
Sexual orthodoxy -, 24

Doctrinal orthodoxy -, 16
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TADLE 3

COHORTS AMONG AMERICAN CATHOLICS

It

Title . Torn Age in 1963 Age in 1974

Vietnam 1944 -54 ' (not intervicwed) 20—30
Cold War vo3s-83 . 20:9 - 30-39
World War II 1925-34 ’ :. * ' 30-39 . _ 40-45
Depression | 1905-24 - :‘ | ‘40;60 | 50-70




TABLE. 4

CIIANGES 1IN VARIABLYS BETWEEN 1963 AND 1974
(Pex Cent)

Tt e atem e s

1963 1974 fofcrcnce

-

Mass attendance weekly N 50 -21
Very pleased vwith son a priest 66 50 -16
' Orthodoxy Scale® . 45 22 -23
Daily praycr : 72 60 ~12
Mouthly confession 37, 17 -20
Active Catholic Scale” 45 31 ~14
Sexual Othodoxyc 42 18 ~24
. ?Two or more items on scale composed of "definite proof of God's

existence, ""evil punished for all cternity," "God cares about how He is worshipped,"

brour or more items on scale composed of conversation with priest,
frequent communion, above average contribution to the Chirch, frequent prayer,

Catholic TV, Catholie magazines, Catholic books.

cncccpts Church's position on two items (divorce, birth control, pre-

marital sex,
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TABLE 8-C

ACTLVE CATHOVIC SCALE AND SOCIAL CHANGE MODEL 11T

(Total Decline = 14%)

= - o s

1. With Increcase in Communion Reception Left Out.

E%plaincd by change in attitude toward pope -.028 - 2(v,
Explained by change in sexual attitudes . 144 -102%*
xplained by new cohort .038 - 277
Total decline attributed to changes in sex _ .

and pope ~ttitudes and cohort change -21.0 -150%"
Exrlained by change over time . 700 507%
Actual total change - .140 1007

ii. With Incrcase in Communion Reception Put In.

Total

Total explained by sex, pope, and generation - 140 1007,
Direct path from time .000 0007
Total Change - .140 100%

The 'internul" percentzges of Table §-Ci add to more than 100 because
the decline would have been greater if it had not been for the incrcase in activism
over Lliire.




TABLE 8- D
4
NET CORKELATIONS ("BETA'") PETWEEN DECLTNE IN
"CLOSENESS'TO THE CHULCH AND VARIABLES
IN THE SOCIAL CiANCE MODEL II

Support for Vatican II , ~.20

Pivorce attitude .01
Birth control attitude 14

Attitude toward pope as head
of the Church .05

[S2oN
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TABLE 9-A

MGROSS" AND MNET" APOSTATY RATES FOR AMERICAN CATHOLICS
AND PROTLSIALTS - 1955%, 1967”, 1973-74°

. .EEEEPliCS - . Protestants
Year " Gross % Net™ % Gross % Net %
1955 -8(375) -2 : -m?(1067) -1
L1067 8 390y -2 " 6950y -1
1973-76 1410 -7 .' K "9(i97s) -5

a . . . ‘s
From a 1955 Amexrican Institute of Public Opinion survey:
“phat is your relisious denomination?"

‘ ‘ : "ghat was your rsligious prefererce previously?
b . . . ‘s
From a 1967 American Institute of Public Opinion survey:
"ihe' ¢ your religious preference?”
"oh. a5 your religious preference previously?!

Cryom the RORC 1973 and 1974 General Social Surveys.

"what is your present religion?"

"Qhat was your religion when you vere 167"
(There is some indication that slightly more people will give their religious pre-
forence as Catholic than will say Catholicism is their "religion." Hence, the 1967
fipures may underestimate the actuel apostasy rates at that time, and the differences
betveen 1967 and 1974-74 may be overestimated. Analysis done by our colleagpues

* Yathleen licCourt and Garth Taylor would lcad us to believe that the differences

would affect the rates by no more than 2 percentage points in the overall sample.
Thus one covuld sscume as possible a 1967 gross rate of 10 per cent for Catholies
and @ net rate of 4 per cent, We have no vay of knowing how this variation in
yesponse may be distributed through the age and ecdveational groups in the populatiou.

* . . .
Apostates minus converts., L.

RIC 185




APDSTASY RATES FOR CATHOLICS BY AGE

TABLE 9-B

‘ Gross % Net %
Age 1955 1967 1973-74 1955 19067 1973-74
. - - s - -
Under 30 13(8]) 11(100) 22(265) 2 6*‘ 15
- - - - - +i -
31-49 ‘8(208) 8(161) 13(304) 2 4 7
’ [ - - - - & - -
over 50 6(189) 5(132) 11(249) - & 2 4
*th: gain for Catholics.
- ~
TABLE 9-C
APOSTASY RATES FOR CATHOLICS BY EDUCATION
" Gross % Net %
~Education 1955 1967 1973-74 1955 1967 1973-74
Not graduate
fyom high .
school - 9(21]) - 6(131) '1?'(26.’4) -3 +27 ~7
iliz;h school .
raduate - -8, -1/ - - -
graduate ?(123) 8(161) 1&(293) 0 5 ' 2
Attended . i
o re - - ‘ - - * - 9
college - 3(87) 13(71) 22(260) +1 0 15

¥
Ret gain for Catholics,

18y




APOSTASY PRATES

TABLE 9-D

FOR CATHOLICS BY EDUCATION AND AGE

Lge and ‘ Gross % Net %
Education s 1955 1967 1973-74 * 1955 . 1967 1973-74
tndex 30
" pid not graduate N . . )
from high school 10(32) -6(17) - 16(49) - -0 - 14
High school graduate —9(34) '8(h8) - 14(96) -3 -0 - 2
Attended college ’27(15> ’16(37) - 39(119) -7 -}6 -25
31-49 ' i '
pid not graduate ) .
. . Col e _ - R N L 8¥
from high school 1%(109) 5(62) 12(88) 44 +8 .6
High school graduate _6(78) -8(84) - 10(122) -3 -6 -9
. 6} - : - ‘ - * t * -
Attended col}ege 5(21) 8(26) ‘ 18(92) +10 k20 10
‘Ovexr 50 - e
pid not graduate ‘ .
Ol i sc - - - - -5
£yom high school 7(69) 5(71) 11(127) 6 3
ioh sc -aduate - - 12,0 - - -4
anh achool graduate 0(80) 3(&4) 1/(74) 0 4 b
* Attended college - 0(11) -6(17) - 10(68) -0 -1 - 2

"Net gain for Catholics.

18%




, TABLE 9-E

APOSTASY RATES AMONG CATIIOLICS UNDER 30 Wio

ATTERDED COLLEGL--1973 £ND 1974
_ ‘ ) Gross % Net %
1973 55, 28 U3 .
74 . L. Ci16
.19/4(64) 22 - n16
TABLE 9-F
APOSTASY RATES AMONG CATHOLICS FOR 1955 HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

. ' - REINTERVIEWED IN 19732

Relipious Affiliation Gross % Net %
Protcstant(l/’OG') : . -16 -10 ‘
Catho{iq(agh) .--23 | -10
ch(./g) . 6 -16
Educatjon
. ‘ L o Ron-Collesie Collepe
' ' ' Gross Net Gross Net
- Prot‘cstrmt(SSl) - 9 -3 - 19(85.‘)) -15
~'~. - “Cachouc(lm) : -18 tm* ‘ -25(317) -18
Jew gy 23 -23 “15020y -15

a . . . . . S Ot
Data supplied by M. Fent Jennings,” Institute.for Social
. Reseavch, University of Michigan, = - o
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TABLE 10

. .
WEEKTY  CHURCIH ATTENDANCE (CALIUP DATA)
FOR CATHOLICS AND PROTESTARTS 1963-1974

Cathol 3‘1;:: Protestants

1965 : 67% 387,
1966 68 38
1967 66 38
1968 65 39
1969 63 ‘ 38
1970 60 37
19711 57 38
1972 56 - Y
- 1973 . 55 37
1974 55 37

%
"pid you attend church last weck?"

(Between the end of the Council and the publication of
Humanae Vitac the weckly church attendance decline only
1 percentage point, Between the encyclical and 1973, it
declined 11 percentage points.)

TABLE 11 -

CHULCH LOSTING INFLUCNCE TH AMERICAN SOCILTY

Catholics ‘rotestante
1962 237, 34%
1965 .28 50
1967 48 60
1968 - 62 69 '
1970 . 75 75
1974 59 52
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TABLE 12

AVERAGE RESIGRATION RATES 1N AMERLCAN DICGCESES AND
RELLGIOUS INSTITUTES, BY YEAR

(Rumber of Resignations per 100 Priests)

o B T N T A T T TR BT T L A L T L T T L Y Tt TR L e T Tee DT e § TR 1T AT
Year Diocescs Religious In-titutes

1966 . . . . 0.4 0.6
1967 . . . . 0.9 0.9
1968 . . . . 1.6 . 2.0
1969 . . . . | - 2.0 3.2

N oL, (85) ' (87)
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FOOINOTES, CHAPYER 5

1. Interestingly enough, Wills was once a '"conservative'" and
Hitecacock a "liberal,” -

2, As Crane Brinton has pointed out (The Anatomy of Revolution, rev.

ed., New York: Random touse, 1957), revolutions cccur not so much during times

when there is no change but rather during times when changes are occurring

and institutional modifications are not keeping up with expanding éxpectations.
3. When the Catfit program pools coefficients showing relationships

in time one with the same relationships in time two, it ignores differences that

arc not statistically significant. As a result, there is some variation in the

percentage point changes in the actual data (as presented in Table 4) and the

model data. The difference of weekly mass attendance, for example, is 21 per-

e

centage points in the actual data and 23 percentage points in the modelfdata.

4. An analysis was also attempted using the doctrinal orthodoxy scale

as the intervening variable. Since there was little difference between the impact

of this scale on our model and the right to teach-racial integration variable,

we discuss here only the models using the latter indicator,

5. Interestingly enough, the incrcases in commuuion reception would have
also been much larger were it not for the factors linked to the encyclical.
Communion reception would have gone up 22 percentage points instead of only

11, which would haQe been a tripling rather than a doubling of the weckly
»

reception of Holy Communion.

L 4



I FOOTNOTES, CHAPTER 5, Page 2.

6, If we consider the increase in weekly reception of loly Communion to be
te result of the Vaticaa Council and further assume that it measures the
positive impact of the Council, then the ingrcasc which would hkave occurred
in the absence of the countervailing forces would have been & percentage
points in the proportion being very happy vith a son being a priest (to
69 pec cent), 5 percentage points in the proportion praying daily (to 77
per cent), and 5 percentage points in the pyoportion aﬂove the 1963 median
on the summary Catholicity factor, which we will discuss in the next
chaptgr. The positive forces rcleased by the Council wvere considerabile,
7. Interestingly enough, Jennings notes a net gain for Catholics who
did not attend college. This was due to a substantial number of nom-college-
. cducated respondents who became Catholic since 1965. His wuet apostasy rate, '
then, is substantially less than calculated from the NORC sample.

10. The Callup organization's question is slightly different from that
asked by NORC. Gallup asked, "Did you attend church last week?" NORC asked,
"How often do you go to church?” lence in recentyears the Gallup percentages
have beon somevhat higher than the NORC percentages. One could have gone to

ehurch last week and still not attend church every week.

197
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PART 11

THE_IMPACT OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION

CHATTER 6
VALUL-ORIENTED EDUCATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE

The central focus of this report is the relationship between value-
oriented education and social change. The task in this chapter, which is
the core of our analytic effort, is to provide answers to 'seven questionsg

dout value-oriented education and social change;
1. Are those who receive value-oriented education more likely
or less likely to support change in the institution whose values they

were taught in their educatiomal experience?

' 2, Do relationships between value-oriented education and
adult behavior persist eve; in a time of dramatic and confusing transition
in the instituion which sponsored the value-or iented educatica?
3. In times of transition, does valuc-oricnted education bLe-
come morc Laportant or less important to the institution experiencing
a transitional crisis?
4. Since in our nrevious rescarch we established that there was
a particularly strong relationship between value-oriented education and
adnlt beuwavior for those who came from families vhose families predisposed
them for such cducation, it must be asked whether this particularly strong
link persists in time of major social change in the value institution.
<

5. Is a new geoneration coming of age in time of transition likely

‘ to be influenced at all by the value-oriented education which it received

just before the change or just after it?
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6. A relationship between valuc-oriented education and economic
achivement was documented in our previous research. Does that relationship
persist cven in a time of notable social change in the value institution?

7+ Does value instruction. apart from the school context offer an

adequate substitute to value-oriented education in the school milieu. Our
previous rescarch indicates thatit does not, However, in a time of transi-
tion, when stroug emphasis is placed on value instruction outsidc of the
school, is there 2ny increase in the impact of such instruction?

The questions are difficult even-to ask, becausé they deal not with
static situations but with the dynamics involved in social change. Yet: they
are even more complicated to answer, because there is no simple answer for
most of them. However, to provide a brief overview for this chapter, the
following preliminary responses may be given:

1. There is a small positive relationship between value-oriented
education and the acceptance of chauge in the value-teaching institution,

2, Some of the relationships between value-oricnted education and
adult behavior have changed in the last decede; others have not.

3. Among those that have changed, some relationships have become
stronger and soine weaker.

4. Among thosc from highly relieious backzrounds, some relation-
ships between valuce -oriented education and adult behavior are now no dif-
ferent than the relationships for those from less religious backgrounds,

On the other hand, some differences remain ain the strength of the vela-

tionships and some new differcaces have emerged.
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. 5. If anything, valuc-oriented cducation scems more important

rather than less important for the generation under 30, )

6. The apparent eccenomic advantages of value-oriented education

persist despite the social change,
7. Value instruction outside the school context, as a substitute
for value-education, se.ms no more adequate now than it did a decade ago,
As we observed in the introduction, we will have to reanalyze the

data on which The Education of Catholic Americans was based, There are now

available to us a much more elaborate repertory of technical, analytic,
and data processing skills than were available in the middle 1960s. The
w'ader who wishes to compare this analysis with the one of a decade ago,

will find footnote references in this chapter to the appropriate passages

in The Education of Catholic Americans,

Catholic Education and Adult Behavior, 1963 to 1974

S

The first question we want to ask is whether there is a relationship
between Catholic education and adult bchavior, and whether this relationship
has changed between 1963 and 1974, We will use 6 scales--Cath 1lic activism,
support for vocation, sexual orthodoxy, doctrina’ orthodoxy, acceptance of
the Church's right to teach, and sacramzntal reception--for which we have

— cémpnrab]e items in both surveys. We will also consider six individual
responses-~the ,:oportiov attendiug mass weekly, rcceiving communion weekly,
going Lo confession monthly, saying prayers every day, judging birth control
to be wrong, and the proportion contributing more than 2.3 per cent of their

incow» to the Chnrch., We will also consider a number of scales that are to

be found only in the 1974 study. (As always, the descriptions of the scales are

to be found in our technical nppvndix.)1
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In thls chapter we will make substantial use of the "z" or "standardized"
. score. A standavdized score is created by constructing a scale so that it:s‘
mean becomas zero and the standard deviation becomes 100. The score itself
repuresents the percentage of a standavd deviation above or below the mean,
where the average member of a given subgroup is to be located. Thus in
Table 1, Catholics with more than ten years of Catholic education in 1963,
were 49 per cent of a standard deviation above thc mean on the Catholic
activism scale,
(Table 1 about here)
The standardized scores used in this chapter are calculated using
the mcan of the respective year, so that comparisons can be made betwecn the
variation of the groups under consideration at two diffcregt points in time;
they may not be wade between the absolute scores of a given year. Thus in
‘ Table 1, there is move distance in 1974 betveen the two extreme education

groups in their scores on the "atholic activism scale than there was in 1963,

In 1974, they are 73 per cent of a standard deviation apart, whereas in 1963,
they were 43 per cent of a standard deviation apart. Catholic education scems
to have had more of an effect in 1974 than it did in 1963. We must rcme@bcr
that we established in the previous chapter that the Catholic activism scale,
like all our other scales, experienced an absolute decline inthe last decade.
Thus the Linding ju the first two rows of Table 1 does not indicate that those
with more than 10 years of Catholic cducation have a higher sctivism score in
1974 than did their predecessors in 1963. It mercly indicates that there was

a greater difference between the two extremes in 1974 than there was in 1963,

No cowparisons can be made in Tabje 1 betveen 1963 and 1974 scores,
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The two extrewe groups have grown somewhat closer together in their
scores on the support for religious vocation scale. Forty-six standardired
points separated them in 1963, 26 points separate them in 1974, %

The most striking finding in Table 1 is the virtual collapse of the
relationship between Catholic education and sexual orthodoxy. Ounly 8 stan-
dardized points separate the two groups in 1974, whereas 66 points separated

them in 1963, The decline in the Church's sexual ethic, which we discussed
in the previous chapter, seems to have been especially strong among those who
were once most orthodox--those Catholics who had more than 10 years of
Catholic education,>

In cach of the three remaining scales, doctrinal oFthodoxy, the Church's
right to tcach, and sacramental reception, there has been an apparent contraction
of the differences betwueen those who had more than ten years of watholic
schocl and those who did not attend Catholic schooi at all. Differences per-

sist in adult life, as they are correlated by Catholic schunl attendance;

tut they are not as sharp as they used to be, and in both the doctrinal ortho-
doxy and the right to teach scales, there is little difference between those
vho had between one and ten ycars of Catholic education and those who did not

attend Catholic school at all.

) One can therefore conclude tentatively that while all differences
basced on religious education have vanished in the sexual orthodoxy scale,
nd while religious education apparently is more strongly related to Catholic
activism now than it was ten years ago, the most typical result of the
social change of the last decade is a narvowing of the differences betwecen

those who had more than ten years of Catholic education imnd those who did

not attend Catholic school at all.
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Slmilarly, vhen one looks at individual items, the decline in Lhe
past decade seems Lo be fairly cvenly distribiited among the threu Zroups
in religious behavlor except in the positive score of those who receive
weelly coarunion (Vable 2). The single exception in the even distribution
of decline is in the proportion who see contraception to be morally wrong,
There has been a decline of 57 per_gcentage points in those who have had more
than ten years of Catrholic cducation, 39 percentage points in those who have
had one to ten years of Catholic education, and 31 percentage points for those
who did not attend Catholic school at all. The extraordinarily large decline
from 71 percentage points to 14 percentage points among those who have had
more than ten years of Catholic education has had the practical eifect of
bringing that group even with the other two groups in the population, Dif-
ferences between those who went to Catholic schools and those who did not
persist in the other five variables in Table 2, and are approximately the
same percentage point difference as they were a decads ago, Indeed, on each
of the variables, the decline seems to be somewhere between 20 and 30 percentage
points for each of the educational groups. Catholic cducation, in other words,
does not seem to have had any impact at all in inhibiting the deterioration of
religious practice jn the last ten years. This conclusion is in fact spurious,
as we shall see by the chapter's e¢nd. 1In fact, the biggest changs in Table 2
is in the decline of acceptance of the Church's birth coatrol teaching among
thosce who have had more than ten years of Catholic education.
(Table 2 about here)
Catholic educuation also has an effect on those forms of adult reli-

glous behavior measured by scales developed especially for the 1974 study.

Those who have attended Catholic schools are less likely to be anticlerical,
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less likely to rate their clerpy as competent, more likely to support the chauges
of vatican 11, to approve of sowe of the new ways that have emerged since the
Council, and to suppolt changes in the pri~sthood, such as the ordination of
wmen and a married clergy. They are slso more likely to listen to or read the
products ol the Catholic media and to be both "new style" and "old style"

activists (‘lable 3)A

In answer to the first question with which we began the chapter, there
seems to be in Table 3 strong cvidence that valuc-oriented education does

correlate with a willingness to accept changes in the value-teaching institution,

(Table 3 about here)
The preiiminary findings wnich we have documented in this section
are summarized in Table 4. The simple correclationsbetween years in Catholic
school and adult religious attitudes and behavior ﬁavc increased for contribu-
tion to the Churt:h and decreased for sexval orthodoxy, doctrinal orthodoxy,

the Church's right to teach, and going to confession, They have remaincd

virtually the same for Catholic activism, mass attendance, communion reception,
and prayer. There are also moderate to substantial correlations between
Catholic cducation and the acceptance of change in the Church and involvement
in various kinds of Catholic activism., Our preliminary response to the second
question of the set with which we began this chapter is that some relationships
have grown stronger, some have growu veaker, and some have remained the same

since 19673,

(Table 4 about here)




‘ Models of Religious I:u;zh:avior5

Ti:z authors of The Lducation uf Catholic America developed a four-

variable model (although theydidn't know enough then to call it that) to ex-

plain adult religious behavior. The four variables that went into the model
vuerc sex, the religciousness of parents, the level of educational achievement,
and attendauce at Catholic schools, They found that vhen they held the first
three variables constant, there was still an asceciation between Catholic
education and adult behavior. They also discovercd that instead of the
relationship being a spurious effect of parents’' religiousuness, it indeed
became strongest precisely amony; those respondents who came from a very

religious background (in which both parents had gone to mass every Sunday

and at least one received communion every woak).6
The difficulty with the technique uced in The Education of Catholic
®
Americanus was that there was no way the two authors could add up their net
partial gammas to obtain a multiple gamma to enable them to say how much

adult religious behavior was explained (or predicted) by their model.7 In

path analysis flow model for which the computer hardware and softwire, as

well as the analy: ic techniques, were still in an early stage of dcvelopment
in 1964 and 1965. VFurthermaz, two variables will be added to the model that
vere aot used in 1963--age and spouse's church attendance. We use the former
becanse it is a much move important predictor of Catholic religious behaviox
now than it was a decade ago (as is clear from the cohort replacement effect
discussed in the previous chapter). We use spouse's church attendauce becanse

}

thile it does not relate to years of Catholtic school cducation, it is noncthe-

c - . 8
. less a very important predictor of adutt religious behavior.

-
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TJn Figure 1 we present the path model which we will use throughout
. this chapter. We assime that sex, age, and religiousness of parcnts all rep~
resent the first step in the model . Educational achievement comes before
years of Catholic education because years of Catholic education are necessarily
a function of the number of ycars one has been in school. (If you have only gone
to school for four years, that puts an absoiute limit of four on the number of
years of Catholic education you might have.) We also assumc that these five
prior variables might infiuence spouse's church attendance. Finally, we
eliminate from the model all relationships that are under ;1.(un1ess, as
is the case in the relationship between educa;ional achievement and spouse's
‘ church attendance, the path coefficient [beta) is abovf :1 in one yeair and

under .1 in the other year).

-

L 4

(Figure 1 about here)
‘ Most of the internal relationships in the model have not changed since
1963. The internal path coefficients vhich represent the 1963 relationships

are quite similar to those that represcnt the 1974 relationships. Educational

attainment correlates more highly with spouse's church attendance now than
it did ie 1963 (.17 as opposed to .07), and there has been a doubling of the
mlationship betwzen age and spouse's church attendance (from .1 to .2) during
. the last ten years--a function of the higher correiation between age and
chorch attendance which we will discuss shortly,
Since the internal relationships have undergone little change, we
are {ree to concentrate on the direct paths between the predictor variables
and activism in the wodel, though it is casier to do that Ly simply running
one's finger across the top row in Table 5. There has been an increase in the

' relationship between age and activism in the past decade (.09 to .16) and a
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decrease in the standardized coefficient between education and activism
(from .10 to .002), The strength of the rela tionshi% “etween spouse's church -
actendance and Catholic activism (from .34 in 1963 tJ .47)has increased
considerably. However, there has been virtually no change in the relationship
between Catholic education and Catholic activism in adult life since 1963.
The explanatory power of the model, though, has increased. In 1963, 31 per
cent of the variance in activism could be explained by our religious behavior
model, while in 1974, 38 per cent-of it can be explained by our model. Re;

ligiousness of spouse (as measured by church attendance) has become a much

more important factor in the Roman Church in transition.

(Table 5 about here)

The persistence of a statistiz=lly significant relationship between
Catholic education and activism in adult life is in direct contradiction to

the comment on page 106 of The Education of Catholic Americans (ECA). However,

the activism scale used in the present analysis is much more comprehensive
than the organizational membership indicator used in the prior aralysis.,

I{ one runs one figure down the column under spouse's church attendance,
one can sec that in 7 of the 10 cases, spouse's church attendance has
become a more important predictor of adult religious Lehavior now than it
was 10 years ago., Perhaps in a time of religious transition, the family of
procreation exercises a much stronger internal religious influence than it
would in time when the external religious system is stable. Similarly, if
one runs one's finger down the age column, one can sce that in 7out of 10
cases age has become a stronger predictor than it was a decade ago. There
was relatively little difference, save in activism and in contributions,
between the young and the old ten years ago.' Now the differences tend to_ be very

large. While religious devotion is declining at all age levels, the decline

20%
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has been mo“t precipitous among the new gencration which has entered adult

life in the last ten ycars. Sex, on the other hand, plays a less important
‘ role in the model. Onthe teacher scale, sexual orthodoxy, contribution, and

confession, it does not cppreciably increase it importance on any variable.

Women are more devout than men, but surely no more devout than they were

a decade ago, and in some instances, less so, Parental religiousness has
declined in half the cases and increased in only oné, the Church's right

to teach, as a predictor of adult religiousncss., It may well be that

just as in a time of transition the influence of the family of procreation
grows stronger, the influence of the family of origin grbws weaker, The
impact of the number of years of education also has declined on nine of the
ten variables; it has held its own only on the Church's right to teach,
However, in a number of cases, sexual orthoéoxy, mass attendance, and con-

fession, the declina has produced a negative relationship, A decade ago

' the better educated were more sexually “thodox, more likely to go to mass,

and more likely to go to confession. No§ they are less likely to do so,
Education thus continues to play a role in the nodel, but now it is an
erratic one, sometimes relating positively vith adult religiausness and
sometimes negatively,
With these other changes in the model in mind, we can now turn

. to the impact of Catholic education. It has held its own in the decade
on activism and doctrinal orthodoxy, Its iﬁfluence has diminished on
sexual orthodoxy to virtual insignificance, 1t has declined on the Church's
xght to teach and the sacramental scale and the reception of comnunion,
Its influence on confession and private prayer was insignificant addecade
ago and continnes to be so.  The relationship has increased only on the

. church contri'  .on variable., If onc Jooks down the column represented by

Catholic educat  a (ycars) 1974, one notices only two rclationships above .1,
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. Catholic activism and contribution to the Church (with the latter showing a
considerable increase). A decade ago there ware four relationships over .1
--Catholic activism, the right to teach, sacramental reception; and the recep-
tion of communion (which we shall detail in a later chapterg):

Howcver, there are promising coefficients between Catholic education
and the "new scales" used only in the 1974 survey (Table 6), Threa of the
five standardized cocfficients are higher than .1--new style activists (.10),
Catholic meriia activists (.13) and old style activists (.19). 1In addition,
there are .08 correlations between the years of Catholic education and the
acceptance of the changes of the Vatican Council and "new ways" in the
Church, The decade has not been a complete disaster for value-oriented educa-

tion, But the principal conclusion to be drawn from Tables 5 and 6 is that

age and the family of procreation are now much more important in predicting

adult religiousness for Catholics than they werc ten years ago. Hence,
interestingly cnough, we are in all cases but one¢ able to explain on Table 5
nmore variance in 1974 than we were in 1963.

(Table 6 about here)

Onc is faced with the question (to be discussed in greater detail
Jater in this chapter) of how big is "pig," how small is “small." Tn nine of
the fiftecn variables in our 1974 analysis,.number of years in Catholic schools
is a stronger predictor of religiousness of respondent than is the religiousness
of the respondent's parents. On the other hand, a decade ago, Catholic schooling
was a stronger predictor than parents! religiousness only once. Furthermore,
in ten of the fiftecn cases, the number of years of Catholic education has

'

a stronger positive rclationship with religiousness than does the number

of years of education (cach variable having been standardized for fhe othe: ),
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‘ A1) of this was true of only two of the ten comparisons that could be made
in 1963. On balance, then, Catholic education now appears to be a stronger -
predictor of adult religiousness than either parcntal religiousness or
level of educational achievmeut. It seems Fo have resisted the traumasof
religious transition better than cither pure educational achievement or the

fanily of origin.

Religiousnees of Parent and the "New Genaration"

In the early phases of the design of the 1963 project, one of the
principal concerns of the two investigators was-to determine whether the
apparent relationship between Catholic cducation and adult religious be-

havior, =%ich one of the investigators had alrcady reported in an earlier

‘ article (Rossi and Rossi 1961), was a spurious relationship based on the
fact that those who went to Catholicschools came from families where there
was a higher level of religious practice. 1In fact, then, it might have
been that the parochial school Catholics were more religious in adult 1ife
not because they had gone to parochial schools but because they had come

from religious families. The research reported in The Education of Catholic

Americans cstablished that initial -relationships betwecen parochial school
education and adult rcligious behavior diminished when parental religiousness
was taken into account. The authors commented about this phenomenon:

Two processes might be at work beliind the decline in the
covfficicnts of association when parental religiousness is
taken into account. . . . It could be that the apparent e
effect of Catholic schooling is in reality the result of the
family environmeat in vhich the child grew up: devour catholic
familiecs send theiv children to Catholic schools, and the
childven are devout not because of the schools but becausze of
‘ the family. 1If this were what was happening, the decline in
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in the gamma coefficient should teke place in each of

the subgroups bascd on parental religiousuness. A second

possibility is that the religiousness of the family rein-

forces the impact of the school and that it is only among -
those from highly religious backgrounds. 1In these cirveum-

stances, the gomma would rise for the respondents from very

religious backgrounds and decline for those with less reli-

gious backgrounds.

Ir is the latter process which seems to be at work in Table 4. 3.
Not only are the relationships not diminished among those res-
pondents one of whose parents went to communion every week; they
are, in fact, substantially strengthened. We can go so far as
to say that, for all practical purposes, the religious impact
of Catholic education is limited to those who come from highly
religious families.” With the exception of the relationship be-
tween Catholic education and religious knowledge, only one ganma
coefficicent in the lower three parental-religiousness groups 1is
above .11. But among those from high"y religious backgrounds,
all garma coefficients are above .2, four of them are above .3,
and one (religious knowledge) is .4.

Table 4.3  Zero-Order, Partial, ond Net Partiol Garmma Associations
Letween Cathol¢ Education and Adult Rehigious Behavior, with
Parenta! Religiousness Controlled

Portial
. ) Zero- (Porentol Religlousness) Net
Religious Behavior Order ™ - Portial

: High Higher lower ow .

Hiddle tiddle '
Sacrameatel inden 26 A 1" 02 A0 RE)
Church-as-techer indee A8 2 03 A5 A2 12
Relivious heow'nd e mdes 30 A Jo 20 2n 2
Doztnma! anthodony dex Ay 34 3] w A0 L}
Ethical orthodov, mcex 12 .20 0> .07 01 07
Sevnatimv sindea A9 2 08 .09 " 12
Orgavzetinnel mizmbernsk p* 15 34 RE - 08 -.10 04

*Menaznh pin o1 eastore Curnh related o1gnasotion

Thus the jmpact of Catholie educetion on :ae relijious Lehavior
of adults coming from families who were not highly religious is
limited to their religious kpowledge, and even on this index the
relationship is virtually twice as strong among those from highly
relizious backgrouads. Tn all other instances the strength of
the relationship betweea Catholjc education and adult religious
behavior among those from highly religious families is close to,
or in cxcess of, thrce times as great as it is among the next
most religious group.

The magnitude of these differences in gamma coefficients is
even more surprising vhen one remembers that the only difference
between the highest group and the sccond highest in fomily religious
background is that the former had at least one parent who went
to Communion cvery week; in both groups both parents were Catholic
and both weat to church every Sunday. (Greeley and Rossi 1966:8%-87)

il
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The authors concluded:
‘A corbination of Catholic education and parental devotion
produces a rcmarkably high level of religous behavior in adult
life. . . o Catholic schools had an impact only on those who
came from families in which one prent received Communion every
week.,  Their "success" is almost limited to.these families, but
among such families it is quite impressive, (Grecley and Rossi 1966:87)
The first step in our reanalysis of this phenomenon of the combination
of parochial school education aad high religious background vas to transform
the gammas of the 1963 research into the betas that we used in our present
analysis. As ome runs down the first two columns in Table 7, one can find

essentially the same phenomenon recorded by the different statistical measure

recorded in The Education of Catholic Americans. The standardized relationshib

between parochial schooling and adult religiousness (with the two exceptions of
daily prayer and activism) is anywhere from two to seven times as strong
among, those from high religious backgrounds as it is among those from low
religious backgrounds. 1Indecd, only on the right to teach variable, the
activism variable, and the reception of communion is the ‘correlation among
low religious more than trivial. On the other hand, only two of the betas
between Catholic education and adult religiousness for those from very reli-
gious familles are under ,1 (sexual orthodoxy and prayer), and four of them
arc higher than .2. Whether one uses the gamma probability coefficient or
the beta variance-explaining cocfficient, the 'result is the same: parcchial
schools have their stroagest cffect, indeed in most cases their only nontrivial
effcct, on those who come from families where at least onc parent vas a
weekly eompunicaut.
(Table 7 about herc)

The sitdation has changed somewhat in the last decade. There is a
negative relatioaship now between parvochial schooling and sexual orthodoxy
for those from highly religious fawmilies. 1f your parents were very reli-

gious ' e leus sexually orthoedos you were likely to be the more you went to
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Catholic school., Furthermore, the gamnas for both the teacher index
and the sacramental index from highly religious families have declined
substantially from 1963 to 1974 (from .21 to .09 on right to teach and
from..19 to .02 on the sacramental index). So too has the relationship
between parochial education, mass attendance, €ommunion reception, and
monthly confession. Forall practical purposes it makes no difference
on these variables whether one's family was highly religious or not.

But the strong relationship between parochial cducation and
contribution to the Churchend Catholic activism persists in 1974 for
those from very religious family backgrounds. ' A new relationship emergés
for this greoup (a .15 beta) between high religious background and
daily prayer. Furthermore, on the new scale, therc are Stronger rela-
tionships fsr thosc from very religious backgrounds between parochial
schooling and acceptance of Vatican II, approval of "new ways'" and
the various styles of Catholic activism--old style, new style, and
media activist., Indeed, the relationship in this group between media
activism and number of years ol fatholic schooling and old style activism
and wumber of years of Catholic zlucation is .26. One concludes, th-.clore,
that in those areas where there is still some relationship between Catholic
education and adult religiousness--principatly, {financial support of the Church
and Catholic activism--that relationship is particularly strong for those
who, come trom very religious backgrounds, Both in acceptance of the changes
in the Church and of the various modalitiecs of activie Catholic commitment--
in which thera is some relationship between attendance at Catholic schools
and adult attitudes--the relationship is especially stronz among those from

the highly religious families, Family background is simply not as important

Co
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as it was a decade ago in predicting religious behavior (as we noted in

a previous section). Nor is it a: important as it used to be in condi-
tioning the impact of Catholic schools; but it is not therefore unimportant,
In such ecclesiastical structure dimensions as activism and financial sup-
port o f the Church, as well as acceptance of Conciliar change, parental
religiousness still strongly specifies thet;elationship between number of
years in Catholic school and adult religiousness, But the effect is not
merely structural, for unlike the finding of 1963, there is now a presentable
correlation for those from very religious family backgrounds between Catholic
education and daily prayer. Femily background may not specity the rela-
tionship between Cnthé&ic educatisn and adult religiousness for such public
activitics as mass, Communion, and confession, as it did ten years ago, but
it does specify the relationship for private prayer, which it did not do

ten years ago,

The authors of the Bducation of Catholic Americans reported that those whe

were still in Catholic schools at that time (the adolescent subsample, drawn from

the children of adult respondents) were considerably more rel igious than their
confreres in public schools, (Greeley and Rossi, Chapter 8) They raised the
question of vhether this was a short-range effuct of Catholic education that
would diminich when the adolescents left the Catholic schools behind and moved

into adulthood or whether it represented a notable inciease in the effectiveness
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of parochial schools, Since the "Wietnam cohort" is much less likely to be
orthodox or devout than its predecessor cohort group and since those vwho ' -
attended Catholic schools in this cohort are less duvoul and less orthodox
than older people who attended Catholic schools, the question can easily be
answered. The high level of religiousness observed among the Catholic school
adolescents of a decade ago has eroded, But a more subtle question remains.
Cranted the considerable decline of religiousness in the Cpld War cohort, it
may still Be possible that there is a stronger relxionship for this group be-
twern Catholic education and adult religiousness than theve is in the eutire
population, Paradoxically, such scems to be the case. Those under 30 are less
religious than the preceding generation, but Catholic edvcation has had a
greater iwpact onthecir adult religious behavior on a number of variables than

it had for those over 30.

Table 8, for example, shows that the beta between Catholic education

and Catholic activism for those under 30 is .24, For mass attendanco it is

.16, three times that for the whole population. ‘The correlation between

years of Catholic school aﬁd daily private prayer is .16 for those under

30 aud .02 for the rest of the sample, Furthermore, the beta is also higher
for those under 30 for "atholic media activism and, as we shall sec in subsequznt
chapters, it is also higher for support for religious vocation ad for rejection
of anriclericnlism. Finally, there is a much stronger relutionship For those
under 30 vith support for the Vatican Council chauges (.18) than there is in

the whole population (.08),

(Table 8 about heve)
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' In some respects, those under 30 are like those from highly re-
ligious families, They manifest a much stronger impact from Catholic edu-
cation for such structural variables as activism and such devotional variables
as private prayer than do other age and rcligiousness groups among American
Catholics. There are three possible eoxplanations for tha stronger correcla-
tions among those under 30. It may simply be that these relatlonships are
typical of any age group under 30 (though they werec not true of those in
their twenties a decade ago), It may be that the improvement in the quality
and sophisiication of Catholic ecducation in recent years has made that edu-
_cation more cffective; or it may be that in a time of transition and tremen-
dous cxternal pressures (such as the Vietnam war), those who have had more

Catholic education are the ones who are most likely to maintain their loyalties

’ to the Church despite the religious and social turmoil in which they find
t hemselves. We are inclined to the third explanation. One interesting con-
clusion that might be drawn from it is that as far as both structural continuity
(and, as we shall see, that includes both activism and support for vocations)
and privatc piety are concerned, parochial schools may well be more important

for the Church in the years ahcad than they have been in the past,

* Sex, Ethnicity, and Catholic Education

In 1974, Catholic education appears to have more impact on those wnder
30 and those from hinhly religious families. Are there any other subpopulations
wliere its impact Is especially pronounced? Women arc more religious than men
and some ethnic groups are known fto be more devout than others. What does

Catholic education aceamplish within these subpopulations?
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In 1963, Catholie educatiou had slishtly wore influence on men than
. o women, an avevage nel correlation of .10 for ken and .06 for womon (Tables
9-A and 9-D). Only on the matter of support for veligious vocations was the
elfoct of Catholic schools strongar on women than men. The picture for women
changes only slightly In the decade between 1943 and 1974, declining from .06
to .05. Howover, the nat impact of numbar of years of Catholic school attendance
on men goes up sharply to .16, with an especially notable inereasc in the
tro structural variables ofCatholic activism (incceasing for men from .14
to .25) and contribution to the Church (from .01 to .14). If male leader-
ship is barder to come by in a religious organization, then Catholic schools
may be more important for the Church now than they were ten years ago.

(Tables 9-A and 9-B about here)

The influence of parents' religiousness on women has declined in the
‘ last ten ycars; it has gone up on men. Furthermove the influence of spouse's

rel igiousness has almost trebled for men (from .10 to .28) while going up
much Jess for women (.17 to .23). All three factors in the religlous behavior
model in Table 9-B--Calholic education, parents’ religiousness, and spouse's
religiousness--ae more important in 1974 for men than they are for women. 1in
times of rol igious change, all three seem to be more important for that sex
which was lees religious to begin with and whose religiousness has declined
more jn the last decade. (fhe average net correlation between feimale and
religiousness has gone up from .07 to .11 since 1963.)

The same finding seems to hold true for ethnic groups. On all the variables
under study (Table 9-C), American Catholic ethnic groups can be ranked in neat
hierarchical order across the page:  Irish and Goermans are the most religious,

t

Poles fall on the mean, and the Ttalians and the Spanish-speaking are substantially

Q
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beneath the mean.  Nor has there Leen much change in this picture botween
the two time poinks save on t..: issue ot sexual orthodoxy. With the excep-
tion of the Spanlsh-speaking, the impact of Catholic education gencrally
grows stronger at both points in time as you wmove from left to right across
the page on Table 9-D. To put it simply, the Irish are more religious to
begin wich; they perhaps have less needfor or will benefit less from Catholic
schooling. The Italians are less religious to begin with, and herce they
cither have wore need for or benefit more £rom such schooling, Finally,
while the average beta (Table 9-F) slips slightly for the Irish from 1963
to 1974, remaining virtually unchanged for the Germans, it goes up sharply
for tha other threc groups--from .08 to .22 for the Poles, from .12 to .18 for
the Itullans, and from .05 to .17 for the Spanish-speaking.

(Tables 9-C,D, and E about here)

Undev the impact of the dramatic changes of the past ten ye. rs, then,
Catholic schools have becom: more important preciscly for those groups who
were less vcligious to begin with, that is, men, young people under 30, and
Polish, Ttalian, and Spanish-speaking Catholics. In the case of the first
two they are also the groups wherc the religious decline has been the sharpest.
Catholic schools appear.to be effective at keeping in the members of those
groups who arc most likely to dri{t out.

There is something of a paradox at work here, Catholic schools con-
tirue to have a stronper impact on those from more rel igious familics, but
tiey also have a stroager impact on thosc from population groups whic garve

less relugious and which in sow? cases have vecome become more so during the

last decade,
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. The "Catholicity" factor which wis used as a measure in the last
chapter to summarize the use of the social change wodels can also be used
to sumarize our analysis of the religious behavior model (Tables 10~A and
10-8). The model explains 9 per cent more of the variance in 1974 than it
did in 1963. The predictive power of age has gone up from .05 to .20, and
the predictive power of sex has gone down from .28 to .19. Education,
once a moderately strong predictor of "Catholicity ( .15), now has a neca-
tive relationship with that variable (-.07). Parental religiousness has
declined, while spouse's church attendance has moved from .42 to ,50,
Catholic education was .15 ten years ago and is .23 now. 1t is now a
stronger net predictor of one's position on this ecale than age, sex,
educational'attainment and parental religiousness, pramatic change in the
Church, in other wvords, has affected the importance of other variables in
. determining adult religiousness and ‘it has increased the impact of Catholic
cducation.
(Tables 10-A and B about here)

The nunber of years one has attcnd;d Catholic schools has declined
someybat as a predictor of Catholicity for women. But the relationship
betwveca CaLho{ic education and Catholicity has risen sharply for men (.18
to ,23). It has goneup slightly for thouc from very religious families.
The result is that now the differcuces between men and women and betucen reli-

giour ard less rol igious family backgrounds has iicreased over the last decade.
It is now .08 between wen and women, as opposed to ,0; a lecade ago; and
.20 beiveen those from less rceligious and more relisious familics now, as

opposed Lo .16 a decade ago.
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‘ The sharpest differences, however, have occurred in the age groups
(Table 10-B). ‘1lhere was oaly a .08 beta between ycars of Catholic education .
and Catholicity for those under 30 a decade ago (the Cold War cohort)., TFor
their successors (the Victnaw generation), however, the relationship has
jumped to ;21. In the meantime, for those over 30, the beta has declined
from .16 to .12 Hence therc has been a change of .17 in the differences
of impdct of Catholic education on adult religiousness in the two age groups,
There also has been a decline inthe relationship for the Germans and Irish.

Large increases occurred for the Italians, Poles, and Spanish-speaking.

The use of the Catholicity factor as a summary measure highlights
the para-ox of this chapter: Catholic religiousness has gone down but the

importonce of Catholic ecducation has gone up because of &ts heightened

~

. impact on certain ethnic groups, young people and men--the las

t two groups

being vhere religiousness has most sharply declined, In other words, Catholic
education has sloved the decline more cifectively for those groups where the
decline has bzen the most serious. Catholic education seems much

less

effective for those where the decline has becn less serious,

turthermore, its relative impact now is even greater on those who
will builéd the future--respondents from more rel igious families, young people,
and men (vho are the decisive religious social. zers [McCready 1972]). Thus,
in teams of both cutting losses and rer! ructuring for the future, Catholic

schools seem substontial ly wore important today than they were a decade ago.
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How Big is "Big?"

The standardized cocfficients (betas) between number of years in
Catholic school and adult religicusness arc generally not large. Can one
conclude that Catholic schools are not effective? To a considerable extent
the ansver depands upon how much one believes that adult behavior can be
shaped by background influences. A model of adult behavior with a very
high 32 would be onc in which most behavior of human beings could easily
be predicted if we knew the pertinent background variables. Obviously
humans remain very unpredictable, and the comylexity of a personality is
such that one scarcely can expect. any background influence to produce
an overvhelming correlation, for such an influence would take randomness
and varicty out of human action. Tihe religious behavior models presented
inthis chapler are gencrally about as successful in predicting adult religious-

ness as are the social stratification models of Scewell, Duncan, and their

associates in predicting income levels ( ).
Cath»lic cducation in 1974 is as strong a predictor, on

the average, of adult religious behavior as the religiousness of parents.

1t i5 stronger than one's level of educ;tional attaimmnent and sex. ¥urther-
more, the zverage influence of Catholic schools hés remained constant betwecn
1963 and 1974, while parents’ religiousness, educational attainment, and sex
have declined (aud age and spouse's religiousness have increased) in predictive
effectiveness. The .16 beta for parental religiousness may scem racher small
until one stops to consider how difficult it is even to achieve a standardized
corvelation coefficient that high.

At the time The Lducation ol Catholic Americans was written there was

little material available from other educational impact rescarch by which
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comparisons could be mnde.lo In Tables 11-A and 11-B originated in the rcanalysis

of the FKquality of Educational Opportunity Study (EEQOS) done by James Coleman
and his colleagues that was preparcd by Marshal S. Smith for a collection of
essays (tosteller a.d Hoynihan 19 ) . The standardized coefficients be-
tween per pupil expenditure in a school systemand verbal achievement scores
are virtually nonexistent for both blacks and vhites, and the standardized
coefficients between proportion white in a school and the academic achieve-
ment of blacks is notable (approximately .2) for only ninth-grade northern
blacks. Generally speaking, the only substantial geta f;r family background
variables with individual verbal achicvement is parental education.
. (Tables 11-A and B about here)

0f course, any comparison between the standardized coefficients

in Tables 11-A and B and those produced in the carly tables of this chapter

is at best only illustrative. The dependent variable of the EEOS study

[

is present performance in school; the dependent variable in our research
is adult performauce after one has left school (in some instances, many
years after school). What a comparison between the EEOS coefficients
and those ceported in this study does suggest is that in both social re-
search and in social policy, onc must be content with relacively modest
results. As our colleague Sidney Verba once remarked, "R;ality is a .3
cyrrcelation.”

Sometimes it Scems to be a lot less than that.

Whether the massive modern iesources poured into Catholic schools are
worth the elfort is an issue that ig beyond the scope of this chapter., Schools
do have as much jmpact on adult religiousness, apparently, as does the reli-

gilousness of one's parents, which might be cousidered a not unimportant
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accomplishment. Furthermore, in licu of a proven method of matching parental
influcnce through some other method besides parochial education, it might be
argued that a .08 standardized coefficient is better than nothing. But
whether the schools arc wocth the coet is a decision that should not be made
by social scientists but by the administrators of the schools and their
clicntele. The administrators seem to have made the decision: they are
closing down many of the existing schools and not building new ones. As

we shall see in the next chapter, however, the clientele appears to have

mde a diffcrent judgment,

Catholic FEducation and Racial Attitudes

There has been substantial change in racial atctitudes among American
since 1963. (Grealey and Sheatsley 1971, Grecley and Sheatsley 1974) catholics
verc more sympathetic to racial integration than were Protestants even in
the North in 1963, thgy have lengthenad this lead in the last ten years,
Unfortunately, the items chosen to be used in the first stuy of the impact
of Citholic schools were from the "bottom end” of the Guttman scale that
NORC uses to measure racial integration, that is, those items which have been
least likely to change in the last decade (sce Appendix for those i ems).

Hence there is no change in the mean score on the scale used in this project
since 1963 (Table 11-C), and we are usable to analyze the compenents of change.
e l’/(‘ -Clu,iid Chunt lig i

llowever, those two groups which had cither 8-12 years of Catholic
education or more than 12 years had lowver racism scores than other Catholics
ten years ago.  They have even lower scores in 1974, Indeed, the only change

measurable by the scale used in this project happened precisely among those

with more than 8 years of Githolic ccuation. Furthermore, those with more than

229




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-27-
12 years of Catholic education score the highest on a scale devised to
measure «n acceptable level of integration (proportion of black students
in school--sce appendix for scale construction).é’ﬁléﬂf !I*CLII)

It is possible, hovever, that such correlations arc mercly the
result of the fact thac those who had high levels of Catholic education
also had high levels of education. Therefore, we must apply our Religious
Behavior Model and take out the cffects of age, sex, cducational attainment,
parents' religiousness, and spouse's religiousness. Waen that is dome, the only
positive relationship betveen Catholic school attendaﬂce and racial attitudes
is on the 1974 racisr scale. The net corrclation is modest (.07), but
the net correltaion for number of years of any education is only ~-,17.
Thus it can be said that compared to number of years of education, the
number of years of Catholic cducation makes a not unimportant addition to
improving racial attitudes. Furthermore, it makes this improvement in
1974 vhen it did not make it i~ 1963, (T&bi‘ -t

It was reported in The Education of Catholic Americans that the

major cffcct of Catholic education on racial attitudes came among those
who wo..t to collega. Using our present methods of analysis, we can see
éhat among the college cducated the net corrclation between years of
Capho]ic cduc;tion and the racism scale in 1963 vas -.04, and in 1974
it had bLeecome -.20. Among the college educated the beta between Catholic
schooling and support for integrated schools was .11,

In 1963, then, the only impact of Catholic education on racial
attitudes was among the college educated (although this vas not merely
the resull of their edication but represented a distinctively Catholic

input). This impact, very umall in 1963, has increased greatly during
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. the pist ten years, and now a modest net correlation can also be found among

the general publie,

It would be a mistake to exaggerate the importance of both the impact
of Catholic cducation on racial attitudes and the jncreasing size of that impact.
Even amoag the . college educated in 1974, only 4 per cent of the variance in
racial attitudes can be explained by their having attended Catholic schools.
But it would also be 4 mistake to underestimate the importance of the rela-
tionship between racial attitudes and €atholic school attepdance. Total years
of education also explains only about & per cent of the variance in racial
attitudes. Among the college gducatcd, in other words, having had a Catholic
cducation secems to double the educational impact on racial attitudes. It is

not a trivial accomplislment. FEducational impacl rcscarch has taught us to

‘ have modest expectations., However, our greater sophistication about the
difficultics involved in value change has taught us to be grateful for

medest success.

Catholic Fducation anua Kconomic Achicvenent

At the time the research which resulted in The Education of Catholic

Amcricans was being prepared, there was considerable controversy about
vhether Catholicism was a barrier to economic achievement. A nuber of authors,
both Catholic and non-Catholic, suggested that the Protestant ethic was alive
and well, and that Protestants were wore strongly motivated to achieve than
Catholics. Others argued that the rigidity of the authoritarian controls

of the Catholic Church inhibited the growth of independence and amibition

. . . 1 . .
which were necessary for economic and intellectunl success. Since that time,

. the controversy has scttled down, mostly because the overwvhelming weight of

evidence 1s that whatever may be said aboul the Protestant cthic, Catholics
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are worc successful cconomically and educationally in theUnited States today

than are white Yrotestants,1?

But in the perspective of those who thought that Catholicis:n would
inhibit cconomic achievement, it was logical to assume that Catholic schools,
representing, as they purported to, the quintessence of the'batholic ethic}'
would irhibit economic achicvement c¢ven more. In other words, it was one
strike against you to be Catholic and another to go to Catholic schools,

The rescarch reported in The Fducation of Catholic Americans showed, however,

that parochial school attendance correlated positively with economic achievement,
There was a profit to be made by going to Catholic schools.
4
The same finding is presented in clearer perspective in our reanalysis

of the 1963 data (Tables 12-A and B). Those who speni at least ten years

in Catliolic schools had 13.6 years of education in 1963 and 14 years in
1974, move than a one-year advantagg over those who did not go to Catholic
schools at all. Even when we apply the standardization technique described
in Chapter 3, those who attended Catholic schools still hold on to their
ed. cational advantage, an advantage which is not purely a function of
the superior edwvcation of their fathers.

(Tables 12-A and B about here)

Thes @ ;ho had more than ten years in parochial schools in both 1963
ané 1974 also have a lead of wmore than ten units in occupational prestige
over those who had no Catholic cducation. They are more than approximately
8 units over those who had 1 to 10 years of Catholic schooling. 1In 1963, the
income advantage over the former is more than $1300; over the lattef, it is
alwost $900. In 1974, this advantage incrcases to $1700 over those who had
no Catholic cducation and almost $2000 over thosc wio had 1 to 10 years. What

scems to provide the ecouowic payoff in 1974 ix a lot of Catholic education.

lowever, the differenzes in occupational prestige diminish considerably when
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we remove the cffects of both the respondent's and the respondent's father's
. educational level through standardizatiou. At both points in time those who

wnot to Catholic schools maintain their advantage over those tho did not (though

it becomes rather small, but there is no difference between the two Catholic
school groups. lowever, the income differences remain at both points in time,
and indeed there is still more than a thousand dollars advantage in having
more than tem years of education in Catholic schools.

over those who did not (though it becomes rather small); but there is

no difference bztween the two Catholic school groups. However, the income
differences remain at both points in time, and indced there is still more

than a thousand dollars advantage in having more than ten years of education

in Catholic schools.

There are a number of possible explanations for this economic advantage
of Catholic education--an advantage which ran against the 1963 expcctations:

‘ 1. Catholic schools are academically better than public schools,

and provide thelir students with better intellectual skills, which in turn
cenable them to be more successful in the occupational world, .

2, ‘Tthose who attend Catholic schools learn habits of self-restraint
and diligence (which is to say that they acquire the Protestant ethic?) that

enable them to do better in the vorld of cwmomic achievement,

~

3. FEven if one holds constunt the cducation:l achievement of parents,
it ray still be the case that Catholic achool attenders come from families whare
there is a higher motivation fur economic achievement., The financial sacrifice
made to provide Catholic educatiown, for example, may be oie evidence of such
familial motivation,

4. Writers from the National Bureau of Econowre descarch (NBER) have

. recently raised the possibility of family iv(luence within religious groups as

an explanation of economic achijevement. (Juster 1974: 19.-20),
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« » o+ cconuvmists and other social scientists have vecently

‘ begun to pay close attention to the possible role of preschool
investments in childven by parents, as it affects subscquent .
cducational attainment., . , . Parental influcnces of this
sort may also have effects on miarket productivity and carnings
over and above any impact on school performance, and if so,
returns on cducation can be affected, '

To shov the potential importance of thesc kinds of factors
[possible influence on earnings of different amounts of parental
time spent with preschool or school-age children], it is worth
pointing out that cultural background as reflected by reli-
glous preference has a very powerful influence on obscrved
earnings in both the Taubman-Wales and the Hause chapters,

In the data scts used for both chapters, respondents were

asked to report their religious preference as among Protes-
tant, Catholic , Jewish, andother (including none), Taking
account of family background factors, like father's md mother's
education and occupation, variables for both Jewish and Catholic
religious preference have a significaut (positive) impact on
observed earnings relative to respondents reporting a Protecs-
tant preference. The Jewish religious preference variable also
shows a significant impact on earnings in the Rogers sample,

Although the precise factors roflected in thse religious
prefercence variables are unknowns, plausible hypotheses arc
that they reflect differences in the cultural background to

‘ which respondents were exposed during their formative years,
or differcuces in the quantity or quality of parental time

‘ inputs, rather than differences in specific religious values

or piactices, The appropriate research stance seems clear,
The existence of strony statistical differences in behavior
patterns associated with religious preference variables--
or, as in other studies, with variables reflecting race or
scx--points toward the existence of forces whose influence
necds to be better understood and more fully interpreted,
rather than toward an inference of causal relationships
from observed statistical associations,

‘1 such  faniily backerovnd factors do cerrelate with religion, then

it would not bz surprising to find such background dynamics especially vigorous
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in those familjes who weie sufficicntly Catholic to pay for ten or more
years of Catholic education [or their children,

Another possibility is that those who have considerable amounts
of pavochial schooling are in some fashion better integrated into the
Catholic comaunity,and for psychological or financial reasons, this
integration has a certain profitability. There are moderato vorrelations
between income, education, and occupation and growing up in a Cathplic neigh-
borhood, living in a Catholic neighborhood now, and having a high proportion
of your three closest friends Catholic (in excess of ,1). However, there
are alwost no differences among the three educational groups (Table 12-¢) in
their mean scores outhese measures, so we cannot use the standardization

model of Lolding constant those differences. Still there remains the pos-
sibility that even though the groups have on the average, for example, the
same proportion of their three closest friends Catholic, they make different
econowic use of these friendships. They may be able to convert them differen-
tailly into incoue.
(Table 12 -C about here)

It must be remewbered that the "conversion rate'" in a regression
equation (the "bY) represcots the change in the metric of the “dependent
variable which js accounted for by a change in the metric of the independent
variable, Thus a '"D" betueen income and proportion of friende Cﬁthn]ic would
represent how much fncome one adds tor each new unit of Cathwolic friend, holding
constant all tue other variables in the equation., Onac cun sce in Table 12 -D
that there is a surprising difference in the ability of the three Catholic

educational groups to convert "friendship"” iuto incowe. Each extra Catholic
)
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. friend is worth $3681 for those with ten ycars of Catholic cducation,and $59
for those with no Catholic education. There is a net loss of $310 of incomae
for each Catholic fricud among those who had between 1 and 10 years of Crtholic

cducation. There is a similar though smaller phenomenon at work for living in
a Catholic neighborhood now and growingup in a Catholic neighborliood. The
impact of Catholiec fricundship on income is illustrated with another statistic
in Table 12ZE. The beta for those with all Catholic education is .41, for those
with no Catholic education it is .07, and for those who werc in between it
declines to -.03. Yor &hose living in a Catholic neighborhood the figures
are .26, .13, and -,15 respecctively.

(Tables 12-D and E about here)

There are clearly a number of cafflling mysteries at work. Why should

~

there be any relationship-at all b-treen where you live and the religiousness

of your friends, on the onc hand, and economic success on the other? And

why should this relationship be positive for those who had a lot of Catholic
)

education? Morris Roscnhergasuggested some time ago that growing up in a

neighborhood where one was a minority had some cffect on self-esteem which,

in its turn, wveakenad to some extent one's economic achievement, But our

data indicato that the neighborhood you grew up in is less important than

the one you live in now and your present friendship patterns, Could it be that

those who arc in Catholie relational situations have better morale than Catholics

vho do not, and that tierefore going to Catholic schools produces "better

adjusted" adults?

‘ ERIC 2oV

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




-3

On Bradburn's psychological well-being scale ("How happy are you now?
Very happy, pretty happy, not too happy'), we could find no diffcrence among
the three Catholic cducational groups in psychological well—b$ing (table 12-1)

(Table 12-F about here)

But there were different velatjonships between proportion of three
closest friends Catholtic and psychologlcal well-being for the Catholic edu-
cational groups (Table MA-Fy), with those vho had some C~tholic education
displaying a negative rclationship between Cagholic friends and pzychological
well-being (-.18), and the other two grdups showing a positive relationship.
For those who had some Catholic education, a Catholic friendship network

scemed to produce lowar happincss for thouse who had either no Catholic

education or a lot of it. Furthermore, with all the other variables in the
‘ model held constant (including aumber ol close friends Catholic), there
were positive relationships betweem income and psychological well-baing for
Catholics with no Catholic school cducation and those with a lot, und a nega-
tive relationship betveen psychological well-being and income for those with
some Catholic education (Pable 12-f;;). In this group, Catholic friends
produce less happiness, and less happiness produces more hacome.

Finally, if one comparcs rhe conversion rates [or Catholic Lriendship
with psychological well-being in two ways, vith psychological well-being included
in the cyaatlon and with psychological well-being not included in the equation,
oue can sce (Table 12-Fj4i) that while the differeaces are rot eliminated,

they diminish; and the negative relationcship for those who had soma Catholic

cducat ion beeomes positive, Thus, psychological well-being is involved in
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the differences awong the three Catholic educational groups in their ability
to convert friendship into income. Belny integrated into the Catholic com-
munity dozs produce a higher level of psychological well-being, which in

turn explains in part the higher economic convertibility of friendship. But
thy this should be true only }or those who have more than ten years of C-tholic
education and not for those who have less, remains a mys tery. TFurthermore, vhy
it should be truc also for those who have no Catholic education at all ( though
less dramatically than for those with wore than ten years of Catholic schooling)
is ecqually mysterious. Also, some of the differential convert bility of
friendship secms to be related tosocial psycllo.loglcal factors, but much of

it does not. it could certainly be the case that those who have had many
years of Catholic education are tied into a Catholic business and commercial
network vhich gives them an cconomic advantage; but then why would those who
had no Catholic cducation alse Ye able to profit from such a network? And

why would the netvork be counterproductive for those who huve had some Catholic
oducation? There could casily be ethnic group differences at work, but

our sample is not large enough to explore that possibility,

fn retvospect, we must confess the sensc of a lost opportunity when

ve did not provide materials in our questiomnaire to explore thie issue wore
fully, especially since ve hal similar findings with our much cruder tuols of
a decade ago. There are, however, just so many items one can cram onto a
questionnaire.  There is an economic payoffl in haveing more than ten years af
Catholic education, and it seems to be the result of a greater ability to
convert Catholic community tics into income, The dynamics of this conversion

process, however, must await more detailed investigation,
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‘ Tn summary, the advantage of parochial school attendance in educational

attainmeut is not simply a function of the superior sducation of the resp- «dents’

fathers. The advantage in occupational prestige over those who had s
Catholic schoosl education vanishes betueen 1963 and 1974, but it contintes

over those whohad no Catholic education. So, tee, does the financial advantage,

although in part ihat is the vesult of some aspects of Catholic community
life we do not fully understand., The last ten years do not seem to have

- dininished these advautages of Catholic education in the slightest.

Religious Tnstruction

The Catholic Church endeavors to provide relisiious education for

the children of Catholic families who do not attend Catholic schools, This

is done generally through the religious ins truction classces of the Confraternity
‘ of Christiaa Noctrine taught during release time or in the afternoons, evenings,
or Sunday mornings. Many Catholics argued in the early 1960s that such instruction
classes were a preferable alternative to Catholic schools in a new era which be-
( Ryt 15 ])

gan vith the Second Vatican Counci]r While there was little evidence available
at the time to indicate that such inscruction classes had miuch impact oa the
adult bebavior of those who attended them, those who advocated a strong ewphasis
in this direction contended that rather little in the wvay of vesources had heen
put into the CGontraternity of Christian Doctrine, and that an apparent test of
the cffectiveness of this alternative form of Catholic education could only be
made vhen substential efforts were expended, It is doubtful that anyoue would
mu question that substantial efforts have been put into the CCH in the last

ten yearsn, In mamy Catholic parishes, such instructioa has replaced Catholic
educar ion, Mew suburbau parishes have constructed not Catholic schools but

Cathololic "Yearning centers." Some of the most enthusiastic and dedicated

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

~ ERIC




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

=37~

i -

priests and religious 'in the country have moved into such work.

There does not seem muck evidence in the adult population that
instruction classes are an adcquate substitute for parochial schools (Tables
13 and 14,, It is generally the case,in both 1963 and 1974, that some religious
instruction is preferable to no religious instruction, H;wever, the differcnces
between those who had some religious instruction and those who had none seemed
to have diminished rather than incrcased in the last decade. It would appear,
therefore, that religious instruction classes were less effective than parochial
schools in impeding the religious decline in the ‘Catholic populatioa during the
last ten ycars.

(Tables 13 and 14 about here)

Nor has the emphasis on CCD instruction in the last decade proved’

to be an effective substitute for Catholic education for the Vietnam genera-
(T234¢ 15-11)

tion, some of whom surcly bencfited fromthe increased cmphiasis on CCD. Indeed,
on a number of items, reception of holy Communion, going to confession, praying

daily, accepta .ce of the Vatican Council reforms, there is little difference

betwesn thase who had uo religiocus instruction at all and those who had re-

{Tiole 15-5)
Ligious instruction during both high school and college yearﬁ. On a number

of other measuves--vocation support, Catholic activism, the Church's right to

to teach scalz, sexual orthodory, support for 'new ways', and Catholic media
activism--there was not much to choose from between those who had religious
instcuction ai one level or the other but not both and those who had no relig ious
instrucrioﬁ at all.,

(Tables 15-A and B about here) P
However, the differenccs in Tables13, 14, and15ﬂqarc raw differences.
without avy of the backgr-und variables in our model being taken into account,

If onc standardizes for edueational achievement and religiousness of parents,

23z
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perhaps onc can {ind an effect of CCh instruction that may be more favorable
to that approach io religions instruction.
When we use a multiple regression technique that "takes out" the

-

effect of parental religiousness and educational acliievement, we still
find little evidence that religious instruction outside the Catholic schools
is an adequate substitute for the schools. Such instruction (Table 16) is
indeed better than sothing in most cases, although in 1974, there is no dif-
ference between those who have no instruction and those wvho have some in
doctrinal orthodoxy, vocation support, sexual.orthodoxy,And new style
activiem. Nor have the CCD exertions of the past decade produced any
remarkable impact on those in the Vietnam generation. Those who have had
some instruction have higher scores than those who have none, in most
cases, but there is generally very little difference between those who have
had religious instruction only in grammar school or high school aud those
wvho have had it at both times. The extra work secms Lo have been wasted
(Table 16 about here)

The CC» program may be useful to the Church as a symbol of its
intercetr in and ceacern for those who do not g0 to Catholic schools. 1t
also scems to be better in some cases than no religious instructioa at all,
but it does not even besin to sibstitute for Catholic schools. Nor is there
much evidencen to suggest that ¢CD has improved its performance through the
last deecade of intensive eftorts. Note, for example, the differences between
the Vietnam generation who had ten or more years ol Catholic cducation and
those who had relizious instruction in both grammar and high schools on
the support of Vatican 11 and media activism measurcs (Table 17). 1In the

former case the difference is almost half a standard deviation,and sn the

23u
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latter, almost three-fourths of a standard deviation--and this is when we

‘ hold constant both cducational attainment and parental religiousness. In
winning support for the Couucil from young Catholics and in persuading them
to read religions books and periodicals, the CCD was a dismal failure.

(Table 17 about here)

Catholic Education.and Religious-Change

Our final task in this chapter is to link our anlysis of the

impact of Catholic schiools with the social change models developed to account

for the decline of Catholic practice in the previous chapter. Are the dynanics-
of decline different for the thrce different levels of Catholic schooling
with which we have been concerned?

*

First of all, the proportionate decline is less among those vho went

to Catholic schools for more than 10 years (Table 18-A). 1In 1963, two-thirds
. of them vere above the median score on the Catholic activities facor. A
decade later those above the same median score had fallen«cto 43 per cent--
approximately the same proportion which were cbove the factor median a
decade ago among those who had no Catholic education. The impact of the
last decade, in other words, vas to reduce the rcligiousncss of those who
had gone to Catholic schools for more than 10 years to about the level
attained a decade ago by those who had not gone to Catholic schools at all,
Lut the proportionate decline among the other two groups was cven
greater. lhen we divide the percentage above the 1963 median naw by the
propoxtion above the same wedian a decade ago, we observe that the decline
for those with morc than ten years of Catholic schooling is .37 while
for the other tvo groups it is about (44, The decline in "Catholicity" was
‘ sharp for all three groups but Jess sharp for those with more than ten years

of Catholic education.

ERIC 23%
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TABLE 1

STANDARDIZED SCORES ON RELIGLOUS SCALES BY PAROCHIAL
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, 1963 AND 19747

1963 1974
Religious Scales More than 1-10 More than 1-10
10 Years Years € Years 10 Years Years O Years
Catholic activism 49 6 6 48 6 -25
Supﬁ;rt for vocation 30 9 -16 13 9 -13
Sexual orthodoxy 48 2 -18 4 0 -4
Doctrinal orthodoxy 49 1 -14 20 3 -5
Church's right to
teach 38 4 -17 19 3 -3
' Sacramental reception 61 6 - -25 31 7 -13

“The standardized scores (or "z" scores) are average position of a scale
vhose mean is zero and whose standard deviation is 100. A score of 38 means that
a group has an average score of 38 per cent of a standard deviation above the mean.
The absoluic values of the means have declined from 1963 to 1974, so the above
table shows only the difference among groups within the same point in time but
not the differences at the two time periods,
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TADLE 2

SCHOOL. ATTENDANCE, 19063-1974

Religious More than 1-10 Yerrs Years
Behavior 10 Years
Heekly nass 1963 91 74 62
1974 65 44 36
Difference = -26 -30 -26
Weekly _commupion 1963 27 14 7
1974 41 27 19
Difference = +14 +13 -+12
Monthly Confession
1963 54 40 31
1974 20 21 16
Difference = -34 -19 TIE“
Daily praver 1953 g1 75 65
1974 62 43 40
Difference = -19 -32 -25
Coalcaceprion wrong
: 1963 71 54 46
1974 14 15 15
Differencoe = -57 -39 -11
Contribution (more than
2.3 per _cent of income
L9563 47 43 38
1974 26 19 113
Difference = -21 -24 -25

238




-49-

TABLE 3

STANDARDIZED SCORES ON "NEW SCALES" BY
CATHOLIC EDUCATION (1974 ONLY)

10 Years 1-10 Years 0 Years
Anticlerical -47 -5 25
Priest competence -10 5 5
Vatican 11 40 -6 -6
Change priest 25 -3 -10
"fiew ways" 16 5 -9
Catholic media activism 26 6 -10
New style activism 43 3 -16
01d style activism 56 12 ~24

_R39
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TABLE 4

CORREIATIONS BETWREN NUMBER OF YFARS OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION
AND RULIGIOUS AUTTTUDES AND BEHAVIOR

Attitudes and Behavior 1963 "1974
Catholic activism e 24 .28
Sexual orthodoxy .18 .00
Doctr;nal orthodoxy .18 .10
Church's right to tecach .17 .08
Contribution .03 .13
Mass attendance .14 .11
* Communion .17 .14
Confession .12 .03
Prayer ‘ .08 .08
Vatican II .16
"New ways" L4
New style activism .21
Catholic media activism .16
01d style activism .29

R4V
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TABLE 7

STANDARDIZED COLFILCIENTS RETWLEDN YRARS OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION AND
MEASURLS OF ATTITODL AND BEHAVIOR FOR CATIHOL1CS 1I'ROM
HTCGHLY RELIGIOUS DACKGROJINDS

ey T L T A T R T ™ T et ST ST _STen o o e trieseasams oo st v v et S N b et msmn s e sar s sems et 4t co———
WISV L T tTTAR Tt =y o Pt v SUTRESTREL I saEsmnTTISIn

1963 . 1974
Religious Jackground Religious Backpround

Low _ High Low High
Right to teach .10 .21 .03 .09
Doctrinal orthodoxy .03 .10 .07 .12
Sacramental reception .03 .19 .09 .02
Sexual orthodoxy .03 .08 .04 ~.12
Contribution .04 .28 .03 .25
Mass .03 .11 .05 .05
Communion .13 28 08 .07
Confession .03 .13 .04 .07
Prayoer .04 .0} .01 .15
Actlivisnm .13 .17 .08 .27
Vatican T{ - -- .05 .15
New Ways -- -- .03 .08
New style activist - -- .03 .19
Catholic w-dia -~ -- .13 .26
Uld.srylv aclivist -- - .10 .26

&
(V&N
r. -
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TABLE 8

STARDARDIZED COEFFICTENTS BETWEEN YEARS OF CATHOLIC
EDUCAT1ON AND ADUL'T RELIGIOUSNESS FOR THOSE
UNDER 30 ONLY ( VIETHAM COIORT)

rs—— e e s o e s
p— sy ax Ser i o 1

Under 30 All Respondents
Activism . 24 . 20
Support .15 .12
Mass .16 .05
Commuanion .07 .07
. Confession .00 .00
Private prayerx .16 ' .02
Media activiem .31 .13
0ld style activism .23 .19
New style activism .0% .13
Vetican Li .18 .08
Now wavs .09 .08
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TABLE 9-A
‘ INFLULRGL OF CATHOLTC EDUCATION AND SEN, 1963 AND 1974
(Standazdized Coalficients--Betas)
Religions Scales Men 1o Women Men e Women
Catholic activism .14 .09 .25 .11
Church's right to teach 4 .10 .13 .01
Doctrinal orthodoxy .07 .06 .11
Sexual orthoedoxy .07 .09 .00
Sacramental reception .10 .19 .00
Vocation support | ul .10 .14 .01
Church contribution .01 -.07 W18 .02
Catholic media activism .16 .10
‘ New style activism W15 .05
014 style activiam .29 .07




TABLE 9-B

SO:E VARIADLLS OF RELIGIOUS BETHAVIOR MODEL
FOR MEN AND WOMEN, 1963 AND 1974
(Standardized Coefficients--Betns)

1263 1974
Men Vaosen Men Women
Spouse's Church
attendance .10 .17 .28 .23
Parents' religiousness .15 .13 .17 .09
Catholic Fducation .10 .06 .16 .05
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TABLE 10-A

AVERACE STANDARDIZED CORFFICIENTS WITH “CATHOLTCITY FACTOR" IN RELIGIOUS
BENAVIOR MODEL, 1963 AND 1974

1963 1974

Parental religiousngss .28 .22

Age .05 .20

Sex . .28 .19
Educational achievement .15 -.07

. Years of Catholic education .15 .23
Spouze's church attendance A2 .50

Total variance explainnd .39 A7

RJ4




TABDLE 10-8

STANDARDIZED COREFFICIENTS (BLTAS) BETWETU YLDARS OF CATHOLIC
EDUCATLON AXD "CATHOLTICTTY" FACTOR FOR CERTAIN SUBGROULS

1963 1974
Hate .18 .23
Fenmale v .17 .15
Religious parents .19 .23
I.ess roligious pavents .03 .03
Under 30 .04 .21
Over 30 .16 12z
Irish .06 .05
Gernan . .12 .10
Polish .0u .27
ltalian .13 .25
$panish-speaking © .07 .24




TABLE. 11-A

RAW AND STANDARDIZED CORRKELATIONS BETWEEN PER PUPJL
LXPENDITURE, PROPORTION SCHOOL WHITE, AND
VERBAL ACHIEVEMENT SCORES™

Per Pupil Expenditure Proportion White
Raw Beta 1? Beta Zb Raw Deta f Beta Zb
Sixth frade
Northern blacks .07 .01 .02 .15 -,01 -.03
Northern :hites .04 .01 .02 .16 .06 .04
Ninth Grade ~
Northem blacks - .00 .01 .04 .14 022 .20
Northein whites .07 .06 .08 .12 .06 .05
Twelfth Grade
Northe'n blacks .00 .00 .01 .15 .09 .06
Northern whites .08 .03 .04 .06 .06 .03

"Adapt.d from Marshal S. Smith, "The Basic Findings Reconsidered," in D. P.
Moynihan 2e0d F,. Mosteller (eds.), £q-ality of dducational Opportunity.

Bet of family background factor, facilities and curriculum factor, student
body factov,

a

b
Net of all but fumily background factor,
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TABLE 11-B

REGRESSION COLETFTICIELTS TOR SCi00OL ACHTEVEMENT

Standazdized regicssion cacflicients for six backuround varisblest at grades 6, g, and
12 for Netthern whites wnd bleeke, Fach cacllicient is estimated in an squation con-
tuining all other bacheround voriables, Provo: tian VWhites in the Sthool, and three ~ets
of schovinide vaniables measudiag Curriculun and Facilities, Teacher Chinacteristics,
and Stadent Body chaiacteristics. Individeal Veabal Achiciement is the dependent
variuable.

Northern Blacks Northern Whites

6th 9th 12th Gth oth 12th
Grade  Grade Grade Grede Grede Grode
Readine Materizl in ) : .

Home : L 08" .04 do* JdrE 0 7t
Tteins in Home . J18*% .05 .02 .08* 04 —.00
Sibling 7 .08% 3% 09*  30%  .14% .00
Stiuctural Tntegiity of

Family .06 07* .04 06" 08 .03

2arents’ Faducation .10% .00* Q4 Jdg* 23" .19”
Ui basism of Badk- -
ground .01 04 05 —.00% .07 .01

Y Lhe bac round variables are de.ciibed in detail in Appendix A.
* An astedsh neat to aovalue siznifies that this coeflicient i significant at the .03 lasel
(¢t > 1.08, N = rov9).




"" TABLE 11-C

CATHOLIC EDUCATION AND PACIAT, ATTITUDES - 1963-1974

i. Mecan Scorc on Racism Scale ,

Years of Catliolic Schooling 1963 1974
) 0 1.60 1.73
1 -8 1.63 1.68
8 - 12 1.45 1.27
13 or morc 1.31 " 0.9
ALl C 157 1,60

ii. Mean Scere on Support for Integrated Education (Froportion

‘ of Blacks Acceptable in School).
0 1.98
’
1-38 1.55
3 - 12 2,02
13 or more 2,30

iii. Net Correlations (Religious Behavior iodel) betwecen
Years of Catholic fducation and Racial attitudes.

1963 1974
Suppoxrt for
Racism Racism  Integration
All respondents .00 -.07 .00
Coliege Nducated - 04 -.20 11




TADLE 12-4A
. ACHTEVENLET OF CATHOLICS BY PAROCHTAL SCHODL, ATTENDANCE 19463 AND 1974
(FORCONLY TUOSE RESPONDENTS WLTH MORK: PHAN TEN YEALRS EDUCAT LON
Father's kKduca-  Own Education . Decupational Pres- Tucome
1963 tion (in Yenrn) (la Yeors) tiye Scorve g_I_g__Q.\'g_u._;_x_r_s_l
(0 years in Catholic
sc";mol‘(zws) 7.6 12,8 38.4 7,977
1-10 ycars in Cutholic
SC"‘OOL(qgl) 8.6 13.0 42,9 8,526
tMore than L0 years in
Catholic s;c'nool(zn) 9.3 13.6 ‘ 51.0° 9, 300
1974
0 years in Catholic .
S(hnol(zm) 8.7 12,8 40,1 14, 865
L-10 years in Catholic
Sc“(’)l(z.’,]) 9.7 12.8 40,2 14,701
%ro than 10 years in
Catholic schoc>1(132) 9.9 14,0 47.9 16, 628




TABLE 12-B
NEW EDUCATIONAL, OCCUPATIONAL, AND 1INCOME DIFFERENCE FROM THOSE
WI'TH MORE THAN 10 YEARS CATHOL1C EDUCATION 1963 AND 1974
(FYOR ONLY THOSE WITH MORE THAN TEN YEARS EDUCATION)
Own Fducation Occupational Prestige Income {in Dollars)
1963 Grouss Net” Gross NetP Cross Net®
U years in Catholic
schools -0.8 -0.7 -12.6 -2,2 -1,323 - 476
1-10 years in Catholic
schools -0.6 -0.6 - 8.1 0.0 - 874 - 355
1974
0 years in Catholic
‘schools -1.2 -1.0 -11.5  -4.3 -1,763 - 537
1-10 yeave in Catholic
schools -1.2 -1.0 - 7.9 0.0 -1,927  -1,091

a ., . .
With father's cducation taken into account.
With father's education and own education taken into account,

€., . . . . ; . .
Lith Father's education, own education, and occupation taken intoesccount,

’H )




TALLE 12-C

DEVTATIONS FRM MEAN FOR CATIOLIC EDUCAT [ONAL, GROUPS 1IN
CATIOLIC COMMUNUTY MEASURES - 1974

. Growing up in Catho- Living in Catholic Three Best Friends
1ic Neighborhoodd Neighboriiood Now Catholic
0 years in Catholic
schools .03 -.02 -,05
-10 years in Cathotic
schools ~.01 .10 -.10
ttore than L0 years in
Catholic school:s -.02 -.05 .27
Mean (3.26) (3.00) (2.02)




TARLE 12-D

CONVERSTON RATES ("B'") FOR LIVING IN CATUOLIC COMDMUNITIES
BY CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL GROUPS - 1974
FOR THOSE WITH 10 OR MORE YEARS OF LDUCATION

L= e Pl s Mg

- oo —
—

Growing Up in Catho-. Living in Catholie, Three Best Friends
lic Neighborhood Neighborhood “ow Catholic

0 years in Catholic

schools $ 467 $ 731 $ 859
1-10 years in Catholice '

schools 219 - 868 310
More than 10 years in

vatholic schools 660 1727 3681




]
/ .
TARLE 12-F
STUPLY AT STANGCARDIZUD CORRELATIONS WITH INCOML FOR 1LIVING IN
CATUOLTC COINUMIITY MEASURES BY BDLCATIONAL QRouUprs - 1974
(FOR ORLY TUOSE WirH MORE THAN 10 YEARS EDUICATION)
Growing Up in Carho- Living in Catholic Three Best Friends
lic Neighbovhood Neighborheod Now Catholic
— r Beta r Beta r Reta
0 years in Catholic .
schquls .10 .06 .10 A .00 .17
1-10 years in Catholic
S(‘-h\'\OlS 301 -u03 012 -315 002 ".05
.re than 10 years in
Caiholic schools .09 .07 .08 .26 .13 .41




‘ TABLE 12-F;, Fyi, Fiig

PSYCHOLOG LCAL VELL-BEING, CATHOLIC EDUCATTON, CATHOLIC FRIENDS, AND INCOME - 1974

(i) Correlations between Proportion of Catholic friends and Psychological Well-deing
for 'threc Catholic Educational Groups.

0 Years in Catholic 0-10 Yeaxrs in Catholic More than 10 Years
Schools Schools in Catholic Schools
.10 -.18 o1k

(ii) Net Correlation between Psychological Well-Being and Income with Fatheg's Educa-
cation, Swn Education, Occupation, Proportion of Catholic Friends lleld Constant--
for Three Catholic Educational Groups (beta).

.28 -.08 .08

‘ii) Incove Conversion Rates for Proportion of Three Best Friends Catholic with
Psychological Well-Being Talken into Account and Not Talien, into Account.

Wecll-Being Not
Taken into

Account $ 859 $ -310 $368).
Well-Being Taken
into Account 509 220 1481
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STANDARDIZED SCORES BY CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND FOR THOSE UKDER 30 ( VIETNAM GENIRA

TABLZ=

13-A

A

TION)

10 or More Yrs. in
Catholic Scaools

1-10 Yrs. in
Catholic Schools

"Religious Instruc-
tion in both
Gramuar and

Kigh School

Religious Instruc-
tion in citiier
Grammar or
High School

support feor vocation
Doctrinal orthodoxy
Catholic activism

Church's right to
teach

Sex mores

Sacramental Teception

Comtribution

Vatican II

New ways

Priestly change

Catnolic media
activism

0ld style activism

16

~1

wn

i
(o]

[}
&~ )
W 0 O U L

[ I

23
22

-14
-18

N N

-20
-15
=37

-23
-37
-29
-34
-15

2

=77
-33
-69

-28
-47
-65
-49
-14
-16
-7

-23
-17
-26

-53 )
-79 (A,

-41

-13
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TABLE 18-A-D

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND SOCTAL CHANGE MODEL III

A.  Per €eat above Madian on Catholicity Factor,

Percentage Point

Proportionate
Years of Catholic Schwoling 1963 1974 Dceline Decline
0 429, 249, -18 437,
1-10 54 30 -24 44
More thau 10 68 43 =25 37




TADLE 18-\-D Coutinued,

B. Variables Contributing to Decline with Positive Paths from Time.

Ycars of Catholic Schooling

Variables 0 1-10 More than 10
Papal 2uthority change - 6% -12% - 2%
Scxual orthodoxy change -53 -63 -63
Cohort - Direct -8 ~-16 -26

Indirect . -9 -9 -9
Unaccounted for by model -24 0 0
Total -100 -100 -100
Positive path from time 0 . 00% . 024

C. Change in Weckly Reception of Holty Communion.

Direct path from time 15 25 41
‘ Indirect path from time”™ ~-06 -13 -21
Total 09 12 20

D. Increase in CGatholicity if Effect of Increased Weekly Reception of Communion
Yere Not Depressnd by Changes in Sexual Orthodoxy and Acceptance of Papal
Authority,

Por '
Per Cont increase 0 6 6
Total ahove 1953 mean i1

increase had occurred 42 60 74

“increase net of depressant variables (sex orthodoxy, attitude toward popc,
and cohort,

Wyt
Taupact of depressant -rarjables.




‘ NOTES - CUAPIER O

1. The materials in this scetion correspond Lo Chapter 3 of The Education

ol Catholic Americans, "Religious Conscquences ofCatholic Education," pp. 53-76

of the Aldine Press edition.

2, An znalysis of this variable will be postponed for a later chapter., Tt
should be noted, however, that the raw differences presented in Table 1 can
be deceptive, In fact, as we shall see subsequently, onc of the interesting
changes over the last decade is that there is a stronger net correlatiou be-
tveeir Cathiolicreducation and support for religious vocation than there was a

decade ago,

3. 1n fact per cenl of the change in sexual orthodoxy can be attributed

to the -~hunge among those who had 10 yecars or more of Catholic education,

o .

priesthood scales will be deferred to Chapter 8, which will discuss explicitly the

The analysis of the anticlerical, pricst competence, and chanse in the

relationship betwecon Cathollic educatisu and attitudes toward religious leadership.

5. Chapter & of The Education of Catholic Awericans, "The Secarch for an Explanation."

6. 1u fact they vemarked that in terms of the effccliveness of Catholic education,

it appeered thav only those vho came from such a backgrouud should he expucted

to sliow any iwpact from having attended Catholic schools,

7. See page 107 of The Education of Catholic Arcricans, Aldine edition.

8. The inclusion of spousc's church attendance is based on the reanalysis

of the 19383 data performed by Willian MeCready in "Faith of Our Fathers" A

Study of the Process of Relinious Socialization™ (1072), Obviously there is
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“2-

. a question as to whether self influences spouse o: spouse influences self. In the
model uwsed in cuds chaptler, we assune that spouse influences self. Tn fact,
MacCready's reacarch suggests that the husband influences children, wives

influcnce husbands and not vice versa.

9. ANAFENNHEUINEAUNIDKHXTHYENNUHNBYEXXX We shall also see an increase in
the standardized relationship betucen vocation support and Catholic education

(from .02 to .12),

10. baniel l'atrick Moynihan has noted on two oceasions that The Education of

Catholic Arericans was the first of a serics of research enterprises which

skoved how small the impact of schooling was on human behavior. (See the

introduction to his own book, Coping, and the introduction to That Most

Distres:ful Nation: The Taming of the American frish by Andeew M. Greeley,

11. This did not prevent the prestigious journal, Science, from publishing an

article in the swwer of 1974 that reasserted the existence of a negative
Its conclusions were
corrvlation between Catholicism and achievement. “¥dd based on data at

Teast filleen yrars old &l without wny veference to Lhe literature that

Las accumulated itathe last ten years.

¢ T -
//JSPF, for example, Gerhard Lenski, The Relieious Factor, Garden City,

New York: Doubleuway, 1961; I, W, iack, R, J. Murphy, aund S, Ellin White, "Thc
Protestaut “thic, Lovel of Aspiration and Social Mohility," American Sociological
jeview 21 (Juae, 1956):795-3005 J. Veroff, S. Feld, and G. Guriu, "Achievement,
IT{.Q;L_L;;L1‘Li01x_. and Relizious Background,' American Sociolovical Review 27 (Aprit 1962):
205-217; B. €. Roscn, "Race, Lth-.icity, aund tiie Achicvement Syndrome,™ Americim
Sociolovical Review ?4(Febraury 1999):47-00; Thomas 0'Dea,  American Catholic
“DItena, ncw York: Sheed & Ward;  John Tracy ¥llis, Amcrican Catholics and

fmtelle ; Andrew M, Grecley, Religion and

Intellectuoal Life Religion and
Coreer, Nouw York: sheed & Ward, 19633 Marvin Pressler and Charles WestoTD, "Catiholic

- -t : . locid ny 49 (Novembor
Rdueation, Anevican Values, and Achievemont M American Jourpal of Sociolony 49(Movemnex
Ll Ta o e et e e e e e e T " ; .
. 1963y :000=733; Seymour Warkov and Andrew M. Greeley, A N S b’ ‘
T 1
’
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produced by our models are mach better grounded than almost any bther
istorical wpoculations we might encage in,  Thore were strong positive
forces at voik in Ameican Catholjcism during the past decade, especially
arong those viho vent to Cathelic schools, There were stronper negitive
forces at work from which those who attended Catholie schools were not
inmune.  Catholie edncation impoded the decline that did oceur; it likoely

vould have facilitated the growth that might hive been.

Tn response to the questions posed at the beginning of the chapter,
we can now say that those who have had valuc-oriented education +  are soma-
vhat mare likely to accept changes in the valuc-teaching institution when these
changes occur, Under the impact of value transition, some of the relation-
ships between value cducation and adult behavior increase in magnitude, par-
ticularly such institutional matlevs as active involvement in end flyrucial
coutribution to the instiiution. and, as we shall see in a subsequent chapter,
a favoruble attitude toward the institutional leaders. There is also an
increasce in the relationship betwee